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LARDER LIGHT...7 
arti bettttladtton 


Greenwood’s Larder Lights simplify con- 
struction and are availabie in various sizes for 
instant and easy installation. They are made 
in heavy gauge steel and are supplied het 
dipped galvanised. The ventilation panels are 
multi-louvred, weather-resisting and backed 
by insect-proof screens. For light and ven- 
tilation Greenwoods have the answer and 
will be pleased to supply full technical data 
on request. 
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OPENING LIGHT FRAME 


The ‘Permavent’ Venti-Light 
opens only from the interior 
and is firmly secured when 
closed. Available in five stan- 
dard sizes. 


FIXED LIGHT FRAME 


Made in two types: with 
louvred panels above and below 
glazing, and with louvres at top 
only. Available in six standard 
sizes. 
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EXCEL ASPHALTE CO. LTD., Broadway Chambers, Hammersmith, W.6 
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NEWS SUMMARY 
THE NEW YEAR HONOURS con- 
ferred upon architects, builders and 
others connected with the industry are 
listed. p.3 
‘IN THIS AGE of manual arrogance, 
the professions are still key people, 
and among the professions — archi- 
tects are key men amongst key 
men, Sir Frederick Mander told the 
County and City and Borough Archi- 
tects Societies. p. 19 
PROVISIONS of the Clean Air Act 
that came into force on January | 
are summarised. p. 23 
ONE FIFTH of the claims for reim- 
bursement made by employers to the 
Holidays Management Scheme were 
incorrectly computed, Sir Frederick 
Leggett told the annual meeting. p. 24 
OF THE 176 new brands of paint tested 
by the LCC in 1955, half were rejected 
as * not of the quality required. p. 25 
4 WISBECH BUILDER has protested 
that the increased cost of fuel is 
leading to * unjustified’ increases in 
the prices of building materials. p. 25 
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SHOPS AND MAISONETTES, REDNAL, 
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By James Munce , 
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INDUSTRIAL PROBLEMS : INTERIM REPORT 


HE full report, in two volumes, of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Study Conference 
on ‘Human Problems of Industrial Communities within the Commonwealth 
and Empire,’ held in July at Oxford, will be published early this year. The first 
volume, it is announced, will contain a foreword by His Royal Highness, in- 
troductory chapters by Sir Harold Hartley, Sir Reginald Verdon Smith, Sir 
Alexander Fleck and Sir Thomas Williamson, together with all the addresses, 
the final summing-up by Sir Philip Morris, and an account of the work and views 
of the 20 Study Groups which were the working units of the conference. The 
second volume will contain the 25 ‘background papers’ which were specially 
contributed for the conference by writers in the United Kingdom and from many 
parts of the Commonwealth and Empire. Intending purchasers of these volumes 
may like to know that they can obtain them at the special price of 30s. net for 
the two by placing an order with Oxford University Press before the date of 
publication 


As a sort of hors-d’@uvres to these substantial dishes a small book entitled 
‘The Challenge of Change.” by Mr. Laurence Thompson, has now been published 
(Oxford University Press. 5s. net). Running to about 36,000 words. this is in 
no sense an abridged version of the full report, but rather a challenging discussion 
of the conference theme, by a distinguished author and journalist. intended to 
stimulate further thought, and of course action, in the spirit of the conference. 
Although he writes in an easy, intimate style. using wit, irony and antithesis to 
emphasise his points. he leaves the reader in no doubt about the immense com- 
plexity, seriousness and urgency of the total problem. ‘I find we agreed.’ he 
writes, ‘that it would be desirable. among other things. for Commonwealth 
industry to: Feed a population doubling every 25 years: house them; provide 
them with schools: find them employment in which they will be able to develop 
their personalities to the fullest extent; abolish a few things like the colour bar 
and the inequality of woman: provide better schools and better houses: pay 
the agricultural worker more; pay the industrial worker more; pay teachers 
more; put more money into research. We also agreed. 1 seem to remember. 
that high taxation of industry or the individual was a major disincentive. He 
shows how widely these and other problems vary in different parts of the Com- 
monwealth owing to differences in political. social and industrial development. 


In so small a book on so vast a subject it would be unreasonable to expect 
much attention to be given to the special problems of the building industry. 
In fact. Mr. Thompson scarcely touches upon them directly, and some of his 
comments on Sir Hugh Casson’s background paper on an allied subject. * The 
Look of Industry, are a little disconcerting. Why, for example. should it be 
“sometimes necessary to have an ugly factory” in * developing communities 
overseas’? There can be no justification for ugliness. Mr. Thompson hastens 
to add that ‘ a well-designed building. like a well-designed tea-pot or motor-car. 
is not necessarily more expensive.” and later he makes handsome amends for an 
unlucky concession to * the small industrialist too busy to be able to 
bother too much about what he is entitled to regard as the frills,” by 
commending the employment of * good architects and good designers.” and 
putting in a plea for industrial patronage of the arts. Excellent! 


It is easy to be cynical about the practical value of conferences. Some of them 
are littke more than excuses for social intercourse, feasting and sight-seeing and 
produce little of lasting value. 


The Cxford Conference was emphatically not of that kind. It is true. as 
Mr. Thompson says, that nothing concrete came out of it, nor was it expected 
to: “no resolutions were passed, no actions determined.” Yet it is clear from 
this general and very readable account of the three weeks of discussions. tours 
and fraternising, of 280 men and women from all parts of the Commonwealth. 
that the conference sowed seed that is likely to fructify in due season. An African 





member to whom Mr. Thompson expressed a doubt whether his compatriots 
might not be finding themselves out of their depth, replied: * Don’t you believe 
it. All these papers and addresses are going home with them, and whenever 
they run into difficulties theyll search through the conference papers to see 


what they can find.’ 


Mr. W. Kirby Laing, who represented the British building industry at the 
conference, drew some useful conclusions from it in an article which he contri- 
buted to The Builder for August 17. Further consideration must await publication 


of the full report. 


In the meantime. 


Mr. Laurence Thompson’s little book 


provides a stimulating introduction to it that deserves to be widely read. 


Notes of the Week 


Handling Committees 


THE always lively RIBA Journal 
includes in its current number a 
contribution which every architect, 


whether in private practice or official 
service, should read. In_ this article 
* Concerning Committees ° Dr. Bradbury, 
Liverpool City Architect, writes wisely 
and wittily on the committee which “1s 
replacing or has replaced already the 
individual as a means of making 
decisions and determining policy.’ 

The committee of course has long been 
with us, though its influence as a body 
commissioning architecture for public 
service has grown enormously with the 
increase of Government and municipal 
building. Yet the architect has seldom 
been able to look to an individual as 
building owner, not even in small house 
design where he has to cope with what 
can be the most difficult committee of all 

husband and wife. With this last form 
of client Dr. Bradbury perhaps fortun- 
ately does not have to deal; he confines 
his remarks to municipal committees, and 
brilliantly he analyses their types and 
foibles. He puts in a good word for lay 
committees. “Sometimes” he writes, 
‘that mysterious something which is 
added to a committee often appears to 
include a shrewd common sense and a 
nose for the right decision (although 
often for the wrong reasons). With this 
dictum few who have had dealings with 
this typically British form of reducing 
seemingly irreconcilable opinions to a 
workable formula will disagree. 

In giving advice on the handling of 
committees Dr. Bradbury curiously 
enough makes no mention of the part 
that chairmen can play in arriving at a 
proper decision. “The impartial chair- 
man is as rare as he is useless” is a 
saying with truth. There is no doubt 
that a well-briefed chairman who fully 
understands the vroject can be an invalu- 
ible aid to the architect in outlining plans 
to a mixed committee. But perhaps this 
is a weapon which Dr. Bradbury keeps 
on the secret list deliberately. So fine a 
psychologist as this article (reprinted by 
permission in this issue) shows him to be 
could hardly have forgotten its uses. 
Vew Year Honours 

Tre list of New Year honours, made 
public on Tuesday, reads, like the times, 
a little drably. Nevertheless there are 
a number of awards which acknowledge 
most meritorious service to the country. 
of which the knighthood conferred on 


Mr. Griffin, the indefatigable secretary 
since its inception of the CPRE, is out- 


standing. Award of the CBE to Mr. 
Robin McAlpine and to Mr. A. E. Reid, 
manager of Holloway Bros.’ Baghdad 
branch, notes service by the construc- 
tion industry at home and abroad, while 
the promotion to CBE of Mr. Reynolds, 
chief inspector of Ancient Monuments, 
MoW,. will be universally welcomed. 
Mr. Dark’s architectural work on the 
design of power stations Is recognised by 
the OBE and a similar honour goes to 
that sensitive and talented Liverpool 
architect Mr. Francis Velarde. The 
MBE conferred on Mr. Frank Beazley, 
clerk to the NJC for the Building 
Industry, is meet reward for his work 
over the years for that retiring but vital 
body. A fuller list of awards is given on 
the facing page. 
Commemorating the Famous ° 

ONE of the most pleasant habits which 
distinguishes London is that of marking 
the house wherein well-known people 
have lived or worked. In many parts of 





‘THE BUILDER’ 
115th New Year Number 


THe 115tH New YEAR NUMBER of The 
Builder, to be published on Friday next, 
will contain much of interest to the pro- 
fessions and trades within the industry. 
James Burford writes on the progress to 
date of Coventry Cathedral: an  assess- 
ment of the position in the ranks of the 
great architectural draughtsmen of the 
late A. C. Conrade is contributed by S. 
Rowland Pierce, whose text is illustrated 
by a selection of the artist's work of his 
best period, including a full-page plate in 
colour: and Arthur Kenyon_ illustrates 
and describes a holiday in Sicily. 

Other features include a special article 
by Eric L. Bird on the preparation of 
advertising literature designed to appeal 
to the architect and technical reader: re- 
cent developments in the reinforced con- 
crete field are noted; and the ever-inter- 
esting comparison of the — principal 
changes in the cost of building materials 
is published. Current architecture pub- 
lished includes a Hertfordshire school by 
Hening and Chitty: a Scottish church by 
Rowand Anderson and Paul; a house in 
Devon by Mr. Narracott: work by the 
Dorset County Architect’s department 
and by the Lewisham Borough Council’s 
Architect's department, and a_ special 
illustrated article on the progress of 
Stevenage New Town. In addition, the 
normal news and other standing features 
will be printed. The New Year number is 
double the normal size, but the price re- 
mains as usual, Is. 3d., plus postage 3d. 
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the Metropolis built before the eid of 
the 19th century one can see the light 
blue plaque which shows that the London 
County Council have paid honour where 
honour is due. This pleasant practice. 
interrupted of late. has now been resumed 
and the Council has decided to erect 4 
further 14 plaques as occasion arises. T, 
be made by Carter’s of Poole, who suc. 


ceed Doulton’s of Lambeth (who recently | 


moved their factory to the Midlands), the 
new names include those of Thomas 
Cubitt (to be placed on 3, Lyall-street, 
Westminster); and W. R. Lethaby, to go 
on the walls of the Central School of 
Arts and Crafts. 
‘Smokeless Air’ 

THI 


of the National Smoke Abatement 
Society, marks a landmark in the Society's 
history, for it comes at a time when the 
spade work put in by the Society in the 
past quarter of a century should at last 
be about to achieve substantial results 
With the Clean Air Act 
Statute Book, local authorities are in a 
much better position than ever before to 
play their part in ending air pollution, but 
the speed with which this is achieved will 
depend more than = anything on an 
enlightened public opinion, and in this 
sphere the journal will have a valuable 
part to play for many years to come 
Indeed, the opportunities for * Smokeless 
Air” are rapidly growing at the present 
time, and the journal would like to turn 
itself into a monthly. Should it remain 
a quarterly, one is tempted to wonder: 
whether “Smokeless Air” will work itsell 
out of a job before it achieves its second 
centenary, but even if the present gross 
pollution of the atmosphere is overcome 
before then, it seems probable that as 
long as there is industry there will be the 
need of an independent watchdog to en 
sure that the air we breathe is_ noi 
contaminated. 


Threat to Roadside Trees 


SINCE the coming of the 
roadside trees in Britain, in 
the care lavished on them in France and 
other Continental countries, have suf- 
fered enormous damage in one way and 
another. Now they have to contend 
with a new threat. 

Attention has recently been drawn to 
severe die-back and even death of quite 
large roadside trees in the neighbourhood 
of dumps of road material. It seems al- 
most certain that the damage to the trees 
has been caused by the salt mixed with 
the grit or sand for use on icy roads dur- 
ing the winter. The salt must have been 
washed from the dumps by winter rains 
and has affected the tree roots below. 

Similar damage has been reported 
from the United States where, in addi- 
tion to salted road grit, brine has been 


motor age. 
contrast to 


emptied near to trees from ice-cream 
freezers. Experts suggest, therefore, 
that sites for treated road materials 


should be at least 20 yards from the 
nearest trees. 
Management Training 

A WELL-PRODUCED booklet has been 
issued by the Eastern Federation ol 
Building Trades Employers under the 





publication of the 100th numbe 
of ~Smokeless Air, the quarterly journal , 


now on the! 
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NUCLEAR POWER STATION, BERKELEY, GLOUCESTERSHIRE. 


AEI-John Thompson are W. S. 


Shown above is an impression, drawn by 
J. D. M. Harvey, of the Nuclear Power Station proposed on a site on the River Severn. The order has been placed 
with the AEI-John Thompson Nuclear Energy Co., Ltd., and the company’s engineers, and those of the associated civil 
engineering contractors, Balfour Beatty & Co., Ltd., and John Laing and Son, Ltd., are ready to start work at once. 
Two gas-cooled graphite-moderated natural uranium reactors will be employed. The civil engineering consultants to 


Atkins & Partners (who have prepared the scheme), the quantity surveyors are 


Gardiner & Theobald, and the consulting architect Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, OM, RA 


tile * Training Report, 1956. giving an 
interesting illustrated account of the 
residential and one-day courses, for 
general foremen and supervisors, 
management students and senior execu- 
tives, held last year at various centres in 
the Eastern Counties, including Mading- 
ley Hall, Cambridge (for senior execu- 
tives, in co-operation with the Extra 
Mural Board of the University). The 
report, which has a foreword by Mr. 
R. G. Carter, the President, has been 
prepared not only as a record for the 
Eastern Federation’s own members but 
aS a means of passing on the experience 
gained to others who may be contem- 
plating similar activities. Those who are 
specially interested may obtain a copy of 
the report from the Federation Office, 
95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 

The Eastern Federation is to be con- 
gratulated on the initiative it has shown 
In undertaking this programme of 
management training, the first of its kind 
in the constructional industries, to which 
it 1s devoting one-tenth of its expenditure. 
The success of the courses has encour- 


aged the Federation to extend the 
programme in the coming year. Full 


particulars of the arrangements are given 
in the report. The Director is Mr. 
Robert W. Porter, MBE, FCIS, ASAA, 
AIMTA, and the training — officer, 
Mr. D. P. O'Hagan, BA. 


NEW YVEAR HONOURS 


JLOLLOWING is our list of architects, 

builders and others associated with 
the industry who received recognition for 
their services in the New Year Honours. 


KNIGHT BACHELOR 
Hersert J. G. GRIFFIN, Secretary, 
Council for the Preservation of Rural 


England. 
CBE 
H. M. ABRAHAMS, Assistant Secretary. 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment: W. G. MacDoNaLD ANDERSON, 
Director of Works, Air Ministry: A. T. 


GREEN, OBE, Director of Research, 
British Ceramics Research Association: 
C. G. Garratr-HOoLpDEN, Secretary, Build- 
ing Societies Association: J. M. Main, 
Director of Public Works, State of New 
South Wales, Australia: ROBIN 
McALPINE, Director, Sir Robert 


McAlpine and Sons, Ltd.: E. J. PowELL, 
County Surveyor and Planning Officer, 
Glamorgan County Council, and Chair- 
man, Road Research Board; A. E. REID, 
Manager, Holloway’ Bros., Bagdad; 
P. K. B. REYNoLDs, OBE, Chief Inspec- 
tor of Ancient Monuments, Ministry ot 
Works: H. W. WELLS, Chairman, Hemel 
Hempstead Development Corporation. 
OBE 

H. J. Apbams, Chairman, Brixton 

School of Building: C. T. BLoopwortn, 


Principal Architect, NW Region, 
MoHLG; F G.. Brewer, Secretary, the 
Gas Council: C. Bribe, Inspector of 
Alkali Works, MoHLG: C._ BribGeE- 
WATER, lately Chairman, National Federa- 
tion of Housing Societies, Ltd.; B. F. 
Dark, FRIBA: S. R. Driver, Assistant 
Regional Director (Works), MoW: BENNO 
ELKAN, sculptor: G. A. GoLpsTRAw, 
Chief Architect, © Newton Aycliffe 
Development Corporation: R. F. C. 
ROACH, MBE, Registrar, Lands Tribunal: 
G. O. SWayNeE, managing director, T. 
Swayne and Sons, Ltd.: C. O. TREMEER, 
Senior Architect, War Office: F. X. 
VELARDE, FRIBA; J. S. Witciams, Direc- 
tor, Coal Utilisation Council. 


MBE 


F. W. Beaztey, Clerk to the National 
Joint Council for the Building Industry: 
D. Evans, lately Chief Building Inspec- 


tor, Erith Corporation: J. Macaulay, 
honorary chairman, Town Planning 
Institute (Scottish Branch): A. Murray 


Superintendent of Works, Public Works 
Department. Sierra Leone: J. P. T. 


RICHARDS, Inspector of Works, Pu'''c 
Works Department. Western Region, 


Nigeria. 
BEM 
J. Dyer, Site Works Manager Sir 
Robert McAlpine and Sons, Ltd.; Miss 
R. P. Pavetey, Supervisor, Carter. 
Stabler and Adams, Ltd. 








J. R. SHERIDAN-SHEDDEN, FRIBA 

Deputy City Architect 
J. W. BODDY, ARIBA, AMTPI 

Principal Architect (Housing) 
G. F. ELLIOTT, Dip Arch, ARIBA 

Group Architect 
H. H. E. LEA, Dip Arch, ARIBA 

Architect in Charge 
HARRIS, ROURKE & SIMPSON, 

Quantity Surveyors 
J. ASHMORE (Builders), LTD. 

Builders 


HIS shopping centre serves an outlying post-war housing 

estate of some 600 dwellings and adjoining areas of pre- 

war housing, both private and municipal. The site, which is 

sandy and narrow, had a diagonal cross fall of 25 ft., which was 

levelled to provide a rear service road parallel to the existing 
approach road which forms its eastern boundary. 

Construction generally consists of load-bearing brick cross 
walls with in situ concrete first floors and timber and boarded 
upper floors to the maisonettes. The front canopy with inset 
lantern lights and rear access balcony at first-floor level are both 
of in situ reinforced concrete. 

Typical shop front 
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Shops and 
Maisonettes, 
Rednal, 


Birmingham 


A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, 
MA, BArch, FRIBA, AMTPI 
City Architect 
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Rear view of 
maisonettes 
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The roofs are at a 15 deg. 
pitch with longitudinal lattice 
purlins spanning between cross 
walls and supporting timber 
rafters and compressed straw 
block slabs, finished with built- 
up bituminous sheeting with 
green grit dressing. 
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Contrast in elevational treat- 
ment is secured by the use of 
alternating panels of plum- 
coloured facing bricks and 
cream-rendered surface panels 
with spar dashed finish. These 
are used beneath the upper- 
floor windows and on the end 
blocks. The front canopy 
soffit is painted pale blue. 

The shop fronts and cross 
wall facings are in precast 
white terrazzo slabs with black 
terrazzo used for the reveals to 
casings formed at cross wall 
projections to conceal the 
rainwater pipes from above. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Asphalt, General 
Ltd.: artificial stonework, Bradleys 
Concrete, Ltd.: bricks, commons, 
London Brick Co., Ltd.; bricks, 
facings, Webster's Hemming and Sons, 
Ltd.: balcony drainage units, Broads 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd.: balustrading 
and fencing, Pearce and Cutler, Ltd.: 
canopy lantern lights, Lenscrete, Ltd.: 
electrical installation, Harris and 
Sheldon (Flectrical), Ltd.: felt roofing. 
Ruberoid Co., Ltd.: gas water heaters, 
Ascot Water Heaters, Ltd.: glazing, 
Merrick and Heath: granolithic floors, 
Raponi (Flooring), Co.: ironmongery. 
Baldwins (Birmingham), — joinery, 
C. Walsh Graham, Ltd.: lattice beams 
and roof trusses, Sommerfelds, Ltd.: 
decorating, Walsall Decorators: paint. 


Asphalte Co.. 


International Paints, Ltd.: plastering. 
Chaseside Plastering Co.: plumbing, 
J. S. Wright and Co.: plastic polish 


(for external weatherboards), Henry 
Corbett, Ltd.: shopfitting, A. Edmonds 
and Co., Ltd.: shuttering, Scaffolding 
(Great Britain), Ltd.: sound insulation 
quilt (floors), Fibreglass. Ltd.: straw- 
board, Stramit Boards, Ltd.; thermo- 
plastic tiles, The Marley Tile Co.: 

wash boilers, Hurry Heaters (1948), 
Ltd.: windows and door frames (steel). 
Henry Hope and Sons, Ltd. 











CORRESPONDENCE 
Misuse of Development Plans 
To the Editor of The Builder 
J IR—It is with considerable interest 

. . 

that I read in the Press Mr. Charles 
Bowyer’s review on the Report of the 
Ministry of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment for 1955, and in particular his 
reference to the misuse to which the 
development plans are capable of being 
put, and in some areas are, in fact, being 
put, indeed abused, by the operating 
authority. 

So many of us who are interested in private 
housing development did not push forward 
marginal claims for inclusion in development 
plans at the time of their inception, most of 
them some four to five years ago, since we 
were clearly led to believe at that time that 
the proposals then being prepared would be 
reviewed in a period of five years. and at that 
time private house building, mainly by virtue 

f licence control and policy by the political 
pbor then in power, was at its lowest ebb. 
How wrong so many ot the authorities were, 
even acting in good faith, has since been de- 
monstrated. The five-year plans have taken 


four, and in some cases five, years to get 
approved and do not become operative 
except from the date of approval, so that 


however intelligent the anticipation of fou 
to five vears ago. author.ties (and we with 
them) are faced with the problem of making 
a five-year plan stretch over nine years, in 
the majority of cases in circumstances not 
envisaged originally by the policy of the 
plan. 

Whatever the causes of delay of the ap- 
proval of these schemes, and I am quite sure 
there are justifiable reasons in many cases, 
there is no excuse for the attitude of those 
many authorities who, having now got their 
scheme approved, are sitting back apathetic- 


ally and saying, in effect, * well, that is that 
for the next five years,’ because it follows 
that if review is not due for another five 


years and if the local authority are not going 
to take advantage of the local jurisdiction 
which has been bestowed upon them by the 
Minister in this matter and it is going to take 
another four Aeeg to get the next review 
app! ‘oved, we shall have the second five-year 
planning operating over a period of another 
nine years, and that means collectively a 10- 
year scheme trying to an 18-year 
demand. 

The position, of course, is quite ridiculous 
and one would have thought very obvious. 
and yet apparently few, if any, local autho- 
rities are prepared to do much about it. In 
consequence, like a ‘dripping tap in a 
desert,’ the demand for the small amount of 
land being added to the development plan 
IS SO great that not only is it not meeting 
the demands of the potential house pur- 
chasers but has caused the greatest single 
increase in the price of post-war houses by 
virtue of the demand and in consequence 
the prices realised for it. It is almost cer- 
tainly true to say that the inflated prices 
being obtained by this restrictive policy, 
forced upon developers by the inadequacy 
of local authorities, are Passing tax-free as 
capital gain into the pockets of a few for- 
tunate landowners who are able to take ad- 
vantage of their position. The further 
consequence, as Mr. Bowyer pointed out, is 
the inevitability cf every application to a 
local authority becoming an Appeal to the 
Minister, and it would appear under the 
Present system that this is to be the regular 
procedure, since it seems that positive 
approval by local authorities in favour of 
developers is a rare thing indeed. 

It is high time that a method be found to 
avoid the national expense which is being 


feed 


involved in this unwieldy procedure, and | 
would seriously suggest that when the five- 


year schemes of the local authorities are 
approved in total, as they must be very 
shortly, then the Minister should issue a 


direction to prepare a supplementary and 
further five-year scheme which will be ready 
for operation by the time the current one 
has expired, on a time basis, by which, within 
the Minister’s jurisdiction, development can 
flow in an orderly manner when it is demon- 
strable, as it already is in many cases, that 
the current five-year schemes are completely 
out of date. 


H. G. Forp, Director. 
Rexford (Builders), Ltd. 
Shirley, Warwickshire. 


Quantity Surveying in the USA 
To the Editor of The Builder 
KIR. Mr. John Allan’s letter in your 

issue Of December 14 asks why the 
American building industry should wish 
to change from their own tendering sys- 
tem to one like ours. Having worked for 


a year as a quantity surveyor in the US 
Il can answer him: the reason ts that the 
present American method is extraordin- 
arily cumbersome and uneconomic. Mr. 
Allan should read * Pity the Poor Esti- 
mator, an extract from a talk by Mr. 
Edward S. Harrison, an American esti- 
mator, which was published in_ the 
Journal of the RICS last October. This 


would show him clearly the staggering 
amount of work done by each tenderer 
and the further multiplication of the 
work of sub-contractors and suppliers in 
tendering. As an illustration, the num- 
ber of invitations for *sub-bids” sent out 
by Mr. Harrison’s firm when tendering 
is generally between 350 and 500 on one 
job. 


The actual pricing becomes-a minor part 


of the process of tendering, the main part 
being taking off quantities and obtaining 
quotations, Each tenderer thus incurs heavy 


expenses in tendering, and these are not paid 
out of profits, but are recovered ultimately 
from the builder's clients. 

Our system—where the client pays for one 
set of quantities and not for as many as there 
are tenderers: where tenderers compete on 
the basis of price and not on the basis of 
their assessment of the quantity of work; 
and where there is a satisfactory basis for 
interim payments and for the pricing of 
variations (they do have variations even in 
America!)—is therefore of considerable in- 
terest to American clients, architects and 
builders, and the development of a similar 
system of tendering in America will be of 
undoubted value to the American building 
industry and its clients. 


B. LippMANN [ARICS] 
17, Gordon’s-way, Oxted, Surrey. 


Interpretation of National 
Working Rules 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, Our National Joint Secretaries in 

their letter in your issue of December 
28 comment on the notes issued for the 
guidance of members of my Federation 
on National Working Rule 2a, and kindly 
referred to in your issue of December 7. 

We would never dream for a moment 
of seeking to usurp the Naticnal Joint 
Council’s function of interpreting the 
Working Rules. We consider, howevei, 
that we have a duty to explain to our 
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members what we think the Rules meap 

until such time as the National Joint 

Council decides to do so, or better stil] 

rewrites them in a concise and lucid form 

capable of being understood by employer 

and operative alike. 

Ropert W. Porter [MBE, FC IS}, 
Director, Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers. 

95, Tenison-road, Cambridge. 


Klemental Bills 
To the Editor of The Builde: 
MIR, As one who has had about 15 
years’ experience in both — the 
‘Northern’ = (trade by trade) — and 
‘Southern’ (group) methods of taking. 
off, | would like to answer Mr. Rennie’s 
letter (The Builder, Dec. 7) by stating that 
the Northern method is by far the more 
practical method of taking-off to suit the 
modern craze for speed in taking-oll and 
that it can also be used to Overcome the 
lack of speed in- settlement of final 
accounts in such items as remeasurement 
of foundations, drainage and_ siteworks. 
Perhaps the easiest Way to answer Mr 
Rennie in the form of a * practical” let- 
ter is to present the pros (and a few cons) 


on the Northern method based on_ the 
trade headings as follows: 

Excavator: YVhis trade presents no difh- 
culty because of the comparatively few 
items concerned. The only item = whict 
requires more thought is ‘return, fill and 
ram, an item which is only approximate in 


any case. 

Contractcr and Bricklayer: 1 have 
grouped these two trades together because 
the work Is synonymous. In a. straight 
forward contract of any value, the Northern 


method —particularly in) the measurement 
of concrete foundations, slabs, roots, general 
brickwork and internal partitions shows 


a saving of time because of the lack of repet 
tion in descriptions such as * Conc, in fnds.’ 

* Reduced bkk inc. b. in ct.m., etc. However, 
with the advent of modern architecture 
external walls show variations in construc 
tion both in length and in height in com- 
paratively small areas, and there ts no doubt 
that the Southern method is slightly more 
satisfactory because of easier reference to 
such walls when a variation order is issued 
omitting them! 

Drainlayer: Whilst it is easier to use the 
Southern method, a great deal of repetition 
of description can be avoided by setting out 
the drainage depths. lengths, pipes, fittings 
etc.. at the top of an abstract sheet (some- 
times used in the Northern method for 
schedule purposes!) and the location of each 
branch down the side. 

Asphalter, Pavior or Roofer are generall) 
straight forward enough to be measured 
without the need for abstracting. 

Mason: Apart from preparation for exam- 
inations the writer hasn’t measured a large 
stonework contract, hence is unable to make 
any comment. 

Carpenter and Joiner, Steel and Tron 
worker: As long as the bill of quantities 1s 
divided into the usual sub headings such as 
floors, skirtings, doors, windows, etc., the 
Northern method follows its natural course 
under these headings. 

Plasterer: This trade presents no difficulty 
at all under the Northern method. A room 
or group of similar rooms can be taken off 
straight on to a sheet headed by the item 
concerned. The deductions can be done al 


the same time on separate sheets headed 
* deductions.’ This method saves much 
time by cutting out repetitive descriptions 
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id obviates need for the taker-off for doors 
ad windows to ascertain whether the plaster 
iy measured over the opening or not (this 
ter remark also applies to brickwork 
nenings). 

Plumber, Heating and Ventilating 
yoineer and Electrician: The remarks under 
Drainlayer > generalty apply for these 
ides. 

Glazier: No difficulty at all as long as the 
eets are headed by the items in their cor- 
ect order of grouping. 

Painter: Very simple, as long as the taking- 
f (in the main) for the Carpenter and 
iner, Plasterer and Plumber is followed. 

| might add that it is essential under both 
ethods to use as many references to loca- 
on as possible, otherwise mistakes are 
xely to be made. I thoroughly agree that 
ference is made quicker in post-tender use 
vere the Northern method is used. | have 
und that quite a fair amount of time can 
> spent looking for the correct deduction 

a door or window opening in a particu- 
r wall and nothing could be easier than 
ring to one document to answer a clerk 
works by phone when, under the Southern 
ethod, two documents are looked at 
ways assuming that the bill follows the 
sstract in order). 

Perhaps One day, protagonists of the 
southern) system and elemental bills will 
id out that they are wasting a lot of time 
) abstracting, checking, billing and check- 
ig when all that is necessary is a tidy draft 
eady for the typist to type direct. 


R. E. Jones [ARICS]. 
9. Mayfield-road, 
Ashton-on-Ribble. 


lo the Editor of The Builder 


WIR, I must correct an error in your 
report of my remarks on this subject 
it the Annual Luncheon of Central Area 
No. 3 of the London Masters Builders’ 
\ssociation (your issue, December 14). 
| suggested that the successful contractor 
not the architect) for a job should have 
iccess to the quantity surveyor’s dimen- 
sions and abstracts. 
My comments on this controversial subject 
vere-— The idea seems to be that it will be 
asier for the architect to control the pro 
portion of the total cost that is spent on 
ny of the sections or elements into which 
ie building may be divided and to make 
comparisons between differing types of con- 
struction. I feel that most architects, with 
the help of their quantity surveyors, 
tain this information without 
demental bills. In my opinion, the best 
stem for obtaining tenders is a bill of 
quantities by trades accompanied by a set 
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that had been under-measured! 


+ In. or in. scale drawings. I hope 
at it will not be long before the supplying 
1 these drawings to each tenderer, to be 
elurned with the tender, becomes standard 
ractice. It is claimed that the advantage ot 
elemental bills to the contractor arises dur- 
ng the execution of the work. I would sug- 
gest that better use could be made of the 
quantity surveyor’s work, in the program- 
ling and planning of a job by the contrac- 
lor, and the dimensions and the abstracts 
should be made available to him.’ 

As the last sentence seemed to cause some 
iMusement to some of my listeners, 1 added 
hat the contractors did not want to see the 
limensions for the purpose of finding items 
I would add 
that the idea is not new and Is already being 


followed to a limited extent. 


KENNETH C. F. Foster [ FIOB], 
President, LMBA. 


Smart’s-lane, Loughton, Essex. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR, I was perturbed to find your 

leader of December 14 supporting 
wholeheartedly a mere innovation in the 
method of preparing bills of quantities. 
The quantity surveying profession have, 
over years past, carefully and skilfully 
evolved a first-class format to meet all 
essential requirements in the presentation 
of their bills of quantities, and it will be 
strange, indeed, if any but the eight firms 
and four local authorities you mention 


amongst the many hundreds of pro- 
fessional firms and authorities will be 


found to support this intention to tamper 
with a document satisfactory in every way 
for the purpose for which it is designed. 


You list as the factors demanding 
the introduction of the elemental bill the 
following: 

(a) The public’s lack of confidence in the 
industry’s ability to forecast reasonably 
accurately the cost of building. 


(b) The dissatisfaction with the present 
form of bill of quantities—-some builders. 
vou say, * regard the bill of quantities as a 


document which should provide the data 
from which they can calculate and prepare a 
programme.’ 

(c) Complaint by architects that the bill of 
quantities is not related to the terms in 
which they design 

Taking these points in order | would say: 

(a) Given a settled and finalised design at 
the estimating stage. the accuracy of the esti- 
mate is in direct proportion to the time given 
to prepare it. If sufficient time is given to 
prepare approximaie quantities a very accur- 


ate estimate can be guaranteed. But how 
often does the quantity surveyor receive 
finalised designs at estimate stage, not 


because the architect is concerned about cost 
planning. but merely because he cannot ot 


will not make up his mind? It is highly 
improbable that the availability of cost 
elements will improve the quality and 


accuracy of estimates. As soon as the architect 
learns to forecast final details of construc- 
tion. the quantity surveyor will be able to 
forecast the amount of the tender. 

(b) The person for whom the bill of quan 


tities is designed, name!y the estimator. does 





~ITm_ suffering from growing 
pains but 1 cant afford any 
extensions !° 


dissatisfaction whatsoever 
with the document. If, of course, there is 
scope for a document entitled * Vade- 
Mecum’ for Architect and Contractor for 
Proposed New School at 
then, no doubt, the quantity surveyor is best 
fitted to produce such a document—but let 
us not call it by that honoured and hallowed 
name ~ bill of quantities.’ 


not express any 


(c) There is no ‘cost design’ problem 
which cannot be solved by architect and 


quantity surveyor working closely together 
as a team, and there never will be a better 
way of tackling the * cost-design’” problem. 
It is certain that, even with the availability 
of cost elements, the architect will still 
require the services of the quantity surveyor 
to manipulate them, and it has been made 
abundantly clear in your correspondence 
that a quantity surveyor does not need cost 
elements to give guidance on costs. The 
quantity surveyor has many devices in his 
experience to give any form of analysis of 
cost which occasion may demand. He can 
produce any group of so-called elements, he 
can analyse the cost of any particular trade. 
but it is his iob and requires his experience 
and his skill. 


Other references in your leader, if you wil 
permit me to say so, might be described as 
frivolous, for instance (i) the idea that brick- 
work might be priced differently in external 
walls from that in internal walls is directly 
contrary to the Standard Method of 
Measurement of Building Works; and (ii) the 
suggestion that a client will not ratse objec- 
tions to paying for extra lithography charges 
to produce cost elements for the cost plan 
ning of future iobs for somebody else. 


he main argument, however, which is 
completely lacking in your leader and in all 
the correspondence on the subject is any 
body of evidence that elemental bills have 
been used for the primary object tor which 
they were designed, namely, cost planning 
Correspondents have described all 
uses to which the elemental bills have been 
put, but invariably these uses have been to 
supplement created by other 
professional not fulfilling their 
proper the fact that the 
architect seldom. if ever, writes a speci- 
fication although his professional _ fee 
provides that he should 


sorts of 


deficiencies 
workers 
function, e.g., 


In conclusion | would like to emphasise 
the very cogent reasoning advanced by your 
correspondent. Mr. Wolstencroft, when he 
warned the profession of the dangers which 
could ensue from raising cost elements 
deduced from the lowest tender to the level 
of vital statistics 

Geo. BLACKER 

S59 Abingdon-road. 


Davenport. Stockport. 


To the Editor of The Builder 
&IR,- What is an elemental bill? 1 
® 


thought an Elemental was some sort 
of primitive evil spirit who lived in some 
wild country, but this one seems to be a 
hobby-horse from Hertfordshire. So that 
can't be it! Then I thought of Elephant 
Bill (1 always get things so mixed up). 
but the idea of a large elephant sitting 
on a small nut seemed so ridiculous that 
1 was sure that this couldn't apply to so 
serious a subject. 

I] wonder whether it is perhaps some 
sort of ‘Simple’? Granny used to use 
that word for some of her cure-all medi- 
cines. But, then, she was very old- 
fashioned. 


ALICE IN WONDERLAND. 

















CREMATORIUM, Derby 


THOS. W. EAST, FRIBA, Borough Architect 

A. G. WALKER, DipArch (Glasgow), ARIBA, Deputy Architect 
H. M. HADDOCK, ARIBA, Chief Assistant, General Section 

P. H. TAYLOR, ARIBA, Architect in charge 


FORD & WESTON, Ltd., Builders 
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West elevation and main entrance 


‘| YHIS new crematorium for the County Borough of Derby was opened earlier this year by the Rt. Hon. The 


Earl of Verulam. MA, JP. President of the Cremation Society. 


The land upon which the buildings are 


sited has an area of approximately eight acres, bounded on the south by Ashbourne-road, a main trunky 
road leading westwards from the town. and on the north-west by Markeaton-lane, at present a country lane. - 
To the east. a wooded screen is provided by a thick belt of trees within Markeaton Park, one of Derby’s large 








public open spaces. The land immedi- 
ately south of Ashbourne-road forms 
the outer fringe of present development. 
designated the Mackworth Neigh- 
bourhood Unit, and that to the north- 
west of Markeaton-lane is zoned as 
agricultural land. so that the crema- 
torium should always remain in open 
country. The site itself is gently undu- 
lating with a moderate fall to the 
south. 


Mourners and bearers alight under 
a light-framed top-lighted porte-cochere 
at the west end of the chapel block, and 
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Crematorium. 


Derby 


View froin east 


after the ceremony leave by a covered 
way at the east end of the chapel. 
where cars wait out of view of the main 
entrance, and can leave the grounds 
without again passing through the 
entrance gates. 

The chapel is designed to accommo- 
date 96 persons seated, and is equipped 
with an organ in a gallery overlooking 
it. Two gas-fired cremators have been 
installed initially, with provision for a 
third. an order for which has now been 
placed. 

Externally, Leicestershire buff facing 
bricks have been used, and apart 
from the chapel. which has a precast 
reinforced concrete frame. construction 
generally is load-bearing brickwork, 
with copper-covered. low-pitched roof- 
ing over the main block. The overall 
cost of the project. including the 
pergola and third cremator, but ex- 
cluding the laying out of the grounds, 
amounts to approximately £46.000. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 
Seeding and planting, Derby Corporation 
Parks Department : cork floors, Cork Insulation 
and Asbestos Co., Ltd. : terrazzo floors, Con- 
ways (Tiles and Terrazzo), Ltd. : precast con- 
crete framework, London Ferro-Concrete Co., 
Ltd. : acoustic tile ceilings, Burgess Products 
Co., Ltd. : suspended ceilings, Gyproc Products, 
Ltd.: marble wall linings, H. Parsons and Son: 
furniture and vynide wall panelling, John P 
White and Sons, Ltd. : soft furnishings, Hunters 
of Derby, Ltd. : metal windows, Williams and 
Watson, Ltd. : heating and hot water, G. H. 
Robinson and Son, Ltd. : electrical installation, 
East Midlands Electricity Board : electric clocks, 


Gent and Co., Ltd. : lighting fittings, Merchant 
Adventurers, Ltd. : gas installation, East Mid- 
lands Gas Board: cremators, Dowson and 
Mason, Ltd. : record-playing equipment, Pam- 
phonic Reproducers, Ltd. : Lincoln electronic 
organ, Selmer and Co., Ltd.: architectural metal 
work, J. R. Pearson (Birmingham), Ltd. : iron- 
mongery, Lewis and Grundy, Ltd.: sanitary 
fittings, Buxton Dawson, Ltd. : flush doors, 


Flexo-Plywood Industries, Ltd. : copper roofing 
and rainwater goods, Fredk. Braby and Co., Ltd.: 


sliding door gear, P. C. Henderson, Ltd. : 
bituminous felt roofing, Wm. Briggs and Sons, 
Ltd. : structural steelwork, D. Chattaway and 


Son, Ltd. : glazed wall tiling, Pegg and Steventon: 
lightning conductor, W. J. Furse and Co., Ltd. ; 
precast stone surrounds, Hilcrete, Ltd. : precast 
paving, Evans Bros. (Concrete), Ltd. : facing 
bricks. Ibstock Brick and Tile Co., Ltd. : paint. 
Cellon, Ltd 














4 general view of the New 


York Coliseum building, and (below) a section of the 


first-floor exhibition area. 


THE NEW YORK COLISEUM 


Froma New York Correspondent 


TIYHE 35m. dollar structure of the New 

York Coliseum, built by Triborough 
Bridge and Tunnel Authority as a public 
service, covers an area extending from 
S8th to 60th-streets fronting on the 
westerly side of Columbus Circle. It 
consists essentially of a four-level exhibi- 
tion hall, believed to be the largest in the 
world, surmounted along the West 58th- 


street frontage by a 20-storey office 
building. The entire basement and sub- 


basement forms a garage for 850 cars. 

The attractive new structure, with its 
clean, sharp lines, is conservatively styled 
in light grey brick with dark granite base. 
The four exhibition floors, with a total of 
391,000 sq. ft. of display and storage 
space, may be used singly for four 
separate shows or any combination of 
floors may be used together. 

Exhibition Hall: — The entrance to the 
Coliseum, decorated with sculpture by 
Paul Manship, is from Columbus Circle. 


Visitors enter a large public lobby 286 ft. 
long and 59 ft. wide divided by low glass 
partitions into four sections each served 
by separate means of vertical transport. 
The main exhibition floor is 88,000 sq. ft. 
in area, and has a minimum ceiling height 
of 20 ft. and is featured by a central well 
some 150 ft. square, having a clear height 
of 60 ft. The whole of the exhibition 
area Is air conditioned. 

Office Buildine: The office building 
tower is an integral part of the whole 
project and contains 533.612 net sq. ft. ot 
modern air conditioned space. 

Architects for the Coliseum were Leon 
and Lionel Levy, with Aymar Embury 
Il, Eggers and Higgins, and John B. 
Peterkin comprising a consulting and 
advisory committee. A joint venture of 
Walsh Construction Co., George A. 
Fuller Co. and Slattery Contracting Co. 
under the name Walsh-Fuller-Slattery 
was general contractor. 
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OBITUARY 
Alexander Goddard, CBE 


AS reported in our issue of Decem- 
*”™ ber 21, the death occurred, on Decem- 
ber 12, of Mr. Alexander Goddard, (BE. 
a former Secretary of the Royal Institu- 
tion of Chartered Surveyors, in his nine- 
tieth year. Since its establishment, the 
Institution has been served by only three 
secretaries, Mr. Julian Rogers, who was 
secretary for 37 years; Mr. Goddard, for 
27 years; and the present secretary, who 
has been in office since 1932. 

Before Mr. Goddard was appointed 
Secretary of the RICS, he had already 
started upon a distinguished career in the 
public service. Agriculture was his par- 
ticular interest. and after being educated 
at Haileybury, he entered the Royal 
Agricultural College at Cirencester, and 
was awarded the Ducie Gold Medal, in 
addition to obtaining his diploma. He 
was elected to Fellowship of the Insti- 
tution, 1893, and was appointed Inspector 


to the Board of Agriculture and 
Fisheries, where he remained until his 
appointment as Secretary of the Insti- 


tution in 190S. 
During his Secretary, the 
surveyors” profession underwent very great 


27 years as 


changes and received increasing recognition 
Among the indications of increasing recogni 
tion for the profession such out 
standing events as the acceptance by His late 
Majesty. King George V. of the office of 
Patron of the Institution, and the amal 
gamation between the Institution and the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Association in 1922: the 
Privy Council’s consent to the change of the 
Institution’s name in 1930 to the Chartered 
Surveyors Institution; and the formulation 
of the Code of Conduct in 1931. 

After his appointment as Secretary to the 
Institution. Mr. Goddard continued | his 
public and voluntary work, especially in 
connection with agriculture, during the first 
World War. He secretary to 
number of committees. including the Agri 
cultural Consultative Committee (1914-15) 
the Agricultural Policy Committee (1916-17) 
and to Lord Selborne’s Agricultural Policy 
Sub-Committee of the Ministry of Recon 
struction in 1918. In that year he was 
appointed a CBE. He also served as secretary 
to the Royal Commission on Agriculture in 
1919; he was a member of the Nationa 
Agricultural Council for England fron 
1921-23: and also a member of the Central 
Chamber of Agriculture. Nor were his 
public services restricted only to agriculture 
since from 1914 to 1921 he acted as secretary 
of the Professional Classes War Relief 
Council: and in 1911, by official reauest, he 
acted as secretary to a Conference of Sur 
veyors, which was convened by the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies in 1911. 


were 


acted as 


H. J. BF. Gourley, MICE 


WE REGRET to announce the death, on 
December 18, of Mr. H. J. F. Gourley. 
MEng, MICE, MIWE, FGS, President otf 
the Institution of Civil Engineers. Born 
in 1886 in Liverpool, he came to be 
recognised as a leading water engineer. 
and in 1935 was elected president of the 
Institution of Water Engineers and in 
1942 chairman of the Association of 
Consulting Engineers. Mr. Gourley was 
a senior partner in the firm of Messrs 
Binnie. Deacon and Gourley. 
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to ARCHITECT'S OWN HOUSE, 


» the 


M2 Belfast. Northern Ireland 
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to 
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15) ‘ 
17) Architect: JAMES MUNCE, ARIBA, of Munce & Kennedy 
icy 
con Builder: HENRY GILMORE 
Was 
tary 
e in 
ona : , ‘or > architec } ife : 
set ie PLAN: Sema st: ee HE house was built for the architect. his wife and two 
tral boys. The site is of restricted width, only 60 ft.. and 
his in a closely built-up suburb, whilst it slopes steeply from a 
pul . ° . 
: te private access road to a main thoroughfare on the south-west 
elief EA, boundary. Being within a prescribed area, and subject to 
1. he Ci several other restrictions. including those of contour, the site 
Sur t |: | : 7 
miss ~ tweskard park dictated that the plan form should be a compact rectangle. 
om ; ace Ol aan aD Within this rigid shape the planning of the available space 
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ais has been kept as open as possible. 
on S Trolley buses and general traffic pass along the main 
ley. = 3 thoroughfare to the south-west, but as this road is 30 ft. 
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ve SS, ~—P ah below ground-floor level of the house the architect decided 
( Me - «6 : 
be — A wo to place the living-rooms on the upper level with the bed- 
eer. Massey Plies se - rooms below. 
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| in BO een The entrance to the house is through a glazed door on to the 
v6 staircase. where four steps rise to the living area, and ten more 
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Garden elevation: first-floor living-room 
and ground-floor bedroom windows 


Architect’s Own House, 


Belfast 
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descend to the sleeping floor. The planning of this 
upper floor is open, comprising a large living-room, 
a dining space, kitchen and playroom. The complete 
south-west wall of the living-room is glazed to exploit 
view and to weave it into the 


the excellent room 


pattern as a constantly changing scroll. 


A continuous cupboard wall fitment forms the 
division between the living-room and the staircase. 
It contains a writing desk, a radiogram with record- 
storage racks, a glazed cabinet for drinks, and a 
number of adjustable shelves, set on Tonks fittings. 
The unit is faced in bird’s-eye maple, with the reveals 
of the individual compartments in mahogany. 

The natural materials in the living-room include 
a portion of walling in exposed dark blue engineering 
bricks with white mortar joints. The fireplace opening, 
in which is set an individual dog grate for an occa- 
sional fire, is flanked by two slabs of deep yellow 
Jean-Cocquille marble. 
bricks 
rises to the ceiling. The hearth is faced with 
variegated marble 
and laid to a random pattern. 


a regular soldier-coursed breast of sandlime 
3-in. 
diameter chips. multi-coloured 

The dining space, related to the kitchen and the 
living-room. has one natural faced wall of sandlime 


Above the teak mantelshelf 





PPAR he 


Fitment partition in living-room 


Living-room with dining-room beyond 


W 
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Study Ci 
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bricks. The two remaining walls are sheeted with clea: 
coloured Canadian maple. and the openings have 
purposely been kept small. Incorporated with one ol 
these openings is a dresser cupboard for storage ot 
crockery and cutlery, whilst the other is a raked-back 
plant window. 

The copper-sheeted roof is laid to diagonal sarking on 
timber trusses. The copper sheets. all rainwater goods 
in copper and the cill coverings were factory made and 
trimmed to sizes worked out by the architect. 

The house was occupied six months after work was 
commenced, and has proved satisfactory from a living 
aspect. The central heating system has proved economi- 
cal and efficient, greatly aided by rigid adherence to 


heat loss reducing standards. 





Architect’s Own House, 


Belfast 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Electrical, R. Rodgers: heating, Radiation Group Sales; 
floors, Heaton Floors: fibre board ceilings, Smyth Mills, 
Ltd.: kitchen units, English Rose; windows, McCue Dick; 
special fitment in living-room, Harland and Wolff, Ltd.:; 
painting work, George Morrow and Son. 





Kitchen 





Bedroom 
fitting 
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CONVERSION: 


PSYCHIATRIC UNIT, Newcastle General Hospital 


SCHERRER & HICKS 

in collaboration with 
P. H. KNIGHTON, MBE, ARIBA, 
Regional Architect 


Architects: 


Engineering Consultants: 


ERNEST GRIFFITHS & Son 
working in collaboration with 
the Regional Engineer 


Quantity Surveyors: 
RIDER HUNT & Partners 


Builders: 
TERSONS, Ltd. 


HE new psychiatric unit accommodates 54 patients 
and includes 15 beds on the ground floor for the 
investigation of acute cases to replace the former 
observation unit accommodated in this building. 


The conversion consisted of a drastic remodelling of 


the existing building, including the demolition and 
rebuilding of internal walls and_ staircases. the 
demolition and rebuilding in brick of end wings with 
ground, first, first-mezzanine and second floors, the 
erection of an additional storey over the main building 
and the extension of the existing boiler chamber and 
ducts including the renewing of all engineering 
services and the provision of a lift. 

An active part in the planning of the unit was taken 
by the professor of psychological medicine. at that 





— 


Four-bed ward 


time Professor Alexander Kennedy. and Professor 
Roth, his successor, has given advice on the final 
details, and the conclusion of the project. Advice on 
the planning of the department was also given by 
Dr. Hurley. the regional psychiatrist. and Miss D. 
Gibson. the former matron of the hospital. Mr. 
Forman, the supplies officer of the Newcastle Group 
of Hospitals. together with Professor Roth and the 
regional architect. have been responsible for advising 
on the choice of furniture and equipment and the 
Newcastle upon Tyne Hospital Management Com- 
mittee has been responsible for its purchase. 

The cost of the building and engineering work was 
£69.500. in addition, £8,000 has been spent on 
furniture and loose equipment. 


Occupational 


therapy room 
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FLOOR PLANS, Scale: | in. =48 ft. 


Subcontractors & Suppliers :— 

Asphalt roofing, Durastic, Ltd.; balustrading to staircases and 
roofs, M. Aynsley and Sons, Ltd.: bed lift, Austin Lifts, Ltd.: 
cubicle screen track, Shop Blinds, Ltd.: electrical installation, 
Veale Nixon, Ltd.; heating, hot and cold water, steam and condense 
and gas services, J. T. Leake and Co., Ltd.: painting, Arnold 
Sharrocks, Ltd.; metal windows and doors, Doodson and Bain, 
Ltd.; Muroglaze wall finish, Modern Surfaces, Ltd.; piped oxygen 
installation, British Oxygen Gases, Ltd.:; protective padding, Pocock 
Bros., Ltd.; reinforced hollow tile floors and roofs, Kleine Co., Ltd. : 
Semtex jointless flooring, Semtex, Ltd.; telephone installation, 
Automatic Telephone and Electric Co.: wood wool channel 
reinforced slabs, Stella Building Products, Ltd.; plumbing, George 
Bilclough, Ltd.; composition stair treads, The Ferodo Co.; fireplace 
surrounds, J. M. and J. Bartlett, Ltd.; ironmongery, N. F. Ramsay 
and Co., Ltd.:; joinery, Rippers, Ltd.: paint, Hadfields (Merton), 
Ltd.; sanitary fittings, bed-pan and macintosh sinks, Leeds Fireclay 
Co., Ltd.; sterilisers, Manlove Alliott and Co.; structural steelwork 
Robert Stevenson (Structural), Ltd.: Sundeala hardboard, J. T. 
Dove, Ltd.; bedsteads, Evered and Co., Ltd., Smethwick, Staffs. 


THE BUILDER 





Entrance hall! 


Patients’ quiet room 


Patients’ day room 


bedside lockers and desks, Steel and Wood, Ltd., Neweastle: 
counterpanes, Vantona, Ltd., Manchester: tubular chairs, Shaw 
Manufacturing Co., Ltd., London; overbed tables, Brady and 
Martin, Ltd., Newcastle; curtain material, Morton Sundour Fabrics, 
Ltd., Carlisle; easy chairs, R. W. Toothill, Ltd., Darlington: 
fireside chairs, Remploy, Ltd., Newcastle; wardrobes, W. Axlerod, 
Ltd., Newcastle; refrigerators, North Eastern Refrigeration Co., 
Ltd., Newcastle: carpets and bookcases, W. E. Harker, Ltd., 
Newcastle; linoleum, Floortile, Ltd., Newcastle. 
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News of the Week 


Berks, Bucks and Oxon Medal 


THE > RIBA is to award a bronze medal 

for a building of outstanding merit 
completed in the province of the Berk- 
shire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire 
Architectural Association during the 
four-year period ending December 31, 
1956. The award will be made by a jury 
of assessors, comprising H. M. Colvin, 
MA, Fellow of St. John’s College, 
Oxford; J. Greaves, FRIBA; R. W. Cave, 
FRIBA, and Hilton Wright, ARIBA. 
The RIBA representative is yet to be 
appointed. 


Nominations should be delivered to 
Mr. Arthur J. Miller, 21a, King’s-road, 
Reading, not later than February 23 next, 
and should include the following infor- 
mation: (a) address of building; (b) 
photographs and/or drawings of build- 
ing, with brief description; (c) name and 
address of architect: and (d) name and 
address of owner. Packages should be 
marked * Bronze Medal.’ 

Technical College Design 

BECAUSE of the importance he attaches 
to the design of the regional technical 
college to be built in Worcester, Ald. 
J. B. Edwards asked Worcester City 
Council at its meeting !ast week that plans 
should be submitted to the council for 
final approval. He also recommended 
ina private motion that the plans should 
also be available for inspection by the 
public at least 10 days before they are 
submitted to the council. 

Normally plans are recommended for 
approval by the planning committee and 
the council sees them only on the day 
they are to be approved. 


RSH Fellowships 


AMONG those upon whom the Royal 
Society of Health has conferred Fellow- 
ships in recognition of their noteworthy 
public health work are: Mr. R. Hall, JP, 
FRICS, partner in the firm of Messrs. 
D. M. Hall and Son, Edinburgh: Mr. H. 


Hopkins, MIMunE, AM1StructE, County 
Planning Ojilicer, Norfolk; Mr. 'R. D. 
Lawson, FRIBA, AMTPI, Regional 
\rchitect, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government: and Mr. R. W. Lone, 
FRIBA, FRICS. 


Health Engineering Problems 

A CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE on. the 
problems of public health engineering 
has been set up, the constituent bodies 
being the Institute of Sewage Purifica- 
lion, Institution of Municipal Engineers, 
Institution of Public Health Engineers, 
Institution of Water Engineers, Royal 
Society of Health, Royal Institute of 
Public Health and Hygiene, Sanitary 
Inspectors’ Association and Society of 
Medical Officers of Health. 


Each body has one representative on 
the Committee. The chairman is Sir 
Allen Daley, and the secretary is Mr. P. 
Arthur Wells. The Committee will be 
pleased to consider appropriate questions 
put to them at 90, Buckingham Palace- 
road, SWI, through the Councils of other 
Organisations. 


COMING EVENTS 


MONDAY, JANUARY 7 
RICS.— The Heating of Buildings by Warm 
i By Dr, W. Davidson, MIHVE, MIGasE. 
, Gt. George-st., SW1. 5.45 p.m. 
“Institu TE OF QuaNTiTy SuRvEYorS (London 
Branch).— Civil ——— By S. N. Mea- 
dows. 98, Gloucester-pl., . 6.30 p.m. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 8 


INSTITUTION OF CiviL ENGINEERS.— Vernon 
Harcourt Lecture: ‘ Inland Waterways.’ By C. 
M. Marsh. Great George-st., SW1. 5.30 p.m. 


RIBA.— Futurism and Modern Architecture.’ 
By Reyner Banham, BA. 66, Portland-p!l., W1. 
6 p.m. 


ILLUMINATING ENGINEERING SocieETy.—‘ Light- 
ing as an Effective Aid to Architecture.’ By H. 
R. Ruff, H. E. Bellchambers and R. V. Mills. 
Royal Institution, Albemarle-st., W1. 6 p.m. 


ENGINEERS (Lon- 
Section).—Presi- 
SWl. 


INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL 
don Graduates’ and Students’ 
dential address. 11, Upper Belgrave-st., 
6.30 p.m. 

THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 

INSTITUTION OF STRUCTURAL ENGINEERS.— 

* Static Stresses in Electric Overhead Travelling 
Crane Girders.’ By Dr. E. Lightfoot and Dr. 
N. Jackson. 11, Upper Belgrave-st., SW1. 6 p.m. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 11 

BIRMINGHAM & Five COUNTIES ARCHITEC- 
TURAL ASSOCIATION Liprary.— ‘Shops and 
Stores.” By R. K. Lewis, ARIBA. Society of 
Artists’ Galleries, New-st., Birmingham. 6 p.m. 


Commonwealth Hall of Residence 


COMMONWEALTH COUNTRIES, 22. in 
number, have provided a total of 
£300,000 for the building of an inter- 
national hall of residence for about 140 
students, to be built in Brunswick- 
square, for the University of London. 
An ad hoc working party will formulate, 
in co-operation with an architect yet to 
be appointed, plans for the new building. 


RIBA Intermediate Examination 


At the RIBA Intermediate Examina- 
tion, held in November, 424 candidates 
were examined; 144 passed and 280 were 
relegated. 


Scholarship Open 


Tue ScHoor of Architecture and Town 
Planning, Leeds College of Art, invite 
applications by February 18 for the 
Arthur Louis Aaron VC Scholarship of 
£250, awarded for travel and study in 
architecture. Applicants must be present 
or past students of the Leeds College of 
Art and must, at the time of taking up the 
award, hold the Diploma in Architecture 
of the School. Details advertised in this 
issue. 


Housing Architect, Liverpool 


THE ARCHITECTURAL and _ Housing 
Department of the City of Liverpool in- 
vite applications for the post of Principal 
Housing Architect, at a salary (scale E) 
of £1,515, rising to £1,735 per annum. 
The successful applicant for this post, 
which is superannuable, will be respon- 
sible for the design and supervision of all 


housing and ancillary projects. Details 
advertised in this issue. 
Heating Employers Post 

Tue Association of Heating. Ventilat- 


ing and Domestic Engineering Employers 
invite applications by January 31 for the 


17 


post of Chief Executive Officer. A part- 
time appointment at a salary of £2,000 per 
annum or thereabouts is envisaged and 
there is no reason why the post should 
not be held concurrently with a similar 
appointment. Details advertised in this 
issue. 


Appointments 


RADNORSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL have 
appointed Mr. James Josevh Teesdale (at 
present area surveyor for South Cardi- 
ganshire) as county surveyor for Radnor- 
shire to succeed Major D. H. Banks, who 
has been appointed to Herefordshire. 


PVC Sheeting Standards 


THE FIRST British Standards insisting 
on the labelling of materials and recom- 
mending that the public should be 
advised about the proper use and 
treatment were published recently by 
the BSI. They concern plastics sheet- 
ing known as PVC (polyvinyl chloride) 
the uses of which range from film-thin 
rainwear to heavy air baffles. for the coal- 
mines. PVC sheeting represents nearly a 
quarter of the total British PVC output. 
The industry itself has instigated the 
establishment of the Standards and taken 
a leading part in drafting them. One 
Standard (BS2739: 1956) is entirely new, 
the other (BS1763: 1956) is a comprehen- 
sive revision, broadening and bringing up 
to date a Standard published in 1951. 
For the first time embossed and laminated 
sheeting are brought within the scope of 
the Standard for thin sheeting. 


Professional Announcements 


Messrs. J. M. Witson, H. C. Mason 
Partyers of 3, Chandos-st., Cavendish-sq., 
don, WI, announce that Mr. H. C. Mason, 
OBE, FRIBA, and Mr. O. F. Savece, MC. 
FRIBA, retired from the firm on December 31. 
1956 


As from December 24 Mr. PETER WAKEFIELD 
and Mr. T. McEwan Porter (Imrie, Porter & 
W akefield) have opened an office at 35, Market- 
place, Warminster (Tel.: Warminster 2123 and 
2051). Mr. Wakefield will carry on all work 
previously dealt with at 18, Orchard-street. 
Bristol 1, from the main Warminster office. 


FROM * THE BUILDER’ OF 1857 
Saturday, January 3, 1857 

SHEERNESS WATERWORKS. A company 
is now in the course of formation for the 
supply of the town of Sheerness with 
water. It appears that the inhabitants 
are dependent upon two wells, and that 
the water is distributed from house to 
house in barrels, drawn by donkeys, and 
sold at so much per pailful. Within 
the last few months one of the wells 
has become chocked up, and it has 
been thought by some persons a 
favourable opportunity to form a 
company to establish efficient water- 
works, and to carry the water through 
pipes to every house in the place. 
A public meeting was held on the 18th 
ult. which was well attended. The pro- 
moters explained the necessitous condi- 
tion of the town, and the means by which 
they proposed to carry out the company 
under the new Limited Liability Act... 
resolutions were unanimously passed by 
the meeting, expressing its sympathy with 
the movement, and pledging itself to 
support it by every means in its power. 
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Concerning Committees 
By RONALD BRADBURY, PhD, FRIBA 


TIYHERE is a north country saying that 
‘there’s nowt so queer as folk’! 
This statement is never truer than when 
it is applied to a group of persons ‘in 
committee.’ The act of serving on a com- 
mittee appears to do something to most 
individuals. It seems to change their 
personalities, making some feel bigger, 
brighter and better, whilst others, brave 
enough in other fields of human endea- 
vour, cringe beneath a chairman’s eagle 
eve. There is indeed a courage of the 
committee room as of the battlefield! 
The result of all this change of per- 
sonality business, this Dr. Jeky!l and Mr. 
Hyde stuff, is that a committee, having 
regard to the sum of all the personalities 
of its constituent members, never seems 
to act collectively as one would expect 
it to do. Nor, on the other hand, does 
it arrive at decisions which are ~ the 
averaged-out-normal ’ views of its mem- 
bers. Despite its simple dictionary de- 
finition as ‘a body appointed or elected 
for some special business,’ a committee 
is a very complex organism, supra- 
human, with a will of its own and a 
code and pattern of behaviour entirely 
different from that of the individual. As 
soon as a committee settles down to its 
business at the command of the chair- 
man’s gavel, a mysterious ‘plus’ is 
added. It ceases to be a collection of 
separate individuals and becomes instead 
a group with a solidarity and personality 
all its own. We are, in fact, faced with 
the phenomenon of group-behaviour. 
Committees as Policy Makers 
With a gradualness that has largely 
obscured the process, in architectural 
practice, as indeed in most other fields, 
the committee is replacing or has re- 
placed already the individual as a means 
of making decisions and determining 
policy. Very seldom, whether he is in 
private practice or in the public service, 
does an architect deal to-day with a single 
individual on matters affecting his pro- 
fessional responsibilities. Most problems 
are ‘ matters for the committee to decide,’ 
whether they involve the receipt of in- 
structions, the approval of a design or 
even appointments as architect. If, then, 
committees have such an important place 
in current practice, and there is no indi- 
cation that any effective method of birth 
control can be devised to prevent them 
breeding or spreading further, surely it 
would be wise to think about them a 
little. As yet there are no BSS on com- 
mittees and no codes of practice or 
formulae are available on the subject of 
‘Committees. treatment of ’! Yet experi- 
ence teaches us that there do exist certain 
recognisable patterns of committee- 
behaviour and that there are some vague 
and generalised principles which, if ap- 
preciated, are often of practical assist- 
ance ‘in committee.’ In a tentative and 
elementary way, the following paragraph 
covers some of the points which may be 
of interest as an opening gambit to this 
study. 
To give some shape, no matter how 


arbitrary, to our examination, let us deal 
with the subject under the following four 
headings: (a) The Differing Functions of 
Committees; (b) Types of Committees: 
(c) Reporting to Committees; (d) Record- 
ing a Committee’s Decisions 

Basically, a committee can perform 
either of two functions. It can * decide’ or 
it can * advise.” It is either executive and 
policy making and thus gives ‘ instruc- 
tions’ or else it functions purely in an 
advisory capacity to some superior body. 
In the first case it is a committee and 
in the second case it is really a sub- 
committee, even though the prefix ‘ sub’ 
may not be featured in fact in its title. 
Of course, some committees can function 
in either capacity according to the parti- 
cular subject under discussion and the 
extent of the powers delegated to them 
by a superior body. 


Likes and Dislikes 


The architect will encounter both types 
of committees and he will be a wise man 
if he moulds his presentation rather 
differently for ‘real’ committees and 
sub-committees. When dealing with a 
committee which has full executive 
powers, that is one empowered to accept 
or reject any proposal, the architect will 
define his case accordingly. He must 
realise that he is appearing before the 
final tribunal from which there can be 
no appeal. He must convince or fall. It 
seems to be a characteristic of most 
executive committees that they like their 
information *neat’ and undiluted with 
subsidiary issues. They prefer clear-cut 
alternatives and normally frown upon 
theoretical essays covering all the possible 
permutations and combinations. Nothing 
appears to upset such a committee more 
or to be more liable to get them bogged 
down than a plethora of subsidiary mat- 
ters. (Incidentally, nothing is easier than 
to become bogged down with detail, as 
there are always individual committee 
members willing and anxious to raise 
such questions as the colour of the floor 
finishes to the lavatories before the main 
scheme has been accepted in outline, or 
possibly even before it has been discussed 
at all.) A chairman’s primary aim on an 
execulive committee is to get clear-cut 
decisions and to get them quickly, and 
an architect should bear this in mind 
when he is designing his method of pre- 
sentation. 

In the case of an advisory committee, 
however, the whole climate is quite dif- 
ferent. An advisory committee likes to 
be able to justify its existence. It resents 
being considered or treated merely as a 
post office, where schemes prepared by 
the architect, or anyone else for that 
matter, are merely rubber-stamped and 
passed on to the senior body. It likes 
to be able to feel that at the stage where 
It comes into the picture there is still 
scope and margin for modification, and 
that it can imprint its personality upon 
the proposals submitted. Most sub-com- 
mittees are very touchy on this point, 
and, after all, this is only human nature, 
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for everyone, or at least nearly everyone. 
likes to feel he has had a finger in the 
pie. In planning one’s method of pre. 
sentation, therefore, to such a committee. 
this quality, no doubt due basically to 4 
slight inferiority complex, must be taken 
into account. 

Having dealt with the differing func. 
tions of committees, let us briefly now 
consider the character of committees, 
and, for the sake of convenience, divide 
them into three types, namely (a) expert 
committees, (b) non-expert committees 
and (c) mixed committees. Let us define 
an expert committee as one wholly or 
mainly made up of members with a sound 
practical or professional knowledge of 
the subject-matter with which the com- 
mittee is to deal, and a non-expert com- 
mittee as one in which the majority of 
the members are ordinary individuals 
with no more knowledge of the subject 
to be dealt with than one would expect 
to be possessed by the ordinary man in 
the street. A mixed committee would be, 
of course, one in which there was a more 
or less exact balance between expert 
and lay members, and on average this 
type of committee is probably the most 
difficult with which to deal. Matters 
have of necessity to be presented with a 
bias towards one side of the committee 
or the other, with the result that in a 
mixed committee there are sure to be 
complaints that the reports are either too 
technical or too elementary. Moreover, 
conditions * in committee’ are also likely 
to be difficult. Fur soon flies when ex- 
perts adopt the ‘Of course, you could 
not expect to know’ angle, or the lay 
members start a speech: ‘I am only a 
simple man, but these experts seem to 
forget——.’ 

On the other hand, although a com- 
mittee of experts may have no difficulty 
in understanding the technical issues in- 
volved, the arguments among them are 
likely to be even more acrimonious be- 
cause there may be two or more schools 
of thought on the subject, each bitterly 
opposed to the other, and determined not 
to give way as ‘a matter of principle.’ 
(Incidentally, when things become ‘a 
matter of principle’ in any committee, 
lay or expert, executive or advisory, look 
out for squalls and the hasty departure 
of reason through the nearest exit!) 


Value of the Lay Committee 


On the whole there is much to be said 
for a lay committee even when decisions 
on technical matters have to be taken. 
Somehow that mysterious something 
which is added to a committee often ap- 
pears to include a shrewd common sense 
and a nose for the right decision 
(although often for the wrong reasons). 
But whatever the merits or demerits of 
each type of committee—and individual 
committees will, of course, vary with the 
character and calibre of their members— 
it is wise to have clearly in mind the 
type of committee to which one is to 
report when preparing material to present 
to them. or appearing before them in 
person. 

But whatever type of committee we 
are called upon to deal with, we shall 
soon come up against the problems of 
‘factions *; those sub-divisions of a com- 
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mittee in which a number of individuals 
are bound together by some common 
interest or loyalty and tend to vote the 
party ticket or at least to follow the lead 
given by their chief spokesman. These 
‘factions’ occur in Committees in every 
walk of life and are not confined to 
politics. The feeling between factions 
may be just as strong and the groupings 
just as rigidly defined on a committee 
dealing with the building of a church 
hall as anywhere else. Notice must then 
be taken of the existence of these factions, 
and whilst the average architect is far too 
simple a soul to attempt to meddle with 
them or to try to play one off against 
the other, nevertheless it is useful to have 
some idea of the likely set-up of a com- 
mittee. Obviously, it would be foolish 
to present one’s proposals to a commit- 
tee in such a way as to antagonise at the 
outset a majority of its members, 
although this does not mean, on the other 
hand, that in order to attempt to please 
one group, one need inevitably upset the 
remainder. Discretion and tact are the 
key words here. 

But, above all, whether factions do or 
do not exist, honesty in dealing with 
committees is just as desirable and per- 
haps even more essential than when deal- 
ing with individuals. There is an inherent 
‘group-suspicion’ abroad in most com- 
mittees. After all, one has set out to 
convince a number of people, not one, 
about something, and in a group there 
are more individuals to smell out any 
dishonesty of purpose or lack of sincerity 
and to bring it to the attention of the 


_ test. 


Reporting Methods 


The problem of reporting to commit- 
tees, or, to put it more bluntly, of selling 
one’s ideas to a committee, raises a num- 
ber of issues. Basically, there are three 
methods of approach. First, the presen- 
tation may be wholly impersonal; that 
is, it may be confined wholly to a written 
report. Alternatively, it may be wholly 
verbal by appearing before a committee 
and explaining, without reference to any 
documents, what one’s intentions are. 
Or, thirdly, it may be a combination of 
both, that is a written report as well as 
an appearance in person before the com- 
mittee to explain one’s scheme and to 
answer questions. 

In certain exceptional instances the 
impersonal method may be the only one 
open to the architect and must perforce 
be accepted despite its limitations. 
Normally, however, the other two courses 
are both possible. Each of the three 
methods has advantages and disadvan- 
tages, but, by and large, the third is the 
best. But even if a personal appearance 
is to be made, experience indicates that 
the report itself should be as complete 
as possible and should read as if personal 
explanations were not required and were 
not to be given. Especially is this the 
case where a report is to be circulated to 
members in advance of the meeting. 
Although an exceptional personality with 
a burst of rhetorical fireworks may so 
dazzle a committee that it approves his 
proposals before being released from his 
spell, and therefore finds a written report 
unnecessary, most of us would be wiser 


to pin our faith on documents prepared 
quietly in our own offices than on the 
mood of the moment ‘in committee.’ 

And after the committee is over, what 
then? Then, of course, the trouble really 
Starts, if one has not been on the alert 
whilst it has been in session. Did they 
agree on this? What was their decision 
on that? Which alternative did they 
finally accept? These are the dilemmas 
with which one is bound to be faced if 
no proper minutes have been kept of the 
committee proceedings. Those of us who 
work for local authorities know we can 
rely on the committee clerks who expertly 
record the final decisions, but such expert 
secretaries are not always available, and 
architects who are unsure of the quality 
of the recording machinery at any com- 
mittee they are asked to attend would 
always be well advised to have a colleague 
with them to make notes of the decisions 
taken and the instructions given by the 
committee; thus leaving one free to con- 
centrate on the presentation, not bothered 
simultaneously by the secretarial side. 

Basically, there are three methods of 
recording committee proceedings. The 
first is to attempt to record everything of 
the slightest importance which anybody 
at all said during the proceedings. This 
is hopeless unless one has a tape recorder 
or a Skilled shorthand writer! In any 
case, much of the material will be useless 
and a lot of it probably better forgotten. 
The second method is to record decisions 
and instructions only. The third is a com- 
promise between the two extremes. Again 
from experience I find that the simple 
recording of the decisions and instruc- 
tions is by far the most satisfactory 
arrangement. Somehow, with experience, 
one finds that these bare bones serve to 
jog one’s memory much more effectively 
as to what actually took place than would 
a woolly and verbose account of the 
whole proceedings. 


To Sum Up 


What, then, does all this add up to? 
If we attempt to summarise we may 
précis the foregoing paragraphs as 
follows : — 

1. Weigh up what a committee is for. 

2. Find out what type it is and how it is 
made up and then consider and deter- 
mine the best methods of presenting 
your material, and prepare it accord- 
ingly. Consider simultaneously what 
questions you are likely to be asked 
and, if possible, deal with them in 
advance in your report. 

3. Make sure that a proper record is kept 
of the decisions and instructions which 
the committee gives to you. 

Is there anything more I can add? 
One final word: for goodness’ sake speak 
loudly and clearly when appearing before 
a committee. 

And when you have done all that— 
keep your fingers crossed, for there is one 
thing on which you can bet your bottom 
dollar: it is that whatever you expect to 
happen won't happen. Expect the unex- 
pected and you won't be far wrong; for 
l end as I began, ‘ there’s nowt so queer 
as folk “in committee” ”! 


Reprinted by permission from the Journal, 
RIBA 
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COUNTY AND CITY AND 
BOROUGH ARCHITECTS’ 
SOCIETIES 


Joint Annual Dinner 


HE County and City and Borough 

Architects’ Societies held their joint 
annual dinner at the Tallow Chandlers Hall 
on December 5 last. 

Mr. FRANK VoSPER, Parliamentary Secre- 
tary to the Ministry of Education, spoke of 
the hopes of the Ministry of Education with 
regard to their building programme. 

Mr. A. G. SHEPPARD FIDLER, FRIBA, pro- 
posing the toast to the ‘Local Authorities 
and their Associations,’ referred to certain 
advantages in consulting with builders at an 
early stage, providing, if this were done, that 
the principles of competition were not 
excluded. 

ALDERMAN ALLDRIDGE, replying, referred 
to what he considered were the three attitudes 
of mind of the official architect: first the 
architect as an architect; secondly the archi- 
tect as an officer of his authority; and thirdly 
the architect as a citizen. He went on to 
express great admiration of the work which 
had been done by the architects in the past 
three years. 

Mr. C. G. STILLMAN, FRIBA, proposed 
the toast to the ‘ Royal Institute of British 
Architects and Guests,’ which was replied 
to by the President of the RIBA, Mr. KEN- 
NETH M. B. Cross, and SIR FREDERICK 
MANDER, chairman of the Bedfordshire 
County Council. Sir Frederick said: ‘In this 
age of manual arrogance, the professions are 
still key people, and among the professions 
the architects are key men amongst key 
men. The work of the architects is, in fact, 
a prelude to development and reform. 


ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL 


Working of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1947 


ON May 1, 1956, the Council of the RIBA 
approved an interim report prepared by a 
Joint Committee consisting of representa- 
tives of the Public Relations Committee, the 
Town and Country Planning and Housing 
Committee and the Salaried and Official 
Architect’s Committee on the working of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947, in 
regard to the operation of aesthetic controls. 

The Report (writes the secretary PHA) 
was published in the RIBA JouRNAL and 
some of the architectural papers in a very 
abbreviated form and made recommenda- 
tions the terms of which gave rise to mis- 
understanding. Following upon representa- 
tions by the Institution of Civil Engineers, 
the Institution of Municipal Engineers and 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
these bodies together with the Town Plan- 
ning Institute accepted an invitation from 
the Royal Institute to attend a meeting to 
discuss the position. This meeting was held 
on October 17 under the chairmanship of the 
president, RIBA, and a report of the meet- 
ing was submitted to the Council of the 
Royal Institute on November 6. The Council 
have requested the Joint Committee to give 
further consideration to the whole matter 
with a view to producing a fully considered 
statement of policy which it is intended to 
discuss with the other bodies represented at 
the meeting before publication. 
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Air Conditioning of Buildings 


THE ALFRED BOSSOM LECTURE 


ME. J. S. HALES, BSc, AlnstP, FInstF, 

AMIHVE, Director, Heating and 
Ventilating Research Council, and Direc- 
tor, Industrial and Domestic Develop- 
ment Laboratories, BCURA, delivered 
the Alfred Bossom Lecture to the Royal 
Society of Arts in London, on November 
28, with Sir Howard Robertson, MC, 
ARA, PPRIBA, SADG, in the chair. We 
take the following extracts from Mr. 
Hales’s remarks: 

The subject title ‘ Air Conditioning of 
Buildings’ clearly needs a few words of 
explanation, since not only is it a term 
heard rather infrequently in this country, 
but it may be interpreted as covering 
almost every aspect of heating and venti- 
lating a building. Recently the American 
Society of Heating, Ventilating and Air 
Conditioning Engineers has decided on 
the following definition: ‘ Air Condition- 
ing is the process of treating air so as to 
control its temperature, humidity, cleanli- 
ness and distribution to meet the require- 
ments of the conditioned space.’ 

In this definition, the control of tem- 
perature clearly implies the use of both 
cooling and heating to maintain the re- 
quired conditions in summer and winter, 
and it is in this respect that differences 
in emphasis between this country and 
those abroad are most marked. The main 
reason for this is almost too obvious to 
state, since it is the relatively mild climate 
which we enjoy—or perhaps one should 
say, about which one continues to 
grumble! 

Now in discussing air conditioning it is 
important first of all to distinguish be- 
tween that designed to provide optimum 
comfort of the inhabitants, and generally 
referred to as ‘comfort air conditioning ’ 
and that designed to deal with some par- 
ticular manufacturing or other process 
which requires specially controlled con- 
ditions for its effective operation. At the 
present time it is clearly the latter form 
of air conditioning which is the more 
important in this country, although it will 
be seen that present trends are likely to 
bring comfort conditioning to the fore. 

Although as regards comfort air con- 
ditioning, summer temperatures in this 
country rarely call for a degree of cooling 
which cannot be reasonably provided by 
natural ventilation in the average office 
or home, conditions in most of our cities 
are changing in a manner that makes air 
conditioning very desirable in some cir- 
cumstances. The increasing size of office 
blocks, many with extensive floor areas, 
is One instance of a trend of development 
in which the overheating and lack of 
ventilation of the internal areas, due to 
absence of outside windows and general 
low heat loss, calls for a measure of arti- 
ficial cooling by a system of air condition- 
ing. Again, acute problems of noise 
arising not only from traffic at street level, 
but also increasingly from overhead, are 
mitigated only by ensuring the tight 
closure of outside windows which cannot 
then be used as a natural even method of 
ventilation. Of equal importance to that 
of noise is the question of dirt in the 
atmosphere and here again the opening 


of these windows, or even the infiltration 
of air through badly fitting windows, 
often causes unpleasant conditions and 
results in heavy maintenance of deco- 
rations and furnishings, particularly in 
the larger industrial towns. 

As for public halls, cinemas, assembly 
rooms and similar buildings, these, in 
many cases, demand a standard of air 
purity and control of temperature and 
humidity, winter and summer, which »; 
fully instrumented air-conditioning , ‘ote 
can satisfy. At the present time, almost 
without exception, cinemas have no facili- 
ties for chilling the circulated air, and 
most people will be only too well aware 
of the discomfort of such places in warm 
and humid weather. 


Air-Conditioning Equipment 

The design of air-conditioning equip- 
ment to provide the control of tempera- 
ture both by cooling and heating, taking 
into account such factors as moisture 
and purity of the air in a building takes 
a variety of forms, and it is not the pur- 
pose of the present paper to describe the 
many variations which are _ possible. 
Basically most arrangements can be split 
into their main components which com- 
prise (i) an air filter for the incoming 
outside air; (ii) means for regulating the 
humidity of the air; (iii) means for adjust- 
ing the final temperature of the air for 
either heating or cooling purposes; (iv) 
fan units to circulate the conditioned air; 
(v) duct work with associated air outlets 
to distribute the air to various parts of 
the building as required, and finally (vi) 
automatic controls to regulate the various 
parts of the system. 

The scale of such equipment varies 
probably more widely than any other 
single type of engineering plant, and can 
range from the smallest unit designed to 
fit into the lower part of a window to 
condition the air of a single room, to 
the extensive centralized services for the 
largest offices. 

Atmospheric dust—a term intended to 
cover all the solid impurities in the air 
including smoke—is of vital concern in 
air conditioning and on the effectiveness 
of its removal may depend the whole 
success or failure of the installation. This 
term of the equipment is likely to assume 
even greater importance as the cost of 
maintenance of decorations increases with 
the growing cost of labour and materials. 

Many different types of filtration equip- 
ment exist, such as fabric filters, viscous- 
coated filters, electrostatic filters. Each 
of these types have their own particular 
characteristics and applications, and in 
some cases two or more types may be 
combined to satisfy the necessary stand- 
ards of air filtration. | For removal of 
the very fine particles, largely responsible 
for staining troubles, there is little doubt 
that the electrostatic filter is the most 
effective. Although this type of equip- 
ment is relatively expensive, its mainten- 
ance costs are low, whereas many of the 
throw-away designs of filters are much 
cheaper in first cost but entail high 
maintenance. 
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The most general procedure for re 
duction of noise level produced by the 
circulating system is to use, as far ag 
possible, low-speed fans and low Velocitia 
in ducts and at air outlets, and recom. 
mendations exist for this purpose, 
Clearly the need for sound attenuation 
will depend on the function of the par. 
ticular building being air conditioned, 
Probably the most stringent requirements 
are for broadcasting studios, while con. 
cert halls require special consideration, 
with hotels and offices coming next ip 
order. 


Location of Air Outlets 


Although the primary object.of the air 
outlets is to bring in the conditioned air, 
they should be arranged so that they pro. 
duce as much eddying of the surrounding 
air as possible, without however causing 
noticeable draughts. In this way they can 
produce a more stimulating atmosphere 
and counteract any tendency towards 
stuffiness in isolated regions. — Experi- 
ments have shown that the slot form 
of inlet is more effective in creating eddies 
than apertures having more uniformly 
proportioned dimensions, including 
grilles, and there are now a variety of 
designs, including concentric _ baffles, 
which aim at achieving the best distri- 
bution pattern. 

It is not until either a drastic reduc- 
tion occurs in the amount of air to be 
circulated, or until the high-pressure high- 
velocity systems or combinations of the 
two are employed, that really small ducts 
become possible. One method of reduc- 
ing the amount of air to be circulated is 
to take most of the heating and cooling 
load away from the air and distribute 
it, using water as the heating or cooling 
medium in heat transfer surfaces installed 
in the actual spaces to be conditioned. 
One such method now being extensively 
adopted in the United States makes use 
of high-velocity air distributed through 
small ducts to individual heating and 
cooling cabinets situated in the con- 
ditioned space, the coils in the cabinets 
being fed with either chilled or hot water 
as required from a centralised source. 
The air issuing from the high-pressure 
apertures in the cabinets is first carefully 
baffled to eliminate unwanted noise, and 
is so arranged as to entrain large volumes 
of the room air which are thereby induced 
to pass through the heating or cooling 
coils, thus producing the required room 
temperatures. The primary high-pressure 
air is often less than one-fifth of the total 
air circulating through the room, and this, 
combined with the high velocity in the 
ducting, enables the latter to be of very 
small size. It should be noted with this 
system that provision must be made for 
draining away the condensate which 
forms on the cooling coils in each of the 
cabinets. 

By far the largest field of application of 
air conditioning is to be found in 
industry, where requirements for control- 
led temperatures, humidity and purity are 
rapidly becoming more and _ more 
exacting. Not unexpectedly many of the 
newer synthetic fibres now used on high- 
speed precision machinery demand con- 
trolled atmospheric conditions. Fruit 
storage is another example where aif 
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conditioning is playing an ever-increasing 

tt in maintaining the necessary 
standards. The food industry employs 
4 wide variety of air-conditioning plant 
to ensure consistent products and safe 
storage. For some industries the need 
for air purity and complete freedom 
from even the finest particles of dust in 
the conditioned air are of paramount 
importance. One such case is the watch- 
making industry, while another is that of 
photographic materials in which there is 
a further requirement for freedom from 
‘fog -producing contaminants. 


Odour and Sterilisation of Air 


Apart from questions of air purity in 
terms of quantity of dust, the problem 
of odour and sterilisation is sometimes 
encountered. Although a good deal of 
work has been done on the subject over 
the last few years, the mechanism where- 
by odours are eliminated is complicated, 
and it is difficult to differentiate between 
elimination in the chemical sense and a 
mere masking of the odour by another 
of a more pleasant variety. 

One interesting fact which has been 
established in connection with odour is 
that some odours, particularly those 
associated with fabrics, linoleum and 
paint, become more apparent as the 
humidity increases, but this must not be 
confused with the common experience of 
‘places smelling damp.’ 

Air Conditioning and Possible 

Trends 

It is seen that, although the place of 
air conditioning in many industrial appli- 
cations is well established and_ will 
undoubtedly continue to expand, some of 
the problems associated with the pro- 
vision of complete air conditioning in 
other fields will tend to retard its more 
ready adoption. Capital cost is one of 
the main deterrents, particularly where 
the advantages of a clean controlled 
atmosphere cannot easily be put on to a 
firm monetary basis. Another difficulty 
is that of providing sufficient space to 
house the somewhat extensive engineer- 
ing services which a good system of air 
conditioning may involve, and here the 
trouble may often be a reluctance or 
omission of the architect and heating 
engineer to get together at an early 
enough stage of planning, so that each 
fully understands the requirements of the 
other and a satisfactory and convincing 
scheme can be put to the client or 
purchaser. Too often one hears of 
insufficient space left for the provision of 
the best type of plant, or unwillingness to 
spend that additional capital for those 
extra controls which may make or mar 
the whole project. 

In looking at future trends one must 
obviously not omit reference to the 
Possible use of heat-pump cycles of 
operation. As most people know, the 
heat pump enables low-grade heat such 
as that in the outside air to be upgraded 
to a useful temperature, using a relatively 
small amount of energy, usually in the 
— of an electrically driven refriger- 
ator. 

Abroad there are a number of instal- 
lations in use, but their success is 


determined to a large extent by the avail- 
ability of a suitable source of low-grade 
heat, cheap electrical power and a fairly 
large cooling-load requirement. It is 
true that in this country, in spite of the 
great energy advantage obtained (which 
may amount to obtaining about 34 times 
the quantity of heat for that put in as 
electricity for driving the plant) the cost 
of operation compared with more con- 
ventional heating, for example by oil, 
shows little saving. Where refrigerating 
plant is already being installed for cool- 
ing purposes, one is perhaps more than 
half way towards the possibility of heat- 
pump operation, with its attendant 
advantages on the score of labour 
maintenance and freedom from atmos- 
pheric pollution. Even the possible dis- 
advantage associated with fairly frequent 
defrosting of heating surfaces where out- 
side air is used as the source of heat can 
be overcome by reasonably simple means 
which would only absorb some two to 
three per cent. of the total heat require- 
ments. In any event, the fuel situation 
will change progressively, with electricity 
cost tending to show increasing advantage 
over other fuels in the years ahead, when 
atomic energy is contributing a major 
part of the supply of power and the costs 
of alternative sources of energy tend to 
rise at a faster rate as they become less 
freely available. 

Finally the general appreciation of the 
value of clean and controlled air will 
itself create demands for its wider use, 
and make us follow the American trend 
—but in a mild form—of air conditioned 
mindedness. 


LOCAL GOVERNMENT 
ORGANISATION 
Association of Municipal 

Corporations’ Views 


in London on 


AT a special meeting 
" Association of 


December 12, the 


Municipal Corporations approved and 
adopted a memorandum, embodying the 
Association’s considered views on_ the 


Government’s White Paper Local Govern- 
ment: Areas and Status of Local Authori- 
ties in England and Wales (Cmd. 9831), 
which was published by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government on July 31 
last. In addition to sending the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government a copy of 
the memorandum, the Association gave 
approval for placing the following views on 
the White Paper before the Minister :— 

(i) That, while the Association is willing 
to accept the broad approach to the prob- 
lem of local government reorganisation de- 
scribed in the White Paper it is unable to 
give a final decision until the Government’s 
proposals in regard to the allocation of 
functions and the provision of adequate 
financial resources are made known; 

(ii) that the Association notes with regret 
that the County Councils Association has 
already retracted from the agreed proposals 
in relation to the conferment of functions 
and places on record its view that, having 
regard to the widespread dissatisfaction of 
non-county boroughs in regard to the dele- 
gation of powers by county councils, it is 
essential that, wherever possible, functions 
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should be conferred on  non-county 
boroughs directly and not by means of 
delegation from county councils; 

(iii) that when an authority is seeking 
county borough status its population should 
be regarded on the basis of its planned and 
foreseeable growth and not merely on its 
population at the date of the review; 

(iv) when such an authority has estab- 
lished its fitness for promotion, the onus 
should rest upon the county council con- 
cerned to establish that the county cannot, 
either alone or after amalgamation with 
another county or counties, function as a 
satisfactory unit of local government; 

(v) that in relation to applications by 
county borough councils for extensions of 
their areas the - present Parliamentary 
practice should be continued, whereby 
when the applicants have established their 
case the onus is on those who oppose the 
extension to show that any disadvantages 
which may ensue are so grave that the pro- 
posed extension should be refused; 

(vi) that, having taken note of the 
Government’s decision that no promotion 
to county borough status should be made in 
Middlesex notwithstanding the existence 
within that county of several boroughs 
eminently fitted for that status on grounds 
of population, resources and administrative 
records, the Association emphasises the 
importance of the direct conferment on the 
Middlesex boroughs of as many additional 
functions as possible; 

(vii) that the Minister should re-examine 
the proposal that the reviews of county 
districts should be carried out by county 
councils, with the view of entrusting this 
duty to the Local Government Commission 
or some other independent body: 

(viii) that any proposal invoiving the 
reduciion in status of a non-county borough 
should be referred to the Local Government 
Commission or some other independent 
body and, if approved by them, should be 
included in a separate order capable of 
challenge in Parliament; 

(ix) that before the Minister makes up 
his mind on any guidance he proposes to 
give under para. 50 of the White Paper on 
the minimum populations for county dis- 
tricts the Association should have an oppor- 
tunity of expressing views to him; 

(x) that legislation should provide for the 
retention of parish councils in former rural 
parishes included in boroughs and for the 
permissive extension of the parish council 
concept in urban areas; 

(xi) that the legislation necessary to deal 
comprehensively with local government 
organisation, functions and finance should 
be introduced without delay. 


The Plasterboard Industry 


The Plasterboard Industry announces 
that the Gypsum Building Products Asso- 
ciation has been dissolved and that a new 
association to be known as the Gypsum 
Plasterboard Development Association has 
been formed with the object of promoting, 
encouraging and developing the use of 
plasterboard in Great Britain. The new 
association will take over such activities as 
the publication of ‘The Gypsum Journal ’ 
and the discussion of technical matters with 
Government departments and _ other 
organisations, 
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IN PARLIAMENT 

By Our Parliamentary Correspondent 
The Electricity Bill 

WHEN the Electricity Bill, which seeks 

to reorganise the electricity supply 
industry, came up for second reading in the 
Commons on December 17, Mr. AUBREY 
Jones, Minister of Fuel and Power, had 
little more to offer M.P.s on the topic of 
nuclear power development than his state- 
ment earlier in the day that the Govern- 
ment’s announcement of their expansion 
plans had been deferred until the New 
Year. ) 

He did, however, warn the nation of the 
sacrifice which the tremendous investment 
in nuclear power would require, without 
specifying any figure, adding that the 
Government were prepared to pursue 
policies which would make that amount of 
investment possible. It was, he suggested. 
not important merely to double or treble 
the figures on paper but to speed up the 
operation of the machine. 

To build a conventional power station in 
Britain took about seven years from incep- 
tion to operation. Calder Hall, built by 
the Atomic Energy Authority, took three 
and a half years. There were special cir- 
cumstances for that. There were privileges 
facilitating its construction, and the scheme 
did not have to be fitted into an elaborate 
national plan. This disparity was too great, 
and if the nuclear programme was to be 
speeded the time must be abridged. 

Mr. JAMES CALLAGHAN. for the Opposition, 
pointed out that it would not be as cheap 
to build nuclear power stations for many 
years as it was to build conventional 
Stations, and if the authority were not to 
consider the national interest they would be 
proceeding not with the building of nuclear 
power Stations, but with the building of oil- 
fired or even more coal-fired stations. The 
Central Electricity Authority were being 
asked to undertake a tremendous gamble 
over atomic energy. It would be a tragedy 
if Calder Hall did not turn out a success. 
He believed it would be a success, and the 
Minister was right to standardise on the 
Calder Hall type of reactor in building new 
power stations instead of waiting for 
developments which would give a “much 
greater thermal efficiency. 

It was left to Mr. Georrrey LLoyp, Mr. 
Jones's predecessor, to attempt to give 
realistic appraisal of the cost of develop- 
ment. It was during his tenure of the 
Ministry that the Government's original 
programme providing for 12 power stations 
was announced in February, 1955, and he 
said that, although the Government had not 
stated what their intentions were -about 
expansion, they could all make reasonable 
surmises and have reasonable expectations 
in the light of what had been said already 
and‘in the light of the announcements about 
the tenders for contracts for the new atomic 
power stations. 

It had been found that the output of these 
new Stations would be double that which was 
envisaged in 1955, and thus the prospects for 
the future expansion of the programme were 
good. Clearly output might be doubled. 
trebled or increased even more. Capital 
expenditure was bound to be heavy, He 
calculated that the trebled programme would 


require expenditure of between £700m. to 
£720m. in the next nine years; spread over 
that period that sum was not too large. 

If progress was to be made at that speed 
the Government would have to consider 
whether to change over entirely and not 
build any more coal-burning stations at a 
time when the first nuclear power stations, 
those for which contracts had been issued, 
would have been operating for a com- 
paratively short time. 

The Bill was read a second time. 


OTHER BUSINESS 
St. Thomas’s Hospital Plans 


Mr. KNOox CUNNINGHAM asked the Minis- 
ter of Health if he would state the reason 
for delay in rebuilding blocks 1 and 2 of St. 
Thomas's Hospital; and when work on these 
blocks would start. 

Mr. TurTON, in a _ written reply on 
December 17, stated—A recent structural 
survey has led the Board of Governors to 
review their reconstruction plans. I expect 
to receive their revised proposals early next 
year. 

House-building Standards 


THE Minister of Housing and Local 
Government expressed, in a written -reply 
in the House of Commons on December 
18, his satisfaction that the certificate issued 
by the National House-Builders’ Registration 
Council provided a valuable means of pro- 
tecting house purchasers against jerry build- 
ing. Mr. DUNCAN SANDYS was replying to 
Mr. Gough, who had asked if he was satis- 
fied that this certificate was a protection, and 
whether he would be prepared to take action 
to enforce the making good of all defects 
where such certificates had been issued. 

‘A purchaser,’ the Minister went on, ‘ who 
considers that the builder has not complied 
with the standards certificate can, in the 
absence of agreement, submit the issue to 
arbitration. This is not a matter in which 
] have any power to intervene.’ 


Local Costs 

Mr. Etwyn Jones asked the Minister 
what would be the ultimate cost to a local 
authority of building a £2,000 house at cur- 
rent interest rates. 

Mr. SANDYS, in a written answer, stated: 
Iwo thousand pounds plus interest at 5} per 
cent. less subsidy, where payable, and rent 
over 60 years. 


Authority House 


Scottish Subsidies 

THE Secretary of State for Scotland was 
questioned on December 18 about his pro- 
posal to introduce cuts in the housing sub- 
sidies for Scotland. Mr. TOM FRASER 
wanted to know by what authority the 
announcement of the cuts was made and 
whether in the absence of legislation he 
would cancel them. Mr. McInnes asked for 
the number of local authority houses 
approved since August 1, and the amount 
of Exchequer subsidy payable for them. 

Mr. JAMES STUART, in a written answer, 
stated: Since August 1, 1956, tenders have 
been approved for 3,060 houses for which 
proposals were received before that date. 
These qualify for the existing rates of sub- 
sidy. In addition, tenders have been 
approved for 5,039 houses, under proposals 
received since that date, and the authorities 
concerned have been informed that these 
houses will qualify for such subsidies as Par- 
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liament authorises to be paid for them op 
completion. Legislation to give effect to the 
new subsidy proposals announced on July 
31 will be introduced soon. 


Loan Charges 


Mr. HUNTER aSked the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government to state the 
number of local authorities in London and 
Middlesex who had protested to him against 
the Government’s decision .to abolish the 
housing subsidies for general needs, together 
with the high interest rates for housing 
loans. 

Mr. SANDYS: Two. 

Public Works Loans 


Mr. Owen asked the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer what were the total sums actually 
lent by the Public Works Loan Board dur- 
ing 1956 to the nearest convenient date; 
how much was repaid during this period; 
and how much was re-lent. 


Mr. HAROLD MACMILLAN, in a_ written 
reply on December 18, stated: From 
January 1 to November 30, 1956, 


£145,078,164 was advanced by the Public 
Works Loan Board. In the same period the 
board received £68,048,388 by way of re- 
payment of principal of advances and 
£105,375,434 by way of interest. The board's 
advances are financed from the Local Loans 
Fund, into which all its receipts are paid. 
Che board does not itself re-lend. 


Water Resources 

Mr. CLEDWYN HuGHES asked the Min- 
ister of Housing and Local Government 
what action he was taking to plan the water 
resources of England and Wales. 

Mr. PowELL, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry: Technical information about 
the water resources of most parts of 
England and Wales has been collected by 
the department, and is available to water 
undertakers. A sub-committee of _ the 
Central Advisory Water Committee is, at 
the Minister’s request, inquiring into the 
growing demand for water, and the prob- 
lems involved in meeting it. He has recently 
urged on undertakers the importance of 
building up stronger administrative units in 
the water industry by regrouping. 

«*« Parliament is now in recess. 


TALL FLATS REJECTED 
Stockton Council’s Decision 


STOCKTON TOWN CoUNCIL have agreed 
that flat construction in the central re- 
development area will be limited to four 
storeys in height. The council rejected a 
housing committee suggestion to visit ao 
authority where multi-storey building had 
taken place. The council in recent months 
has considered multi-storey construction as 
being one way of preventing an overspill of 
population from the area. The council also 
decided that the Borough Architect, Mr. 
T. C. Hartley, ARIBA, should be instructed 
to invite tenders forthwith for the building 
of 15 three-storey flats and maisonettes 10 
the Garbutt-street area. 

ALp. F. E. WISEMAN, chairman of the 
housing committee, moved deletion of the 
proposal to visit another authority and said 
the experience of committee members and 
their own common sense had led them to 
the conclusion that multi-storey flats were 
not required. 





THE BUILD 


CLEA 
Prov 
AN ord 
“= Decel 
ing and I 
Sandys, na 
day on whi 
Air Act, 1 
include t 
authorities 
which the 
will be an 
able to cr 
will be s 
Minister. ( 
came into 
New fu 
than small 
as practic: 
tion to ins 
to the loc: 
Smoke 
empowere 
furnaces 
meters. (S 
Height 
chimneys, 
and offic 
local auth 
Spoilba 
banks mt 
for preve 
for preve 
of smok 
Section 
By-law. 
building 
new buil 
heating < 
prevent, 
of smoke 
been ma 
Scotland. 
The re’ 
Act, whic 
smoke, 2 
from inc 
tion at a 
As pal 
Housing 
Clean A 
Smoke C€ 
and a 
Provisior 
ment to 
Control 
tions, 19 


NOL 


New | 


! 

MR. I 
. Hol 
told the 
tions th 
to stren 
in their 
A ne 
affairs i 
in the | 
to the c 
The qu 
cover V 
*Clea 
Order, | 


4 1957 


hem on 
>t to the 
on July 


f Hous- 
ate the 
lon and 
against 
lish the 
ogether 
housing 


of the 
Actually 
rd dur- 
t date; 
Period; 


written 
From 

1956, 
Public 
iod the 
of re- 
S and 
board’s 
Loans 
> paid. 


Min- 
‘nment 
' Water 


ary to 
about 
ts of 
ed by 
water 
f the 
is, at 
o the 
prob- 
cently 
ce of 
rits in 


) 
} 
greed 
1 re- 
four 
ted a 
it ao 
- had 
onths 
on as 
ill of 
| also 
Mr. 
ucted 
Iding 
es in 


* the 
F the 
said 
and 
m to 
were 





JHE BUILDER January 4 1957 


CLEAN AIR ACT, 1956 
Provisions Now in Force 


AN order* laid before Parliament on 
+™ December 21 by the Minister of Hous- 
ing and Local Government, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, named December 31, 1956, as the 
day on which certain provisions of the Clean 
Air Act, 1956, came into operation. These 
include the previsions enabling local 
authorities to create smoke control areas, in 
which the emission of smoke from buildings 
will be an offence. Local authorities will be 
able to create these areas by orders which 
will be subject to confirmation by the 
Minister. Other provisions of the Act which 
came into force on December 31 deal with: 

New furnaces.—All new furnaces, other 
than small domestic boilers, must be, so far 
as practicable, smokeless. Notice of inten- 
tion to install such a furnace must be given 
to the local authority. (Section 3.) 

Smoke measurement.—The Minister is 
empowered to make Regulations requiring 
furnaces to be fitted with smoke density 
meters. (Section 4.) 

Height of chimneys.—The height of new 
chimneys, other than those of houses, shops 
and offices, will require approval by the 
local authority. (Section 10.) 

Spoilbanks.—Owners of colliery spoil- 
banks must employ all practicable means 
for preventing combustion of refuse, and 
for preventing or minimising the emission 


of smoke and fumes from the refuse. 
(Section 18.) 
By-laws.—Local authorities may make 


building by-laws requiring the provision in 
new buildings of such arrangements for 
heating and cooking as are calculated to 
prevent, so far as practicable, the emission 
of smoke. (Section 24.) A similar order has 
been made by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland. 

The remaining provisions of the Clean Air 
Act, which deal with the prohibition of dark 
smoke, and the reduction of grit and dust 
from industry, will be brought into opera- 
tion at a later date. 

As part of the new attack on smoke, the 
Housing Ministry has also issued, under the 
Clean Air Act, 1956, a Memorandum on 
Smoke Control Areas (HMSO, price 1s. 3d.) 
and a Memorandum on Miscellaneous 
Provisions (HMSO. price 8d.):; an Amend- 
ment to Model By-laws: and the Smoke 
Control Areas (Authorised Fuels) Regula- 
tions, 1956. 


NOISE AND VIBRATION 


New Powers Proposed for Local 
Authorities 
From a Correspondent 


MR. DUNCAN SANDYS, the Minister of 
~~ Housing and Local Government, has 
told the Association of Municipal Corpora- 
tions that it is the Government’s intention 
to strengthen the hands of local authorities 
In their battle against noise. 

A new Bill dealing with local government 
affairs is to include a clause seeking a change 
in the law to give authorities power to take 
to the courts anyone making too much noise. 
The question of extending these powers to 
cover vibration is being considered. 


*Clean Air Act, 1956 (Appointed Day) 
Order, 1956. 


A spokesman for the association said the 
main intention is to have ‘unnecessary, un- 
reasonable and excessive’ noise classified as 
a ‘statutory nuisance.’ Under present law 
anyone wanting to make a complaint about 
noise must himself make a complaint to the 
justices. Only in a few cases, where private 
legislation is in force, can the local authority 
take effective action. 

One of the main difficulties is likely to be 
in interpreting what is meant by ‘ unneces- 
sary, unreasonable and excessive.’ Local 
authority legal experts say much will depend 
on the circumstances of the complaint. 

Recent surveys have shown that most 
complaints were about circular saws, in- 
dustrial machinery, hammering, hooters, 
steam emission, starting of gas-fired boilers. 
running of engines and shouting and singing 
at trade premises. 

If noise is made a statutory nuisance, it 
is proposed that penalties of up to £5 should 
be imp»sed for not obeying an abatement 
order, with further fines for refusing to 
comply with a court order. 

As at present worded, the proposed clause 
will give a trader the defence that he has 
used the best practicable means for prevent- 
ing or mitigating the nuisance. It will also 
be necessary for a complainant to get the 
support of not less than two other occupiers 
of property in the vicinity. 


BOOKS 


+ Books reviewed in these columns 
may be obtained on application to the 
Book Dept., ‘The Builder,’ 4, Catherine- 
street, Aldwych, WC2. Cash (which 
should include 1s. to cover postage and 
packing) should accompany the order. 





JOINERY: ADVANCED 
EXAMPLES. By Frank Keeling, ABICC. 
Pp. 256. Illustrated. (London: Cleaver- 
Hume Press, Ltd.) Price 21s. 

THIS REFERENCE WORK, intended for the 
practising craftsman, comprises a collection 
of typical advanced problems and provides 
for third and fourth year City and Guilds 
and comparative studies. Each develop- 
ment problem is simplified and clearly 
illustrated by treating each part as a separate 
item, thus avoiding the mass of projection 
lines usually associated with this work. In 
addition to classical work, considerable 
attention is given to recent advances. 


CARPENTRY AND 


THE SCIENCE AND PRACTICE OF WELDING. By 
A. C. Davies, BSc, AMIEE. (Fourth 
Edition). Pp. 502. Illustrated. (London: 
Cambridge University Press) Price 18s. 
THIS BOOK should appeal equally to the 

practical welder requiring the correct tech- 
nique for welding metals and alloys, and to 
the student requiring an understanding of 
the principles of physics. It should prove 
very useful in its present form to operators 
attending training classes. The City and 
Guilds’ examination questions in welding 
science and electric arc and oxy-acetylene 
welding technology have been brought up 
to date by including those questions set from 
1945 to 1954, and the subject matter of the 
book covers the syllabus for these examina- 
tions. Sections have been included in this 
edition on argon arc, submerged arc, fire- 
cracker and twin arc welding; flame goug- 
ing, powder injection and oxy-are cutting : 
aluminium brazing, the welding of 
aluminium bronze and elektron alloys. 
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INCREASE IN SCHOOL 
LEAVERS 


‘ Unique Opportunity for 
Industry ’ 


E MPLOYERS who over recent years have 

4 had difficulty in recruiting enough young 
people to meet their needs should take 
heart, writes a correspondent, from a report 
by the National Youth Employment Council 
on the work of the service during the years 
1953-1956, which points out that the number 
of young persons reaching the age of 15 was 
at its lowest this year (613,000) but will rise 
until there will be half as many again in 
1962 (930,000). 

One result of this may be less incentive 
for young people generally to change their 
jobs, although the council does not consider 
that the turnover is unduly high at the 
present time. 

The council points out that another result 
of the increase may be that it will prove 
more difficult for individual boys and girls 
to obtain the jobs which are ideally 
suited to their capacities and preferences. In 
particular, the shortage of apprenticeships 
and other opportunities for training is likely 
to become acute unless positive measures are 
taken to increase openings of this kind. 

It is desirable, the council states, from the 
point of view both of the nation and of the 
individual that those youngsters who are 
capable of undertaking apprenticeship or 
similar training should be able to do so. 

Says the council: ‘We would suggest to 
industry that the next few years will provide 
it with a uniaue opportunity to build up its 
skilled labour force by increasing its intake 
of apprentices. It is an opportunity that 
is unlikely to recur.’ 


BUILDING AND MINING 
SUBSIDENCE 
New Techniques to Minimise 
Damage 


STOKE-ON-TRENT is in sight of winning 
its century-long battle against the ravages 
of mining subsidence thanks to new building 
techniques and ‘phased building periods,’ 
writes a correspondent. 

Mr. J. R. Piccotr, FRIBA, City Architect 
of Stoke-on-Trent, stated recently that new 
buildings being erected in the Potteries have 
been so designed that they will move as 
the underlying earth moves but will not 
crack or collapse in the process. 

In the case of new schools calculated risks 
are being taken in adopting a unit scheme 
within the entire building framework. 

etween each unit is a four-inch space 
covered internally with timber and metal 
strips and each unit can move independently 
without causing structural distortion. Build- 
ings are also being supported on concrete 
rafts. 

Building in phased periods is also proving 
a useful weapon against the effects of sub- 
sidence, Mr. Piggott said. The National Coal 
Board and the local authority agree on the 
scope and extent of mining operations over 
a specified period. Building in those areas is 
carried out either before or after the mining 
operations, and this policy has proved 
successful on new municipal estates. The 
anti-subsidence measures mean higher build- 
ing costs. 
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HOLIDAYS 
MANAGEMENT SCHEME 


Year’s Progress Reviewed 


HE financial year ending March 31 last 

of the Building and Civil Engineering 

Holidays Scheme Management Ltd. was 

reviewed by SiR FREDERICK W. LEGGETT, 

KBE, independent chairman, at the recent 

annual meeting of the company, and we take 
the following extracts from his remarks. 

Sir Frederick Leggett said: ‘In the first 
place I should like to express the pleasure 
felt by the directors and the staff at so many 
visits having been made to the offices of 
the Management Company during the year 
under review to inspect the administration 
of the schemes. We feel sure, indeed we 
know, that the result of these visits is 
extremely valuable to those responsible for 
the agreements. 

The value of the stamps sold for the year 
ended March last was £18,.987,363 as com- 
pared with £17,132,200 for the preceding 
year. Unfortunately I have still to say that 
approximately one fifth of the claims made 
for reimbursement were incorrectly com- 
puted by employers. Again I have to record 
a very large number of cards, 242,000, sent 
in before the payment time which had to be 
returned to the senders at a cost of £2.400. 

We believe the steady effort made to 
secure compliance with the schemes has had 
most successful results and every claim from 
an employer not observing the schemes, or 
from an employer who has ceased to comply, 
is investigated with a view to obtaining 
operation of the schemes. Similarly all 
reports of non-compliance and _ inquiries 
received from employers who do not com- 
mence operation are followed up. As a 
result of these efforts, 2,162 employers com- 
menced or resumed operation of the 
schemes. 


Prevention of Fraud 


Careful watch is kept on reimbursement 

claims in the interests of security and the 
prevention of fraud and 2,854 reimbursement 
claims received special attention under this 
heading. In consequence 13 cases were 
reported to the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions and during the period under review 
convictions were obtained in six cases fol- 
lowing Prosecution for obtaining or attempt- 
ing to obtain money from the Management 
Company by false pretences. 
; One result of this considerable care in tak- 
ing up cases of fraud has been that although 
the stamp value was higher the total value 
of the losses under the Management Com- 
pany’s all risks insurance policy was £3,000 
less than the preceding year. 

Direct payments this year to operatives 
were 20,000 less than last year and the con- 
stant increase in direct claims appears to 
have been checked. It remains to be seen 
whether this will continue, but we are quite 
sure that any laxity in dealing with those 
direct claims would tend to increase rather 
than reduce them because at the present 
time there are signs that some people are 
trying to get payment after preferring to 
work rather than having a holiday during 
the holiday period. That, of course, is 
something to be carefully guarded against 
because it is contrary to the interests of those 
employers loyally carrying out the schemes. 


The building and civil engineering indus- 
tries are remarkable for the way in which 
they have preserved a collective agreement 
system, but today we have too many ex- 
amples in other industries of breakdowns in 
their collective agreements. We believe we 
are helping to safeguard the general posi- 
tion of this industry in regard to the sanctity 
of agreements. At the same time we have 
an Appeals Committee and we do exercise 
a certain amount of discretion. 


CODES OF PRACTICE 
BS Code of Practice for Central 
Heating by Low Pressure Hot Water 

(CP. 341. 300-307 : 1956) 


puis new Code (price 15s.) was prepared 
on behalf of the Council for Codes of 
Practice of the British Standards Institution 
by a joint committee convened by the Institu- 
tion of Mechnical Engineers and the Institu- 
tion of Heating and Ventilating Engineers. 

It deals with the work involved in the 
general planning, design and installation of 
a system of central heating by low-pressure 
hot water (i.e., where the system is open 
to the atmosphere at one or more points) and 
utilising appliances such as column radiators, 
convectors, surface panels, unit heaters and 
pipe coils. Its recommendations are applic- 
able to central heating installations suitable 
for the whole range of buildings, viz.: 
private residences. multi-storey flats and 
office buildings, schools and general indus- 
trial premises. The recommendations assume 
that the design of such installations will be 
entrusted to qualified engineers and that the 
execution of the work will be carried out 
under expert supervision. 

The Head-Code deals with the general 
aspects of central heating by low-pressure 
hot water. ; 

Seven Sub-Codes cover in detail the sub- 
jects indicated by their titles. Each sub-code 
includes a list of the British Standards rele- 
vant to its subjects. Titles of the sub-codes 
are: Boilers and calorifiers; storage vessels; 
pipework, fittings, valves, taps and cocks: 
appliances (column radiators, surface panel, 
convectors); unit heaters; power-driven cir- 
culating pumps for low-pressure hot water 
heating installations; thermal insulation. 

The committee, while basing their design 
recommendations on present accepted prac- 
tice, have drawn attention to the work under- 
taken by a committee appointed by the 
Minister of Works to inquire into the need 
for adjustment of the basic outside design 
temperature for heating installations. The 
findings of this committee will be published 
by HMSO as Post-War Building Study No. 
33. The committee have also maintained 
close liaison with the Institution of Heating 
and Ventilating Engineers and have used in 
the Code information and tabulated data 
published in the Institution’s Guide to 
Current Practice. 


BS Code of Practice for Domestic 
Butane-gas-burning Installations 
(C.P. 339 : 1956) 

PUBLISHED in three separate parts (price 
6s. 6d. each), this new British Standard 
Code of Practice (CP 339) deals with the 


following types of domestic butane-gas- 
burning installation: Part 1, Installations in 
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permanent dwellings; Part 2, Installations jp 
caravans and small non-permanent build- 
ings; Part 3, Installations in boats, yachts 
and other vessels. 

The Code deals with the specification of 
materials for, and method of installation of, 
individual domestic systems using butane 
gas; and with pipe sizes, jointing, layou. 
container requirements and location, cop- 
trols, inspection and testing. 

By drawing on the results of consumer ané 
technical experience in the use of this popv- 
lar category of appliances, the committee 
responsible for the preparation of the Code 
have included in it a set of ‘consumer ip- 
structions.” These are aimed to ensure the 
correct and safe handling of the system and 
its appliances, 

Among several useful line diagrams in eack 
part of the Code is included a ‘ pipe sizing 
chart.’ By relating the hourly flow of butane 
to pressure drop in inches W.G. per foot- 
run of pipe the chart provides quick-refer- 
ence details of the diameters of pipes whose 
length exceeds a specified figure. 


Copies of these Codes may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, Sales 
Branch, 2, Park-street, London, W1. 


FIBRE AND PARTICLE 
BOARDS 


International Conference 


AN INTERNATIONAL technical meeting on 
insulation board, hardboard and particle 
board will be held in Geneva from 
January 21 to February 7. The Conference 
is being called by two United Nations 
agencies, the Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion and the Economic Commission for 
Europe, with the aim of providing their 
member countries with a better understand- 
ing of the technological and economic pro- 
blems involved in the manufacture, use and 
marketing of these products. 


Recent advances both in processing and 
in applications have suggested the need for 
a world-wide consultation in order -to ex- 
change experience gained in the established 
production centres and to assess the poten- 
tial contribution which these industries can 
make to the economic development of the 
less industrialised areas. It is hoped that the 
results of this meeting will clearly set out 
the many processes and techniques which 
are now available for the manufacture (and 
use) of insulation board, hardboard and par- 
ticle board, as well as indicate the likely 
future trend of development in these indus- 
tries. 


It is expected that numerous background 
papers will be contributed by experts from 
15 to 20 countries, touching on almost every 
aspect of the industry. One noteworthy 
feature of the consultation will be an exhibi- 
tion of different kinds of board representa- 
tive of production sources all over the 
world. Various methods of application will 
be illustrated and the exhibition will include 
scale models of fibre board and _ particle 
board plants. Films dealing with the manu- 
facture and application of these products 
will also be shown. Inquiries to: FAO/ 
ECE International Board Consultation 
Secretariat, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 
FAO, Rome. 
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PAINT TESTS BY LCC 
* Half of New ,Brands Rejected 


HE Report on the work of the Scientific 

Branch of the London County Coun- 
cil’s Public Health Department for 1955, 
submitted by Dr. S. G. Burgess, the Scientific 
Adviser to the Council, has been published 
by the Council. 

On the subject of paints, surface coatings 
and materials for housing, etc., the report 
states that the volume of paint used by the 
Council for houses, flats, schools, bridges, 
etc., exceeds half a million gallons a year. 
By ensuring that materials of suitable quality 
are used, the savings in maintenance greatly 
exceed the cost of the Scientific Branch 
advisory service. , 

During the year 88 new brands of paint 
were approved after test, while a further 88 
were found not to be of the quality required. 
Low opacity, poor surface finish or hard- 
ness, and the presence in exterior paints of 
excessive amounts of chalk were among the 
causes of rejection. 

The range of building materials received 
for examination included floorings, floor 
sealers and polishes, plasters, light alloys 
and plastic building materials, fire retard- 
ents, concrete, slates, asphalts and bitumen 
felts. The importance of tests on samples 
of clays and ground waters from building 
sites has increased with the construction of 
high blocks of flats in housing schemes. 
The deep concrete foundations may be in 
contact with moist soil or ground water, 
where sulphates in the London clay can 
weaken the concrete. 

The report (price 1s.) may be obtained 
direct from County Hall, SE1, or through 
any bookseller. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 
PRICES 
‘Unjustified’ Increases Attacked] 
(From a Correspondent) 


A WISBECH building firm is making a 
4A stand against rising prices within the 
industry brought about by the increased 
cost of petrol and oil. 

In a letter to the Eastern Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, of which his 
firm is not a member, MR. J. E. DAGLEss, 
managing director of Dagless Limited, says 
the increased cost of fuel is leading to * un- 
justified ’ increases in the price of materials. 

Efforts must be made, he says, to avoid 
passing increases on to the public, and an 
assurance should be given by suppliers that 
prices would return to normal as soon as 
fuel costs drop. ‘ Nothing should be done to 
increase the difficulties of the present 
emergency ... every effort should be made 
to lessen the effect of Nasser’s action against 
the people of this and other countries.’ 

Mr. Dagless said that in recent weeks sand 
and ballast merchants had been quick to 
advance their prices from 74 per cent. to 
10 per cent. for transport and materials. 

Yet, he adds, the cost of materials has not 
increased one iota and only the winning of 
it has gone up. ‘Taking an average daily 
output from a pit of 400 yards cube, it is 
doubtful if the increase is more than 3d. a 
yard.’ 

He was amazed at the ‘ ineptitude’ of the 
Federation in not taking up unjustified rises 


‘ 


in price with more vigour over the past few 
years, pointing out that builders head the 
bankruptcy lists. 


‘ Building costs are far too high for the 
private purse and are getting too high for 
the public purse. Is it not time,’ Mr. Dagless 
continues, ‘that the Eastern Federation, 
which purports to represent the mass of 
builders, really shows some sort of guts in 
trying to keep prices down to the minimum 
and thus avoid what will surely be a slow 
strangulation of the trade by consistently 
pricing itself out of the market? ’ 

A spokesman for the Federation said such 
matters as taking action to combat rising 
prices must take time. All cases of higher 
price demands would in time be considered 
by the Federation to ensure that they were 
not ‘unreasonable and unjustified.’ 


RECENT BRITISH 
TRADE MARKS 


(THE following particulars, which are ex- 

tracts from the Trade Marks Journal. 
are reproduced with permission of HM Sta- 
tionery Office. The Trade Marks Journal 
can be obtained from the Patent Office. 
annual subscription £5. 


Tayco: 754875. Paints, varnishes, painters’ 
colours, japans, lacquers, driers, wood preser- 
vatives, etc. Walter R. Taylor and Co., Ltd.. 
Forth-st., Liverpool 20. 


_MASHEENA: 755648. Paints, distempers, var- 
nishes, lacquers, enamels, etc. Beardalls, Ltd.. 
Victoria Works, The Wells-rd., Nottingham. 


SAKAPHEN: 755951. Paints, varnishes, painters’ 
colours, distempers, etc. Lansil. Ltd., Caton-rd.. 
Lancaster. 


TEKA: 753609. Builders’ hardware, hinges, 
furniture fittings, etc. Tekaverken Akt., Alingsas. 
Sweden. 

GLUELAMIT: 755504. Non-metallic building 
materials. Kingston (Architectural Craftsmen). 
Ltd., Minster Works, Clough-rd., Hull. 


LAMFAB: 755506. As above. 


RED HaAnpb: 756366. Non-metallic roofs (com- 
plete); and concrete. D. Anderson and Son, 
Ltd., Barton Dock-rd., Stretford, Manchester. 


JELOGLAZE: B753444. Paints in jellified form. 
Permoglaze Ltd., Tyseley, Birmingham 11. 


A Ferry Propuct: B754446, Paints, varn- 
ishes, lacquers, mordants, etc. James A. Kemp 
and Co., Ltd., Ferry Works, Alfred-rd., Sea- 


combe, Cheshire. 


PoLYCOLN SMOKEMASTER: 755822. Chimneys ; 
cowls, pots, caps, lengthening pieces and shafts 
for chimneys, none wholly or mainly of metal. 
Longhurst Bros. and Beale, Ltd., 32 Pratt-st., 
NWI. 


CuHEx: 756561. Paints, varnishes, enamels, 
painters’ colours, distempers, japans, etc. E. R. 
Howard, Ltd., 76 Gamage-bldg., 118 Holborn, 
EC}. 

UNIMER: 751680. Non-metallic building 
materials. United Merchants, Ltd., 418 Strand, 
London, WC2. 

HILSULATE: 757187. Curtain walling being 
units principally of non-metallic materials for 
use in building construction. Hills (West Brom- 
wich), Ltd., Albion-rd., West Bromwich, Staffs. 

POLYPEEL: B756878. Preparations for remov- 
ing wallpaper, Polycell Products, Ltd., 73 High- 
gate-rd., London, NWS. 

Hi-F1: 757351. Oil colours and varnishes for 
artists. William Sim and Sons (Paints), Ltd., 40 
Jane-st., Leith, Edinburgh 6. 

Exon: 757555. Floor paints. South American 
Minerals and Products Co., Ltd., 26 Cowcross- 
st., London, EC1. 

Gypcon: 757462. Metal elements for use in 
building construction and reinforcing materials 
of metal for use in cement construction. Gyproc 
Products, Ltd., Upper Winglewell-rd., Graves- 
end, Kent. 

Gyppek: 757464. As above. 
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FROZEN PIPES 
WARNING 


Danger of Starting Fires 


ENT Fire Brigade says in a special state- 

ment that many fires are caused every 

year by people using emergency means of 

heating in attics and bathrooms to prevent 

freezing or using blowlamps and similar 
appliances for thawing pipes. 

It states that until tradition is broken and 
plumbing is put in less vulnerable positions 
about the house, the only safe methods of 
preventing freezing are thermal insulation of 
roof spaces, lagging of pipes, turning off and 
draining the water. 

On methods, the brigade says: ‘Consult a 
builder or a manufacturer of thermal insula- 
tion material. An extra advantage of this 
form of protection against freezing may well 
be a considerable reduction in the fuel bill 
for warming the house.’ 

Householders are told that it is not safe 
to use blowlamps, lighted candles or flaming 
petrol-soaked rags to thaw out frozen pipes 
and tanks. Nor may it be safe to use oil 
stoves, oil lamps, hurricane lamps, electric 
fires, lighted candles, or gas fires with long 
rubber flexes as a means of preventing the 
freezing of pipes and cisterns. 


CONSERVATION OF 
NATURAL RESOURCES 


Sir Harold Hartley’s Summing Up 


«TP\HERE is a growing realisation that the 
resources of the world are not inex- 
haustible, Str HaroLtD HarTLEY, GCVO, 
told members of the Institution of Civil 
Engineers, when he summed up a series of 
six lectures on the Conservation of Natural 
Resources at a meeting on December 13. 
Waiter and soil, he said, are already limit- 
ing factors in production, in industry and 
agriculture. Mineral deposits are distributed 
so erratically that self-sufficiency is a delu- 
sion, and the rarer metals are more and 
more in demand. 


However, the nations of the British Com- 
monwealth between them have all they need, 
a source of great strength. 


In these over-crowded islands conservation 
measures were of particular importance, and 
in outlining the ways in which we might 
make the best use of the materials necessary 
to modern civilisation, he declared that the 
speakers had rendered a great service, which 
members of the Government, on whose 
shoulders fell the responsibility for effective 
action, could not afford to ignore. 


Mr. R. M. Fincu, OBE, MICE, Notting- 
ham City Engineer and Surveyor, had pre- 
viously been speaking on ‘ The Use of Waste 
Materials.’ He had asked for national legis- 
lation to ensure that every local authority 
or developer of any kind replaced every 
acre taken from agriculture by bringing into 
use derelict land. Before any town or in- 
dustrial development took place, he said, 
it should be made compulsory to remove 
the valuable topsoil for use in covering re- 
claimed land elsewhere. 

“The question may be asked; what can 
we afford to spend on reclamation? In 
Holland, £400 to £500 per acre, inthe Zuider 
Zee area, is not considered excessive,’ he 
said. 
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Industrial Flooring 
[TN the fifteenth century the monks of 
Beaulieu Abbey constructed a floor of 
ceramics fitted into an iron hexagonal 
honeycomb reinforcement. Now a British 
company is marketing the modern develop- 
ment of this old principle under the name 
of ‘Hexmetal.’ Causeway Reinforcement, 
Ltd., of 66, Victoria-street, SW1 make 
Hexmetal and claim that it can cut floor 
installation costs and stoppage time in a 
wide variety of industries. The principle 
of ‘ Hexmetal’ is to be found in the maxim 
*Pre-cracking prevents subsequent cracking.’ 
Hexmetal is a fabrication of steel-walled 
honeycomb cells which, when loaded with 
a filler, acts both as a binder and as a 
separator. It absorbs impact load and 
vibrations and inhibits cracking caused by 
corrosive spillage. 


Decorated Door Furniture 


Extended experiments have resulted in a 
series of decorated plastics door furniture by 
Lacrinoid Products, Ltd., Gidea Park, Essex. 

The ivy-leaf design, which appears in rich 
brown on an ivory background, is fully 
protected by a layer of Melamine, which is 
an integral part of the moulding. The 
picture thus lies under the surface and is 
therefore permanent. 


Power Unit 


The Mayfield MPA portable power unit, 
by Mayfield Engineering (Croydon), Ltd., 
Holmthorpe Works, Frenches-road, Redhill. 
Surrey, consists of a Villiers Mk 12 HS 





‘Man Power Aid’ with compressor, by May- 
field Engineering (Croydon), Ltd. 


120 cc 4-stroke petrol engine, governor 
controlled, mounted on a two-wheel car- 
riage. To this unit can be attached a 
variety of instruments, including a generator 
for lighting and the running of electric power 
tools, an air compressor for the operation 
of pneumatic tools, spray guns, etc., a saw- 
bench and a water pump that will give 


2,500 gph. The overall width is 23 in. and 
the weight from 80 to 100 Ib. 


Palletless Mechanical Handling 


A new method of palletless fork truck 
handling, the ‘Accopak ’ system, involves the 
use of paper slings in conjunction with a 





ITD Stacatruc supporting ‘Accopak’ load 


fork truck ancillary attachment., In_ this 
method slings are used in place of normal 
pallets. made from a sheet of kraft paper 
suspended between two paper tubes measur- 
ing approximately 3 in. in diameter. Each 
sling is lifted, transported and stacked by 
means of circular tines which are inserted 
in the tubes. Introduced by ITD, Ltd., 
95-99, Ladbroke-grove, London, W11. 


Steam-raising Unit 

The ‘Thermaster’ steam-raising unit has 
been developed by P. R. Raven and Co., 
Ltd., 15, Victoria-drive, London, SW19, to 
save valuable time during winter months 
when, due to frost, concreting work has to 
be interrupted. The ‘Thermaster’ is 
mounted on a _ three-wheeler chassis for 
mobility and it will deliver sufficient steam 


DIESEL DUMPER, — 
First shown at the Public 
Works Exhibition, — the 
* One/Thirty-Five’ by C. 
H. Johnson (Machinery), 
Ltd., of Adswood, Stock- 
port, Cheshire, has a single- 
cylinder Petter AVA 1 
air-cooled engine and a 
multi - speed gear box. 
Capacity 20 cu. ft. struck, 
1 cu. yd. heaped, water 
level 16 cu. ft. Loading 
height 3 ft. 6 in. 
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to defrost a load of aggregate with aboy 
5 per cent. moisture by raising the tem. 
perature in the pile from 20 deg. frost tg 
50 deg. F. within less than half an hour 
One or more pokers are pushed right into 
the pile of aggregate and the steam is raised 
as near to the centre of the pile as possible. 


* Unistrut’ Concrete Insert 

The new concrete insert illustrated in The 
Builder, December 21, page 1071, is made 
in 12- or 16-gauge steel and is available jp 
lengths up to 20 ft. maximum, cut to any 
size. The sizes given were of the original 
American product. 


TRADE NEWS 
Refinery Planning Approval 
PERMISSION for the industrial develop. 

ment of approximately 1,000 acres of 
land in the Milford Haven area is now being 
sought by Esso Petroleum Co.,Ltd, 
Announcing this, Sir Leonard Sinclair, chair- 
man and managing director of the company, 
explained that Esso have under considera- 
tion the construction on this site of a new 
major oil refinery. ‘But,’ he added, ‘the 
company’s plans at this stage are tentative 
only, and apart from planning approval a 
number of important problems have to be 
solved. For this reason no final decision 
can yet be made to build the plant, and 
no forecast is possible of the timing of the 
project.’ 


Price Reduction 

Flexo Plywood Industries, Ltd., South 
Chingford, London, E4 (an Associate Com- 
pany of Cork Manufacturing Co., Ltd), 
announce that, as a result of improved 
methods of production, the prices of 
*Flexolite’ translucent corrugated roofing 
sheets Grade ‘C’ are reduced substantially, 
with immediate effect. Revised price lists 
are now available. 


Trampoline Manufacturers 


A business development has been an- 
nounced by Messrs. John Smith and Co. 
(London), Ltd., of Chadwell Heath, manu- 
facturers of tarpaulins, portable collapsible 
canvas shelters, tents, etc. By arrangement 
with the Nissen Trampoline Co. of America, 
they will manufacture a range of the latter's 
products in this country, including Trampo- 
lines, twisting belts and similar accessories, 


and probably American-type aluminium 
diving-boards. A newly formed British 
firm, Nissen Trampoline Co., Ltd., will 


market them. 
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CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 





HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchant’s warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 

Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


£ s. @. 

Pit Ballast ao eas aes Ae . per yd. L 7.6 
Pit Sand x evs eee a oe ane i. 1 4 § 
Washed Sand . este wea aaa aint ies si | ae 
3in. Shingle... sds ~ oe poe eas Ss } 3 hi 
in. Broken Brick... Bee aa ee re ae 1 0 6 
Pan Breeze : aos ne a 10 9 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate per ton a. € 6 

2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton. 
CEMENT, etc. 
Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 
Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 

tion delivered Charing Cross area. 

6-ton loads and upwards, site a ... per ton 5 4 6 

1 to 6 tons, site ad a 5 16 6 
Rapid Hardening Cement in 6- ton ‘Joads and up- 

wards to site +s ° : pa 515 0 

lto6tons do. site 2s 6 70 
Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 


ton on ordinary cement prices. 
Sulphate Resisting Cement. 32s. 6d. 
ordinary cement prices. 
Red. Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots ven Pe 8 1 0 


per ton on 


It is the intention that the . 


Other colours according to colour. 
In 4-ton lots from 298s. Od. to 688s. Od. = ton. 
White Portland Cement a oc me 
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bod 1 ton per cwl. 15 10 
7 Cement (Ultra Rapid H: irdening) in 6-ton lots 
yt upwards . per ton 617 0 
Super Cement (Waterproof), "32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 
Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 8s. Od. to £14 3s. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 
Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 


ous cement, 6-ton lots and up a 1415 9 
Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway, Depot, 

London es 612 9 
Moler Mortar Powder for Flue Bricks (London 

sites) . = “A ; per cwt. 110 0 
BRICKS 
Full Loads. 
First Hard Stocks ade ree ei ues .. per 1,000 12 17 O 
Second Hard Stocks ... ae nas Suis a “ 11 16 0 
Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) xis eae Poe ri oa 9 1 6 
Mild Stocks... 8 16 6 


All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 


2} in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W.C. 
District Commons ... ‘ , aa 538 0 
Cellular do. a roe a eee shi a $35 © 
Keyed do. ne ree ss mre na 5-17 0 
Rustics 7 $ @ 
Cellular Rustics : a 7 $-:0 
Single Bullnose Commons 7 3s @ 
Sandfaced ae ; &§ 2 6 
Tuscans 817 6 
Saxons . ‘ ty min bes ua a y 3 ¢ 
Golden Buffs. res ree 912 6 
Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) - am 28 15 6 
» Bullnose (London Stations) : ie ‘i 29 9 6 
Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . oo oe a 25.12 @ 
Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) es ee we 10 8 O 
Uxbridge Whites (London sites) _... ve oe 917 O 
Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London sites) ... a 714 0 
tin. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ate sa 27 16 3 
3 in. do. (L ondon Stations) ... ce waa re 33 8 O 
2} in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites) me ps 36 0 O 
2 i in. Machine-made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) ‘ 15 8 6 
2§ in. Machine-made Multi Red Facings (London 
Sites) Pp iS 13 6 
2{ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) .. see eco pe 15 13 6 








5a." 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) ae a aad ka ... per 1,000 16 8 6 
Hand-made Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) amt aa je 18 ll 9 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour haiti 
Berkshire district (London sites) pe 3.6.3 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London ‘sites) . ee 42 15 0 
23 in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
.(London sites) aes aes a sa ade ‘a 13 12 0 
23in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) re 15 6 0 
Glazed Bricks (London sites), , White, Ivory, ‘Brown— 
Stretchers... aaa : : oie 2 64 0 0 
Headers : ’ aes ae? o 63 0 O 
Quoins, Bullnose and 44 in. Flats wa wad 80 0 0 
Double Stretchers ... ; ae ba ae rs 85 0 0 
Double Headers... ee ies aaa eas ra 7710 O 
One side and two ends Wie aa eda eee - 87 0 O 
Two sides and one end _.... aes a aad ue 89 10 O 
Splays and Squints eas a 83 0 0 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. 0d. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 25% ‘for Best quality and 
plus 25% less 10% for Second quality. 
PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. (W.C. District.) 
HoLLow CLAy PARTITION BLOocKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads 
*2 in 140 yds. ie ; dai yd. sup. 4 5 
*2% in. 140 yds. Ba om 4 8 
*3 in. ra} cavity) 120 yds. a pee 5 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*3 in. (6 cavity) wae 110 yds. Pe = oa S72 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. Be 6 10 
6 in. (8} in. x 5} in.) 1,250 Gacks ‘ . per 1,000 2618 0 
* Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
2 in. 100 yds. . per yd. sup. 3. § 
2 in. 85 yds. an Cab if 4 4 
3 in. 75 yds. aaa ee a > ee, 
4 in. 55 yds. es ae - 6S 
CRANHAM 
2 in, Are ahs se iu aa gus ois a 6 9 
2. 3 ee aes ae a one we wei ‘i a. 
3 in. a ona oa re ee a dee ae 8 9 
4 in. tas eae tee as a 10 9 
4} in. Load bearing quality aa : of 11 10 
MOLER PARTITION ‘BLoc KS 
2 in. wi ues yes 150 yds. ae wad _ 15 6 
24 in. ~— Sa 120 yds. rrr waa a 55-9 
3 in. bie oe are 100 yds. a ae “a 16. 0 
4 in. 90 yds. 19 0 


LIGHTWEIGHT Conc RETE BUILDING AND PARTITION BLocks OF VARIOUS 
SOURCES OF MANUFACTURE 


2 in. wad ee “0 100 yds. <e Het w 5 9 
y. baa Bos 80 yds. tas es e 6:11 
3 in. aaa ane aa 65 yds. ee a9 Pas te 
4in saa eas nea 50 yds. oi dee ‘a 9° 6 
44 in 44 yds. eas note - 10 2 
6 in 33 yds. cg 13 8 
” Tasasaurre: YTONG PARTITION BLocxs 
23 in. ak 144 yds. ot a 7.4 
“ TAERsaLite: YTONG LOADBEARING INSULATING BLOcKS 
3 in. rer sas as 120 yds. ma 6 
4 in 90 yds. aa xa a lt 1 
5 in 72 yds. me a5 < 13 10 
6 in 60 yds. me esa si 16 7 
8} in 42 yds. nee pe 13 9 
FLooR BLOCKS AND FILLER Ties 

3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. by 12 in. delivered in full 

~ Jorry- -loads ... “es as .. per 1,000 34 1 O 
4 in. dO. «. Gas Gua ad xa as - 36 10 O 
5 in. ae Site +i a cae as ‘i 43 15 0 
6 in. GH «.: =5 Bee sa ae aus a 49 19 0 
7 in. do. «.. aes Se nee wa ma i 61 8 O 
8 in. do. vi, a 
12” x 7 x #" ’ Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per i ,000 multiples 42 15 0 
12” x c 3" do. do. 73 15-0 


omen DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 
delivered London Area. 

Delivered ex Merchants Wharf or Depot or Manufacturers Works. 

Over 100 pieces Under 100 pieces 


Over 2 tons Under 2 tons Under 2 tons 
5° 


Best Quality .. +-85 +1173% + 130% 

BSS Best do. ... 110% - P85% 10% +1174% ° +10% + 130% 
Tested Quality +3738 % 485° +373 %-+ 1173 % +374% + 130% 
BSS Tested do. +474% +85% +474 %+ 1174%  +474° 24130 


F 
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STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc.—continued ‘ , DOORS (in Lots I-11) 
3 in. Land | Drain Pipes Gin 13 12 in. lengths ; 3 Delivered London area. 
in. - a ies per 1,000 : : = : 13 in. 4 Horizontal tye Pattern 4 in. deal we METALS 
6 in. = ” 30 14 0 2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 = oe iw +» each 5 i 
9in. do. ZL 538 9 0 ee og x o> 6 in. ase) Wires | ape 1 13 0 
” in. X 6ft.6in. ... aes _ 1 14 
tap a Sx. Witga 0 
DAMP COURSE 2 in. do. but fop panel open. Patten > x Gin deal danc hia ve 
Hessian base bitumen 7 Ib. per yd. sup. in 24 ft. rolls ree cee ” 2 90 4 in. 
cut to wall widths in lots of £6 value and over 2 ft, 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in... ” 211 6 44 in. 
ined tenleeeee nen 33 2 in. 2 Panel, top panel —_ Pattern 2 x G in deal $in 
Asbestos base ditto 7 Ib. per yd. sup. do. do. en 5 g 4-4 me eed wee —~ es * 219 
Head lined bitumen ditto 95 Wb. per yd. sup. do. » 2 3 2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. pee wee Ses ee a 2236 Per yd. in 
iE + ~deeeieee - demas” slates wes - per I, 000 4112 8 SUNDRIES Zin os 
9 in. x 9 in. do. do. a ae 2 18 Delivered London area. ‘gl 
18 in. X 4f in. i ey ee at : 1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in hn ‘es 
14 in. x 44 in. do. do. eo ss a 1349 quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton)... ... per yd. $4 4in. .. 
9 in. x 4 in. do. do. ae ise * 10 5 3 4 in. do. (67 yds.tolton) ... po “a 7 4 ; 
: ter > tag = fo lten) ... es o 8 11} 2in 
STONE : hag og (30 ao tolton)... a = 10 2} in. ime 
. s. to 1 ton egies 
aii. Quantities under 1 ton ada 1d. per 4 D. of thickness.” 7 Jin... 
agree Park ss Bic ies . per ft. cube 8 14 SR. SAP ESES Se nes, nme cnnee Sena, & rg ae 
t. Aldhelm Box Ground — rere 2 ts 1 
eS in railway trucks at South Lambeth a sis ‘a. ee > a th At 4: . 23 ag pay 
; Western Region. RY ees 2 6 ye Ate 
Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered London area ,, 811 i hg Asbestos Flat Building S Sheets | oon ... per yd. sup. 3 8 and tonnag 
Beer Stone. Delivered London area... 8 Roofing Feit, Moly. 17 
Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. oie a aoe ie nn a 2 0 
delivered in railway trucks at Nine Elms, B.R. Best Stotch Glue ib ee mee me ... pergcewt, 5 0 0 4in. 
outhern Region " a oe eee sas oe > 59 6 in. 
Yorkshire rat Robin ‘Hood Quality. ° Me ee es aa ee ++ 28 Ib. 2 60 
Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. Cut — 3 in. (1-ton lots) re ace ... per ton 70 10 0 All less 
9 in. x 3 in. Rubbed, weathered, y en and ng phage dagen lots) . oe an * 67 0 0 | 
aa Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) Ere i 
oled cills a ; - Per ft. cube 317 9 d + SO Se 2 28 Pipes 6-ft 
121 in, X ¢ in. - a" 315 6 oO. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) ae ane s 3 30 Shoes... 
in. X 3in. Plain coping, twice throated 2 , 
4 ~ . Z in. a and _ throated coping x 3 7 3 a STEEL JOISTS, ETC Bends a 
~ X In. re) re) i ° a . 9 . 
44 in. x 9in. Plinth, rubbed on top and face... . 3 ' ; Basis Joists — geen Neck 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes ... . per ft. sup. 8 3 a Reagan Dig taser ape li t 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i in. Le See ee cut to lengths « delivered 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork per ft.cube 1 8 3 ae es + perton 48 2 6 
Do. do. fair one edge for fair faced ; —_ ” Tt ~~ ‘ : 
neliiiale Sa ee ee 310 0 gine mg 
pe tae RP ee Gace! | ew 113 6 3 - Stop end 
Pee ee in. X 3 in. mes = on “e eee * 1 —— 
12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 10 0 10; “eee Sh he © Coda A= ceane 2 $ 0 Newz 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on top ee cs 33 oe ie ik “4 110 9 Uni Cli 
and front per ft. cube 212 9 a x 2hin. Sin. x 3in. ... a Ag e 1 is 0 nion Clip 
12 in. x 6 in. Plain Steps, ‘Tubbed | top and front mm 2 6 3 ry ae bs oq a is ame aa fe “6 ‘22 
dong — and — Paving, given sizes... per ft. sup. 9 4 6 = : a 24 in x 7 in. alpen 2 5 : Gutters 6 ft 
rf ee : % in. OU eerr — acs - 
aving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup. 3 5 3 + in. xX Py in. - in. X : in. 8in. x 4in. \ 150 —_ —_ 
in. xX 4 in. in. X Sin. ves yee = top ends 
TILES AND PANTILES a <> Be oe Hee een © 1ook ae 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 14 in. x Shin. 14 x 6 > ie : gin.) Union Clip 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from Sin. xX Sin. 15 in. x 6 in. 16 in. x 6in. } 10 0 
Lincolnshire district se ve ree 29 8 O 16in. x 8 in. 18 in. x 6 in. 18 in. x 7in.| ” 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district |... ...  ... 55 10 0 18 in. x 8in. 20in. x 6} in 20 in. x 74 ia. J 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district ... ... 58 13 6 Steel angles average price , pease 50 5 0 Iron—Staff 
Hand-made 10} x 64 tiles Berkshire district ... ... 15 5 0 Steel tees average price ws ees 51 5 0 | Mild Steel 
Machine-made 10} x 6} Staffordshire district ... ae 13 18 9 Fabricated work delivered London— is Mild Steel | 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. os es ii 3 R.S. Joists cut and fitted ... “ vee eee 65 12 6 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do... |... ... 1 8 0 Compound girders... ‘i 71 15 0 
Concrete tiles 104 x 64 ae pe hte ca B16 Stanchions ot ae a os = xz 1? 2% 
do. ieoiteating (498) see ase id 0 0 Compound stanchions ; wos eae e 81 10 0 Soft Sheets 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. — ba ign and Purlins ane oe 94 15 0 gauge 
verage prices not for awkward work. gauge 
SLATES ———— ee ; Galvanised 
oe --. percwt. 7 6 alvanised 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage FERRO-CONCRETE BARS 20 gauge 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars British manufacture 24 gauge 
1,000 actual. to BSS785 ex London Stock § in. diam., and 26 gauge 
= ‘ es 137 34 upwards ae : ; ... perton 46 5 0 Galvanised 
axe HH 8 9 . = — oes = ee ae ae ee » extra 8 12 : a aver 
20 x 12 94 9 10 = do. eee a a ae ie oY re 4 12 0 26 gauge 
90 8 6 in. do. ... A es eas mY aes A a 20 
4 “ . 62 17 0 MILD STEEL TuBes ALUMIN 
16 x 10 = 2 : Se and Fittings. List prices and eet, as aioe 
Re tee, eet a cae Ge fitiogs. eae ie 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. : Class A mane ¥ey; = “ot “yn Light nae Malleable List Coiled sir 
ween pnd : 26% : 3a 6 Heavy + 433% —283% + 40% — 
° e . 
Black— Coiled strip 
Softwood— Class A — 83% — 134% Light + 223% Malleable List wide) . 
Joinery quality... = Ex Wharf per standard £115 to £140 Class B — 4% — 4% Heavy a 301 28 3% ' Corrugated 
Carcassing quality . do. = £97 to £102 Class C + 194% + 144% Profile 8 
ot Rengrnt and Grooved Flooring do. is £110 0 0 ideiilicaidiaidill C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS bat oy 
eo re . in 6-ft. Ws 
Mahogany—African S.E. do. perft.cube 110 0 a ee ee Stop Corrugated 
do. Honduras do. do. ~ 3: 10 Gutters Nozzles Ends Profile 8 
Oak European do. do. : 36 3 tie se a 3/4 jit Extruded s 
do. Japanese do. do. M 210 0 Bins ce 1S 4/04 3/7 /i Extruded s 
do. English Logs sawn do. : 117 6 4in. ee ee De 4/1 1/5 Extruded s 
Teak $ in. average S.E. do. 317 6 i a 4/6 1/8 Extruded be 
alnut rican Logs sawn 0. ra ae ee pe ubing BS 
ee a 5 in, F oe one ees 6/44 4/11 2/9 Tubing BS 
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METALS—continued 
C.1.0.G. GuTTErs 
Stop 

. - Gutters Nozzle Ends 
Sit. HE sas aaa po «- = 4/94 4/4 1/2 
apth. «<3 see ae axe cas i | 4/4 1/5 
aaa ae aa aed a ne 5/11 4/6 1/8 
4g in. ... ee aa aaa ses .. 6/44 5/2 2/- 
eee eas saa “ ae 7/- 5/11 2/3 

€. L iinet PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. ign Pipe Bends _ Branches 
; | aor vad ais Be 7/11 4/1 5/10 
Rit. ... = os ad oad me 7/11 4/6 7/10 
is «se aes see a wes «ce Sf 5/8 8/5 
3h in. ... ead nee ies oe «. 10/14 6/8 10/2 
4in. wee Be : .-- ~=-11/83 8/1 12/- 
“Lee. ‘ai Sort Pipes 

21D. dsc eee ne rie See 9/- 7/- 8/5 
2} in. ... eee ase ae a ose SSE 7/8 10/6 
Zin. ... fe ae vr oes a» 1088 8/5 12/6 
‘) ae aa ras aie Be «se 32/0] 10/6 14/7 
4in. ... ea ose —eorGe 11/9 17/2 


Above prices 5 for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 124% 
and tonnage allowance. 4-ton lots 5 per cent., 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 


L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PIPES 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qt. lb. per yd. Bends Branches 
(errs eee a eae k 3? 31/4 21/9 38/9 
Gib, ... 7“ ea conten UGE 78 46/2 58/- 92/9 
ASDESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 173 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in. 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. i tl . per yd. 3/113 4/3 5/14 6/9} 
Shoes ... «-. each 2/7 2/10 3/4 4/6 
Single Branches _ ee bas 4/- 4/9 5/8 7A 
Bends square or obtuse _,, 2/10 3/1 4- 5/8 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. _,, 3/1 4/- 4/6 6/3 
FA 6 in sl Ps 3/4 4/- S/1 6/9 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
in. in. in. in. 
Gutters 6 ft. lengths . —_— yd. 3/84 4/2 4/114 5/114 
Drop ends ees ess CAch 3/- 3/6 /10 
Stop ends oe ws gs -/11 1/- 1/1 1/3 . 
Angles ae weet ep 3/1 3/7 4/4 5/1 
Nozzles aa ee 3/- 3/6 4/1 4/10 
Union Clips... ee 1/6 1/9 2/2 2/6 


ASBESTOS "Hatr-Rounp GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4in. 44 in. = Sin. 6 in. 


Gutters 6 ft. lengths... peryd. 2/74 3/14 3/24 3/94 5/34 


Dropends ... eo. each 2/2 2/7 2/10 3/1 4/6 
Stopends... wer -/10 -/i1 1/- 1/1 1/3 
Angles aes Saag 2/6 2/10 3/1 3/4 4/6 
Nozzles 30 acel Ysa 2/2 2/7 2/10 3) 1 4/6 
Union Clips ecemica 1/1 1/2 1/3 1/5 2/1 
Per ton basis 
in London 
£ sa. 
Iron—Staffordshire Crown Merchant Gaiy 43 12 6 
Mild Steel Bars es 43 18 O 
Mild Steel Hoops 44 2 6 


Ex Merchant’s 
Stock per ton 
Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. MSA & s. d. 
20 gauge Re a6 wee oe aaa < tee oO 
24 gauge ee aca aes aoe ec wea «<< GQiz 6 
26 gauge - a aun 3s G8 82-6 

Galvanised Corrugated s sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ee aaa wen -. 6610 0 
24 gauge Sa as ae ane ee Awe w« we @ 
26 gauge 3 eas aaa as 2 & © 

Galvanised flat sheets C. R. and Cc A.— 

20 gauge aes aaa ere aes ws GF CO Q 
24 gauge me ses aes <r a aaa ow. 28 10 6 
26 gauge ace ‘ a ack aoe «- 635 O 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 


{Base prices) 

Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide)... 

Sheet BS 1470 NS3 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) 

Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ee 

Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) 

= strip ‘for flashing ‘99. 1% purity 22 SWG (12 in. 
wide)... 

Corrugated sheet. "BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Circular 
Profile 8 ft. x 32 in. x 20 SWG 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Industrial 
Profile 2 ft. x 313 in. x 20 SWG wa 1 

Corrugated sheet BS 1470’ NS oe Mansard 


per Ib. 


” 


per sheet 1 1 


~ N w N NNN» 
~) 
to 


_ 


Profile 8 ft. x 31} in. x 20S i 62 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding . per ‘Tb. 2 8 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC 1 in. diam. round a > ae 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEI WP simple angle dea = 2 114 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round ae 2 104 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 13 in. O/D x 20 SWG a 4 34 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP 1} in. O/D x SWG aaa s 5 64 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 
Delivered in London area. 


M.O.H. 
Ail per doz. tin. Zin. lin. Ifin. 1}in. 2Zin. 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron aa ... 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws ... 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves ... 77/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron ves ae ae --- 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
14 in. gE 2in. 3in. 33in. 4in 
92/5 18) 10 155/3 


Caps and screws ... noe ... 33/- 40/8 59/6 
Brass sleeves PES 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 

“1k x 6 1b. 13 x 6lb. 2 x 71b. 3 x 7 Ib. 
Lead P. trap with brass inemasaiain 


screws ... «« ta 90/- 144/- 246/- 
Lead S. trap do. ore .. 87/- 108/- 177/- 318/- 
Solder s. d. 

Plumbers’ 1 cwt. lots 381/- 14 Ib. lots per Ib. 3/10 

Tinmen’s ... a Hy ~ « 406 a a 4/7 

Blow pipe 99 «6464/- ps ie 4/8 


CopPER TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 314d. per lb. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
} 9 {4 St fi 13 
in. X 19 gauge nae f Total per lb. 454 approx per ft. 
ia<e. ce 2 3 ae oe 
tmx , oe 105 ba . 4 = ps 264 
Ijin. x 18, 104 7 » 41g % . 312 
Igin. x 18 ,, 104 2 - 46 % i 38 
Fim<«it | 11} 43% a é 603 


Rolled Copper sheets | w to 48 in. wide, basic price 


plus gauge and manufacturing extras perton 313 15 0 


ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. S$ 3 $s 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) ie Me Ss a 
do. 14 gauge (21 swo ae - 8 2 0 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic im wee iat vane saeaiemanes 
ing extras ss per Ib. a 2 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


a 

Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and upwards perton 155 0 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils ms i> ao a. 

Lead Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ao 158 15 0 

over 4 in. dia. - ai 160 15 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe. na 158 15 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 

5 cwt. and under 1 ton ‘ A per cwt 2° 0 

3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. woe aus ane fa ‘- 4 0 

1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. a 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. guiced ‘specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £105 10s. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton8 0 0 
do. White do. do, pa 8 9 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. x 8 2 0 
do. Fine do. do. 8 10 0 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads aa 614 6 
Hydrated Lime (Grey) do. gS: 517 6 
do. (White) do. @ F'¢ 
Lump Lime (Grey) do. ne > a 
do. (White) do. » S66 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads ao eee 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads =. Benes 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads ee —_ a a 9° 4 
Hair . percwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board ti in. thick 600 
yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2 4 
1,200 yds. ... sa 2 3f 
Do. Insulating do. "3 in. thick 600 ca ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site m 3 0 
1,200 yds... % 2 114 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide, 6 to 
12 ft., } in. thick, 600 _ and over in one ee 
Delivered site a 29 
1,200 yds. _... ~ 2 64 
Do. insulating do. “Zin. thick 600 yds. and over 
in one delivery. seniaiaiett site ... = 33 
1,200 yds. ” 3 23 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER Per ft. super 
. & ad 
Ceiling Distemper sige ‘ei iaaie® low ae aallaamil i 7 i + in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns: ‘a 
ashable Distemper ae ase eee see as ioe ae ee oon 
Gloss Paint + per gal. 210 0 = Standard Tints” se = i wie j ; 
Snowcem cement paint Gn I wt. drums) ... ita pes percwt. 311 0 t in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Reedlyte and 
a —_ ee A hee te it per ig ; . : din wae” “* ie oe : # 
enuine ite Lead Paint ga ots in g tins per gal. a Cc. apis x oie gi ‘ 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, i cwt. keg he .. perew. 7 8 6 4 in. Georgian Wired Cast ... cis eee ase ee 1 § 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, lcwt.keg 3. 1. 3 0 3 — Glass Blocks— E Each 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. Sie ee per tin 9 0 P.B.2. 53x ; . ; in. ae wes aes ie 211 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra aie es. per gal. 18 6 P.B.3. Ltt in. a! ais aes ns 45 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. ... ssn wee gg 19 1 P.B.32. 74X7 aH | a 4 § 
SUNDRIES ie Corner seen to nae ved with— 
Turpentine nate & ye ) drums extra ... oe a 6 6% eee a ree es 5 6 
do. 40 gal.) do. do. es ss 5 10} PBS. ees iss ses eee nee sks ane 7 0 
Solignum, Browa - ea — BXUGMIOF ns. kce, we 7 4 P.B.32. see : oo oo eo 7 0 
reosote (40 gal. barrels see eee a ase me 2 0 — 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. packets) see aes ee per Ib. 20 t -* so oh late Glas, GG. Qua lity i” we ei Per f. 
White Lining Paper ... =... see = eee, wwe“ PF piece i eae i Sft. sup. wee tee ee 49 
Slr ve 45ft. sup. es ae nae a 
VARNISHES, etc. - & »  100ft. sup. “ ae We 6 0 
Delivered London area 4 in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates nation 100 ft. 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside... =. = sss per gal. 118 O sup. or 160 in. one wa = 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Oak Pale Copal fo. = ee ea ae fi 118 0 peg exceeding 135 eas or 250 in. one way or 135 in. ea 
ard Drying Oak for Inside ses coo exes Ines 219 ways e aa ore 
Crystal see Varnish do. oe pay nie Bx 240 Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto. ose 7 | 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... 0 sue owe 260 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto . 17 2 
Finest Carriage Varnish ies ae et ae 250 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup. prices on application. 
Front Door Varnish ... iad Si ae es om 210 Substances other than 4 in. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
a + ee Size ae on coe eco eee A : = 4 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 

Pumeeencrs, oh = 668) lene i688) ieee Lipp The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and omg 
an ad ge a a : 7 : pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
ae Se ae a Minimum Per f. sp 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... 9. 0 usc 274 Description of Glass quantity s. d, 
French and Brush Polish (do.) a oa oe a 200 18 oz. sheet O.Q. ees ee ane aie ..- 3,000 

= oz Sey Ace ye 2s ie ne 2,000 
GLASS ie re 11 
per ft. super 3 in. "Rolled Plate ,000 & 
Delivered London area s. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
18 oz.Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality.Cut Sizes Patterns, White... ,000 iH 
od Bz: 4, os ee & na ia a ¢ in. a Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating sine 
OZ. 4 ” ” ” ” ” and Spotlyte.. A li} 
+4 oz. oo PI ne ms os > 1 Ri i in. sand 4 = Rolled Plate o or Rough Cast pyre : i 
in. Ro ate SP sie ies in. Wired Cast, Hexagona : 
¥ in. and } in. Rough Cast .. eee ee see ae + in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 4 


WHE BUILDER January 4 1957 








The Builder 


CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 





AS FROM OCTOBER 1, 1956. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 








































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
— seeeeescssccoseessecoees n Grade Classification. A Al A2 
Abergavenny mex Craftsmen ... ae aes 4/34 4/3 4/23 
Abingdon ... Al Labourers ... Me ae 3/9 3/84 3/8 
Accrington A 
Aten Vatiey 3 Town. Grade. Town. Town. 
Aldeburgh . 1 PPURONY: ccnssdcccuasvonuspens Al BOGMINUON csncigescarccecannese PINGMININ a svessisasvscasucvsug 
Aldershot Dis 1 pS ee Al a vdceauven Blackwell RD . 
Alfreton UD A er A Blandford ......... 
Alnwick UD A Sonos & Stapleford UD A Blaydon UD 
Altrincham A Bagshot __....... vovoneuabsstan Al MEE TID Svccincoencossessevas A Blidworth ..... 
Amble A Bal 11 UD 2 Belton ee, me Blyth B. ..... 
Ambleside 1 Banbury . A ee eee A OS ee 
Amersham 1 EE scuiecennanses Berrington _.......... Al Bognor Regis ... 
Ammanford A Barnard Castle UD Berwick Borough ee Boldon UD A 
Andover ......... Al Barnoldswick UD Beverley MB ......... a Bolsover UD .. A 
Anglesey, Isle o' -Al Barnsley CB .. Bewdley MB....... a J eee ws 
Ardingly ...... .A2 Barnstaple Bexhill-on-Sea .A2 Boston MB ..... uA 
Arundel .A2 Barrow-in-Furness ....... SOMMER, © ce apsaksudcscssostsn’ Al PEIUINO IND (o onsiceccersocescusve A 
Ascot . -A2 Barrow-upon-Soar R Biggieswade pe | Bournemouth District ...... A 
Ashbourne RD .Al gg Thrussington) Billericay . ee Brackley MB ............s.0008 Al 
Ashbourne UD . .Al ae ee re A Bracknell ....... voedln 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch UD A Basford RD (exc. “rns gg Billingham UD A ke aan A 
Ashby Woulds UD . A by-on-the-Wolds Al) oA Bilsthorpe_ . A Bradford-on-Avon oie 
Ashford (Kent) ......... .A2 gga” Al Bilston MB . sul. eee 
Ashford (Middlesex) .........A | Bath ......... A Birchington .A2 Brandon & Byshottles UD “A 
Ashington UD ....... me Batley MB os Birkenhead ...... . Brecon—Borough of......... 
SII vxvcstyescsssctesbewisers A Baxterley Al Birmingham CB. ..... A Breconshire, County of vA 
Ashton-under-Lyne A Beaconsfield vA Bishop Auckland UD A Brent Knoll Al 
Aspatria and Brayton ...... eae A Bishop’s Stortford . eum Brentwood A 
Atherstone les Al Bishops Castle MB Al Bridgend ........ A 
Attleborough ... . Bedale RD A Bispham .. A Bridlington MB me 
BIE sesscscescsvosvenvsasdhe Bedford ... A Blackburn er Bridlington RD ... Al 








































Town. Grade, 
Bridgnorth MB_.,,...........Al 
Bridgnorth RD ...... vw Al 
Bridgwater ...... Al 
Brierfield _........ Pre 


Brighouse MB ..... 








Brighton & Hove .. A 
MEIBCON IStEICE conc asccsossed A 
Broadstairs ......... A 
Bromsgrove UD .. ical 
Broughton, Flint .. oaeght 
Buckfastleigh ...... Al 
ingham ....... Al 
Buckley ...... Be 
I sac ccccacsccccsevcsssett Al 
Burnham-on-Crouch _...... Al 
Burnham-on-Sea A 
UND «=o cntidenieskce 








Buxton oe. 
WP MIBGUIE wus avsvucecscesccavcvescet’ 
CREENEEVON orccesscccccoessrs Al 
eee, Cnty. of - 
Calder Valley .........cc.screes 
Camberley District ‘ i 
Cambridge ............ A 
Cannock UD ... A 
Canterbury ..... 2 
REGRET. seen ssacdascpenesosnoes A 
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Carn! 
Castleford. i 
Caterham .. 
Gane en- -le 
Chard anes 
Charmy Do’ 
Chatham D 
Chatteris 
Cheadle (Ste 
Chelmsford 
Cheltenham 
Chepstow . 
Chertsey ... 
Chester ...... 
Chester-le-St 
Chesterfield 
Chesterfield 
Chichester . 
Chipping 
Chipping So 
Chippenham 
ham With 
huish) . 
Chorley...... 
Cirencester 
Clacton ..... 
Clay Cross L 
Cleethorpes 
Clevedon .. 
Cleveleys ... 
Clitheroe ... 
Coalville UI 
Cobham (Su 
Colchester 
CONE on sc00: 
Colwyn Bay 
Congleton . 
Consett UD 
Conway .... 
Corby UD... 
Cornwall, C 
Corsham D: 
Coventry C 
Cranbrook . 
Cranleigh .. 
Cranwell Ae 
Crawley .... 
Crewe ...... 
Crewkerne . 
Cromer .... 
Crook anc 
WD scase: 
Crowboroug 
Cuckfield... 
Cwmbran ... 


Dalton-in-Ft 
Darlington 
Dartmouth 
Darwen .... 
Daventry M 
Denbigh To 
Derby CB... 
Devizes .... 
Devon, Cou 
Dewsbury C 
Didcot 
Doncaster C 
Dorchester 
Dorking 
Dorset, Cou 


Dovercourt 
Driffield UL 
Drigg & Cz 
Droitwich M 
Dudley CB 
Dunstable 

Durham B 


Eastbourne 
jlam. 
East Grinst 
East Kestev 
East Retfor« 
Eastwood ( 
Ebbw Vale | 
Edenbridge 
BT Missin 
Epping ..... 
Evesham M 
Exeter ..... 

Exmouth 


Fakenham . 
Falmouth . 
Fareham .. 
Favershan 


For Birken 
Laboure 
Note.—Ca 
2d. per ¢ 
Women’s | 
craft pre 
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“sue | CURRENT RATES OF WAGES—- i : 
ES—-Continued 
10; 
1S ae... pier FO: Se rn 
Se A Fetiessome oe patentee: Al BAW cscictacedeiastes P ai Gate, Town. Grade. 
1 ¥ Carmarthenshire, Cnty of +8 Fleetwood. vA Toe on embrokeshire (except Mil- Sutton Coldfield MB 
1 5 RII ncescoconisansnoasoh— Flint MB .... Lincoin CE . 2 BR Haan At | Swadlincote UD svc 
et phos an 4 ga A | Pemenmee a: a 
ater AM .......cecceee i 3 tt ; se3 istrict . 
Each Chapel-en- -le-Frith a — teeee ean Hei 2 ROMMEME Saccedesenccuncesces ss Ml come sass AS 
Ba Chard A | FLOM oessseseersssseseenee Llandudno ieee Teuton, Sele of Gas. | Senden District. “A 
45 pot alle A Gainsborough UD .........-. Llano nia i RD) ys mee as Swinton UD .......0cccc0A 
4 5 CRAEEIS. co cscccosenss eee ateshead CB .......... = iano clear ee 
Chattee (Stalls) RD ; -— Gitinghoan (Dorset) ny i a andekdead Al ipnente aoe aa re “| Jeet OID = cisanccacts - 
Chelmsford ........e0+0+ a aston Mt). oeeseeeeees A Long Eaton ... ss ontefract MB ...............A | Tavistock ........ ra 
5 6 Cheltenham . — — & Street ......Al toa mies : A Pontypool & District .. a Eb Al 
70 Chepstow oa SRR rrrsnssreoceenso A Loughborough MB - Pontypridd District A ji wie 
ertse: heed as aw i > ae 
0 — pease A Gloucestershire, Cnty. of Al pede : Al Portishead . n Tewkesbury ue oil 
ft. Chester-le-Street UD .........A Loxton ... A Portland Bill 1 ce ee oA 
3 10 Chesterfield MB ........ ww. Ludlow MB .. AL a ---- A Thirsk RD Y 
49 eden RD .. 1A Hook) A — RD .. ey ry . A Thorpe Bay ............ A 
37 Chip in D aeeees sansa? A2 Gosport pa ssacanenntessinasseceeen inn A Princetown ..... rt Thurrock UDC Area .........A 
6 0 ens e-: “Al Grantham “Ni +. Lyme Regis -..... Sag Pudsey MB AL*| __«, North of to Billericay...A 
Pe RG Sravesen he von) . - Al Pulb cose atu, TIN +’ sncnsacdanacnconsanctent 
Rees ond aren. Grays Thurrock UD woe WN oe oc gce laste ecdeetig A sat calmer A2 Todmorden MB . oa 
huish) ara “et —_ es Pic asenun tes aus A Enea misigs Al 
 .. -aeapeanaaenseadaaaan rimsby CB.......... Macclesfi Radnorshire, C F orquay Al 
90 oe Pt Grimsby RD (part) ......... Maiienheag Ramsgate ..... peonsiedallles Totnes Eee 
12 1 Clacton ...... “Al uildford District ............ Maidstone ... ss Raunds UD . ey eno. ernie ve Al 
2 | ClayCross U vA Maldon (Essex) r a >| tee <a 
Cleethorpes M - Halesowen MB .. h Maltby UD .... . Reading A Tunbri jee Wells .. - 
Clevedon ........ ‘Al Halifax CB .........--s00..-e-, A Malton UD ... Redcar B ........ A ES swameenr ae? or” 
Cleveleys as ey Halstead ...... Al Malvern UD .. Redditch UD ...... A ynemouth CB ............... A 
Clitheroe ...... ck Haresfield . Al Manchester .... a ae A Ul 
ind Coalville UD ...... he Harlow ....... ey Manningtree .. Rhondda Valley ... A U ee ae” 
one Cobham (Surrey) ie Harpenden ......ss-sscsccseeee, A Mansfield MB Richmond B (Yorks) A Uppingham See 
a A Husteasss al. o Mae Ripow MB ...........<. ‘Al tae RD ; 
a leant A H eae BS “ Margate es at ow se des ae ttoxeter UD...............+++ 
Colwyn B 7 arwell ........ y arket Harborough RD... Josyg oe 
&. ¢ Congleton... — { Harwich - Market sasbereann bp a rane A A Al Wanetelt CB A 
Consett UD . A‘ | Haslemere “{S | Market Rasen UD............Al once A | Wakefield RD... A 
IIE cariinkcsncnnteregasieets Al Hastings ... "A2 RERROOUE w.scaexscccensonsevenres Al — a woe A 
Corby UD....--ssssseses ‘Al | Hatfield (Hi AR | Maryport... ree -~ “aee At | Wallsend B .. A 
1] Cornwall, County of.. Al 1 er aaa aN a A Matlock UD an eee A Walsden .......... A 
Corsham District .. A Haywards Heath . od Melksham ........ VAI Rugeey UD ... Al Walton-on-Naze Al 
Coventry CB . “A” Heanor UD ........... Rey Melton Mowbray UD ...... Rushden UD ...............-+- A Ware «.....--00000-0- ve 
Pe Cranbrook ae .A2 — Hempstead .. “kk —— eotaaess nee a AI 
WUIRIEEN cee’ siescactsisccaeesd nley-on-Thames ‘ ees arrington .... 
f Cranwell Aerodrome re gag been oe “Al Mexborough UD .. - ge ae EL ~_ Woes BP A 
Ij Crawley ..... Herefordshire, C K 1 egg €B.. a ; | hepa i Wednesbury MB - 
:sosocnpaannetit A » Cnty. of. HAL A | St. Austel 2 ee 
1 0 Crewe ..... Flcene BAY «2... <20-.05s<-0s Middleton... A St. Hel tin . Wellingborough UD A 
12 Crewkerne ie seated ETRE SES - a ay St. Neots. “ee Wellington UD eneneoall 
1 4 7 siete nie ns A aot be : - eg ie ‘Al Salisbury City ae ba oo (Somerset) ...Al 
oo ares : an i a eer ee ells (Norfolk) .........+.. Al 
‘ee eee A Heysham iets 7" eae Al Sandy as ae Wells (Somerset) .. ary 
Crowborough i Heywood ooo... ee secant Saga of...Al Sawbridgeworth wee aka ssene vA 
on fis pe : Hish 4 errers MB hk earmmabiee aes Al Saxmundham .. y bse Gar. City ... A 
Para reece A Hicckle — A en lag A Scarborough MB... ss \ sell Bromwich CB A 
Hitchin ei A Morley — Al Scunthorpe MB voit Westclifi-on-Sea - 
inci Furnes a , are onge - Moreh iB . seeccees wy" =" & “< Westerham ’ A 
Darlington CB ..........-.-..A Holywell .... a Morpeth RD . _ a Mle West Hartlepool CB ........ . 7 
eee At en A ay Mundesley ............. a Res Al Shefeabusy a (except 
os ae. yr Horsham le ie - As Sheerness ...... ees We mn NEE a riceidcesswaunexaeue Al 
Deal Ae | Beene on... -A2 | Nantwich | eee A | Weybridge ene 
Pirrcec iets A2 seweageas ae egiaseaxatedesiteaces epton M ey scctesenceecsecserecs 
ee , mys Hudderscd CB ay oo Valley a Snabenne — a ——_ (including Port- 
Devizes .....--.+ ti lente ‘Sues A Newark MB...... - SPIDEY wneenes we land Sto he plata 
es ibscnarscsasse Al cone onan Al Newbury : A Shoeburyness . ot Whitb toneyards) ......... A 
Dewsbury cB. of .. oan gton (Staffs) ............ A Newcastle-on-Tyne seese . | con 5 Bay Whitby - A 
ewsbury CB .............006+. N 2 steee hrewsbury MB. i . 
Didcot eens Aa THR SCOMBE |. c.ccasececcaeess Al Late aga stone A Sirhowy Valleys . — Whites © M 2 
Ee | Ilkeston MB.... i Warsitsas Bee ICE co ccccese Al Sittingbourne ..... ie Whit yl lonksonton UDA 
Doncaster CB ... “A | likley UD... A | Newmarket on. “AL | Skegness UD °.. . ee 
Dorking ivan .Al Ipswich ......-... a Nacnent Fv oa ee | Skipton UD .... pea Widn iy Seiesatonuccennc<anenty 
acest PRecerapir : -_ ao of Sheppey .. a: Newquay & . Al Sere CUP kccc cccencdevasene Al wan. nes wees _ 
Dorset, i Is e of Thanet..... le Le i ee pagan socal Slough, Windsor & Eton Wigton “oa 
Dover ss. A2 SIS OF Wight '.....cosssesqeaseo A2 N < Al Dee ‘i oe Al 
jovercourt ‘ ormanton UD ............ A | Smethwick CB .............7 A Wilmslow 
wey MOR pamneadanabenaae A ines ie” coe Smethwick CB .. Win Cio... A 
Drigg & Carleton .. -Al Jarrow B Northallerton UD veoh Snettisham ........ i Wi “4 County of. tAl 
Srolwich my ON x. A | FBTEOW BD cnccccceccorsccccccences A ae A Solihull UD ............ a * Wwheneeaen ane i 
hay aad ch Keigh North Shields WA Somerset, County of...... tAl Winch —— 
Dunstabl dees A eighley MB ... ah North Walsh eee uA Southampton and Wi Penne Al 
Dunstable... vA | Kendal ......... “A | See Al Eastleigh ........-.se.-sss0ee » | eS — 
NAIR A | ee ye “A | Norton Radstock At } ro aaa Dist.....A | Witham |... a 
iba orwich .......... —_ Lenn eeeereeee A Withernsea UD.. he 
ae a | Ear ag A | Rates | Setthwat a Woking cel 
. Glam. we roa 3 ae “A | Southwold w....ceeeAL |) Wokingham” f 
East Grinstead District eee AD pce pasa eaeas Al uneaton MB ..........00++ A Spalding UD ... Al wenuhons on CB. _— 
East Kesteven RD AL Kinest Lynn ..... shal Stafford MB... A Wolver on Dist = ~<a 
ele nae ms ingsteignton ‘Al Oakham RD .. Al Staines .......... A arto SMawies: ........-A 
Ric stehos A Kirkham ... Oakh a“ Woodbridgs. ........ 
Eastwood (Notts) UD re ee ee A akham UD Al Stamford MB Al Wood seeececeee Al 
i ve «tae Knaresborough UD .........A Okehampton wes Stantonwick .... wey La par Spa UD --Al 
Edenbridge ..........-.sese0e Al RMU ONE capacdsesicesesavines A Oldham ....... ie Stevenage ..... aA em ay "ial Al 
yea NBR ae ¥ Ongar ecseaes « Stockport ....... or” bs sa need cB. 2 a 
Epping ....... ee Baetecds ces i. Ormskiské  .......:. ny Stockton RD ......... A W. nto A 
Rusians MB, eamington MB A Ossett & Horbury A Stockton-on-Tees B.. A Wor sop MB . vA 
ee. ‘Al Ecaiheshead _ Cnn... a Sinkeonchreat CE. N ee secaceensesie ---A2 
— ti Leeds CB ....... | Oundle UD At | Stoke Orchard .. - | oe 
Leek wD... rr Oxford = Stourbridge MB . 7 —- eceecesece «Al 
Bikeahan Leleenter 7 A RIN akksee scascccecatccrerts Al Stourport UD .... A we oe dbam rey 
Falmouth ... Lelgivon Buzzard . Al Stowmarket LOE ‘Al ae fl 
areham .... ) eee | Padst Stratford-on-Avon MB...... A 
Favershan Letchworth Al | Paignton... Suaderisnd CB Yeovil Boeough 
aA Ne , |) ee ee . 
Reiaacsaseqicaeten talyfera.. 3 
Pa ee ve oS EES 
pool and London the rat 
Labourers, 3s. 10d. Plus 2d. es are: —Craftsmen. 4s. Sd.; Labo 
per working day. ¢ urers, 3s. 10d. In the case of L 
Note.—Carpenters and Joiners pr y. {This is the County rate and applies except where higher ondon therate beyond the 12-mile radius is: Craftsmen, 4s. 444.; 
of par Ge, when neinded providing own tools when employed in establish er ' 
< : mployed on other building industry work, 4d. per d ishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworki 
OMEN’s RATES.—In all districts throughout th ila outing Restocinn antGhagn, enatien 
craft processes, 3s. 1d. per h © country the rate of wages for i i 
5 per hour. women engaged in craft processes is 3s. 5d. per hour. Women engaged k 
os on work other thap 
For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 34. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


The Property Market, 1956 


MPHE demand for industrial premises has 

remained steady, with many companies 
undertaking extensions and new building 
work,’ say Messrs. Chamberlain and Willows, 
auctioneers, surveyors and estate agents, in 
their annual review, The Property Market, 
1956. They note that although an appreci- 
able proportion of Lendon’s industry has 
moved out to the new towns, many firms 
have retained their existing premises as a 
precaution against shortage of labour in the 
new areas, foreseeing that until there is a 
comprehensive range of employment in the 
new towns, families with more than one 
worker will not leave their present localities. 
The need for revision of the system for 
obtaining planning permission for the con- 
version of existing property is mentioned, 
especially in the London area. Were the 
system more simple the feeling is that both 
property dealers and commercial organisa- 
tions would profit. Concluding, the report 
states that there is no apparent reason to 
assume that landed property will not main- 
tain its popularity as a security, and looks 
forward with optimism to a fairly swift 
conclusion to the many plans for acquisi- 
tion and development at present held in 
suspense. 


Sewerage and Sewage Disposal 


The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a revised edition of 
‘Methods of Chemical Analysis as Applied 
to Sewage and Sewage Effluents’ (HMSO, 
price 10s.). This book replaces the earlier 
publication of the same title, issued by the 
Ministry of Health in 1929. To bring the 
book up to date an informal technical com- 
mittee was called together to sevise and ex- 
pand the work in the light of present-day 
needs and recent advances in analytical 
chemistry. The book is essentially a techni- 
cal work for those engaged in chemical 
analysis, for whom it is a practical hand- 
book. It recommends and describes in de- 
tail tests for measuring most of the qualities 
or constituents which are significant in con- 
nection with the treatment and disposal of 
sewage. Certain simplified tests suitable for 
carrying out at small works are also included. 


Ideal Home Decor 


Mr. James Gardner, one of the artistic co- 
ordinators of the Festival of Britain and 
chief designer of the United Kingdom 
Pavilion at the International World Fair to 
be held in Brussels in 1958, has designed 
the Grand Hall decor for the 1957 Daily 
Mail Ideal Home Exhibition. The hall will 
be transformed into a huge rectangular floral 
market place with spired and canopied 
stands, in which the domestic wares will be 
exhibited. 


TV Aerials on Council Houses 


Sheffield housing committee has decided 
to provide and maintain TV aerials and 
amplifiers for reception of BBC and ITV 
programmes and for VHF radio reception 
in each block of maisonettes erected on 
housing estates. 


Notts Builders’ Visit 


The Nottingham and District Association 
of Building Trades Employers, * following 
successive visits in recent years to Norway, 


Denmark, Sweden and Holland, have 
arranged for an official visit to Scotland 
from June 5 to 12 next. The party will be 
limited to 78, and a private sleeping com- 
partment train will convey the members to 
and from Pitlochry, where contacts have 
been arranged with the Perth Building Trade 
Employers. 


Measurement of Terrazzo 


An addendum on terrazzo to the supple- 
ment to the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment of Building Works has just been issued 
by the RICS and the NFBTE, price 1s. 6d. 
This supplement, which provides an adden- 
dum to sections VIII and XIV, Pavior and 
Plaster, was authorised by agreement 
between the RICS and the NFBTE and pro- 
duced with the assistance of the National 
Federation of Terrazzo-Mosaic Specialists. 


Move to New Premises 


Owing to the Notting Hill Gate-road 
widening scheme, Messrs. F. D. and H. 
Head, Ltd., builders, are forced to move 
from the premises occupied by them for 
over a century at 168, Notting Hill Gate. 
Their new address will be 8-10, Needham- 
road, WI11. 


Sand and Gravel Standards 


The Sand and Gravel Association of 
Great’ Britain have just published, from 
48, Park-street, W1, a booklet entitled 
‘British Standard Specifications Affecting 
Sand and Gravel,’ which, in the words of 
Mr. B. L. Morton, chairman of the Research 
and Standards Committee, ‘provides an 
easy and systematic reference to all British 
Standards which cover the quality require- 
ments of sand and gravel aggregates, their 


testing and their uses.’ Copies may be 
obtained from the secretary of the 
Association. 


New Trade Marks Rules 


Some changes in the rules governing trade 
marks are announced by the Board of 
Trade. The prohibition on the use of the 
Royal or Imperial arms in trade marks has 
been clarified. In particular, such words 
as ‘Royal’ or ‘Imperial’ are no longer 
forbidden unless their use implies Royal 
patronage, past or present. The prohibi- 
tion on the use of the word ‘ Anzac’ remains 
in force. These changes are given effect 
by the Trade Marks (Amendment) Rules, 
1956 (SI 1956 No. 1844) (HMSO, price 3d.), 
which came into operation on November 30. 


North-Eastern Apprenticeships 


The Amalgamated Society of Wood- 
workers and the Amalgamated Union of 
Building Trade Workers are taking steps to 
ensure that more young employees in the 
building industry in the North-East are pro- 
perly indentured. It has been estimated that 
of 9,000 youths in all trades in the industry 
in the area, more than 6,000 are not serving 
proper apprenticeships. The unions state 
that the industry is in danger of facing a 
serious shortage in skilled men in the 
future. 


‘No Doncaster Price Rings’ 


Ald. Herbert Jackson, chairman of Don 
caster Housing Committee, told a Council 
meeting on December 4 that there were no 
price rings among the Doncaster small 
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builders engaged on council house building 
He said that the allegation was unfair to the 
council’s officials, making them out to fe 
either fools or knaves—fools if it existe 
and they knew nothing about it, and knave 
if it existed and they did nothing about jt 
He said that the similarity of accepted 
tender prices was due to the system of nego. 
tiated tenders under which prices wer 
arranged between the council officials ang 
the small builders’ pricing committee which 
took costs into consideration. 


Overspending on Council Houses 


Due to rises in labour and material cost 
a total of £78,553 has been overspent on 
contracts for building 1,238 municipa| 
houses, West Bromwich Town Council were 
told on December 5. An application is to 
be made to the Ministry of Housing for 
sanction to borrow the amount. £55,454 
was overspent on 11 housing contracts for 
812 houses, states a housing committee re- 
port, while a further £23,098 was overspent 
on 426 dwellings. 


Plastics in Building 


The Department of Building of East Ham 
Technical College has organised a series of 
short evening courses dealing with plastics 
in building, chemical and marine plumbing 
planned to give journeymen and master 
plumbers a training in the techniques used 
with plastics. During this session there will 
be two courses each of eight weeks’ duration, 
Course A will commence on January 11, and 
course B on March 8. Applications to: 
Head of Building Dept., East Ham Tech- 
nical College, Arragon-road, E6. The fee 
for each course is 13s. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


The directors of Trollope and Colls, have 
announced the following appointments : Mr. 
F. T. West and Mr. A. RAYMOND MAIS, joint 
assistant managing directors, to be managing 
directors, and Mr. D. W. JoHNSON and Mr. A 
C. LITTLE, contract managers, to be technical 
directors. 


Mr. W. H. Tyrretv has resigned as from 
December 31 from the board of William Wil- 
lett, Ltd., and is free and available to take up 
a new appointment. His address is 46, Reigate- 
rd., Ewell, Surrey. 


Stevens & Adams, Ltd., wood _ flooring 
specialists. of Victoria Works, Point Pleasant. 
Wandsworth, SW18, announce that Mr. R. T. 
GREEN has been elected a director as from 
January 1. 


Thos. W. Ward, Ltd., announce the appoint- 
ment as local directors from January 1 of:— 
MEssrs. ERNEST SPRINGTHORPE, (©. NORMAN 
BRADSHAW, ERIC WOLSTENHOLME, GEORGE 
PaGe, ReG HADFIELD and ALFRED KISSACK. 
The new local directors have all spent their 
entire business life with the company. 


Mr. FRANK Rowe, BSc, FIIA, has_ been 


appointed a director of the George Cohen 600 f 


Group, Ltd., as from January 1. 


Silvertown Rubber Co., Ltd., announces the 
retirement of one of their veteran employees, 
Mr. JOHN LINES, who joined the company in 
1896 at the age of 14, and worked in the Pre- 
paration Department of the company’s factory 
at Silvertown. 


The annual dinner of Messrs. Gee, Walker & 
Slater, held in London recently, was marked by 
the presentation of gold watches to employees 
for long service and also by a presentation to 
Mr. H. CorDen, joinery works manager, on his 
retirement after 58 years’ service. 

Mr. K. F. Stone, ASMA, has been appointed 
sales manager of Robert Taylor & Co. (Iron 
founders Sales), Ltd., 170/172, Victoria-st. 
SWI, and Larbert, for the sale of ‘ Tayco 
products. 
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From Our Own Correspondents 


Mexican Market 


DESPITE the strategic position of USA as 
Mexico’s main supplier, European coun- 
tries ought to fulfil a far greater proportion 
of Mexico’s import requirements than at 
present. And ‘ United Kingdom manufac- 
turers ought to be in the vanguard of those 
European nations seeking the additional 
orders which can feasibly be secured.’ This 
js the view of the Counsellor (Commercial) 
of HM Embassy at Mexico City in 
‘Economic and Commercial Conditions in 
Mexico,’ just published (HMSO, 5s. 6d.). 
He points out that present and future oppor- 
tunities for British manufacturers lie in the 
capital goods field, and that their great prob- 
lem is how to give their Mexican customers 
a service similar to that provided by the 
Americans. 


Exports to Greece 


‘Economic and Commercial Conditions 
in Greece’ (HMSO, 4s. 6d.), a survey by 
the Commercial Counsellor of the British 
Embassy in Athens, notes than there has 
been a tendency for some firms to neglect 
the Greek market in recent times, partly 
because of the difficult political situation, 
and partly because of unsatisfactory experi- 
ences with importers at a time of credit- 
squeeze and cash shortage, both in the 
United Kingdom and in Greece. Trade in 
Greece has so far been virtualHy unaffected 
by political tensions, and there is still a 
strong demand for the right kind of British 
goods at the right price. Machinery and elec- 
trical equipment are among the goods that 
have stood up best to competition in price 
and in quality from other countries, and these 
form the backbone of the United Kingdom’s 
trade. British firms should,,where necessary, 
be prepared to allow the credit terms on 


_which particular imports are permitted by 


the Greek authorities. The services provided 
by the Board of Trade, the British Embassy 
in Athens and the Export Credit Guarantees 
Department are at all times available to 
intending exporters. 


1958 Brussels Exhibition Contracts 


Contracts have been awarded to Richard 
Costain, Ltd., for the construction of the 
whole of the United Kingdom buildings at 
the Brussels Universal and International 
Exhibition of 1958. These consist of the 
British Government Pavilion and_ the 
British Industries Pavilion. Architects for 
the Government Pavilion are Howard V. 
Lobb & Partners, who are also the co- 
ordinating architects for the whole site; the 
architects for the British Industries Pavilion 
are Messrs. Edward D. Mills & Partners, 
and the constructional engineer is Mr. Felix 
J. Samuely, BSc, AMICE. An association 
has been formed between Costain’s and 
the Belgian firm of Enterprises Blaton- 
Aubert for the construction work. 


Nigerian Contract 


A 34m. contract for a wharf extension at 
Port Harcourt, Nigeria, has been awarded 
fo Taylor Woodrow (West Africa) Ltd., by 
the Government of the Federation of 
Nigeria, through the Crown Agents for 


Oversea Governments and Administrations. 

The works comprise the construction of 
a wharf extension, 1,550 ft. long providing 
three additional deep water berths; three 
single-storey transit sheds; a single-storey 
warehouse, and various store and office 
buildings, road and rail tracks. The works 
are due to be completed by June, 1960. The 
consulting engineers are Messrs. Coode & 
Partners, of London. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 

Baghdad.—The Sewerage Board have invited 
tenders for the construction of the first stage 
of the Baghdad sewerage scheme. The contract 
involves the laying of approx. 180 km. of pipes; 
construction of 15 pumping stations and 
primary stages of the Soida sewage treatment 
works. Tender documents and specifications 
available for inspectiom or hire from the Con- 
sulting Engineers, John Taylor & Sons, Artil- 
lery-hse., Artillery-row, SW1, on non-returnable 
fee ot £20. Details advertised in this issue. 


HOUSING IN UGANDA 
Annual Report 


Sa result of commercial, Government 

and industrial development in Uganda, 
particularly in the two big towns of Kam- 
pala and Jinja, but also in lesser towns such 
as Entebbe, Mbale and Tororo, there has in 
recent years been a large influx of Africans 
into these centres seeking work but without 
the means to house themselves properly. The 
first step taken by the Government of the 
Protectorate to meet the situation was the 
establishment of housing estates in which 
the Government has constructed and is con 
structing houses on a planned layout to ren, 
to such Africans. The annual report of the 
African Housing Department for the year 
ended December 31, 1955, a copy of which 
has just been received from the Director of 
African Housing (P.O. Box 2183, Kampala, 
Uganda, price 2 shs. 25 cents.), gives a full 
account of this and other housing work, to- 
gether with technical, financial and other 
information. 
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The introduction to the report points out 
that the construction of houses for renting 
alone (in which there must be a considerable 
element of subsidy) provides no hope of 
meeting the need for accommodation in the 
main urban centres for Africans at the pre- 
sent rate of construction, which is limited 
by the amount of:finance available to the 
Department. Accordingly an estate was 
opened at Ntinda where the Department, 
instead of building houses for renting, laid 
out the roads and plots, and then installed 
a water supply, street lighting, and drains 
and invited Africans either to lease plots and 
build their own houses to approved plans 
or to buy houses built for them by the De- 
partment on these plots. This plan has the 
added attraction of encouraging stability 
through pride in home ownership and the 
possession of immovable property. To en- 
courage Africans who have not much capital 
available for outright purchase of their 
houses, the Department, with the co-opera- 
tion of the Uganda Credit and Savings 
Bank, has arranged to assist them. 

Considerable study has been given by all 
Departments of the Government concerned 
to the possibility of simplifying and reducing 
standards of building without abandoning 
minimum health and safety standards. 
As a result, during the year some model 
Grade II and Grade III building rules were 
devised for application in specified areas in 
townships, under which it will be permissible 
for houses to be built by and for Africans 
in traditional methods such as mud and 
wattle walls. The Grade II rules make it 
possible to build for between £100 and £150 
a three-roomed house, more commodious 
yet much cheaper than a house built by the 
Department to the standard of Grade I rules, 
and also to any design within reason liked 
by the prospective owner. 

The majority of the houses built by the 
Department during the year had been put 
out to contract and have been of prefabri- 
cated post-and-panel construction, which has 
proved the best method of mass production. 
The average price of this method in Kam- 
pala or Jinja is about Shs. 14/50 per foot 
super. For smaller jobs of a few houses 
only the Department builds with its own 
labour force in concrete blocks with Ardex 
asbestos sheeting roofs. The Department 
builds, where required on its estates, primary 
schools, créches, clinics, community centres 
and markets. 

A most successful Better Homes Exhibi- 
tion was organised at Ntinda at which vari- 
ous types of houses were exhibited by the 
Department and local contractors, and 
household consumer goods and building 
materials by commercial firms. The Depart- 
ment also built a permanent house for exhi- 
bition at the Agricultural and Trade Show 
at Nakivubo Stadium Kampala, and exhi- 
bited models of Grade II housing. 

In the approved five-year development 
plan the total for the Department’s capital 
expenditure is £2,000.000, or an average of 
£400,000 a year. Eleven appendices to the 
report give valuable detailed information on 
a variety of subjects. 

The Director at the period of the report 
was Mr. M. J. Bessell (now retired), the 
Acting Director Mr. A. H. Russell, DSC. 
The architect is Mr. C. G. Andrews, ARIBA, 
and the quantity surveyor Mr. F. L. Oakley, 
AIQS. 
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Thurso Technical College 


AITHNESS Education Committee have 
decided to build a technical college at 
Thurso at a cost of £25,000. The building, 
a prefabricated structure, will be ready in 
two to three years’ time. 


\ ]]High Flats for Dundee 


DUNDEE TOWN COUNCIL have approved in 
principle the construction of nine multi- 
storey blocks at the Fogglyley site at 
Lochee. They are to ask the Scottish 
Special Housing Association to submit pro- 
posals for flats on the lines of those recently 
opened at Toryglen, Glasgow. The flats 
there are ten-storey units but a proposal has 
been made by the SSHA that they should 
build to 12 storeys to make _ certain 
economies in cost. A final decision will be 
reached when the proposals have been 
advanced for full consideration. 





(] Edinburgh Academy Extension 


A DENSELY wooded site at Inverleith has 
been chosen by the planning committee of 
Edinburgh Corporation for the situation of 
the newly approved preparatory school for 
Edinburgh Academy. 

Scottish Bricklayers 

A MEETING of the Scottish Guild of Brick- 
layers (East of Scotland branch, Edinburgh) 
was held on December 14 in the Heriot- 
Watt College, Edinburgh, through the 
courtesy of Mr. Norman Sidwell, BSc., 
Head of the Building Department, who 
presided. The pre-apprenticeship and further 
education training schemes was the chief 
topic of the evening; after much discussion, 
it was generally agreed that the employer 
on the whole had an apathetic approach to 
the scheme; this feeling was viewed sympa- 
thetically by the members from the small 
builder’s point of view, it being understood 
up to a point that a third or fourth year 
apprentice was a paying proposition to his 
employer, and the loss of a’day’s produc- 
tion had to be considered in relation to a 
day’s schooling, but the larger firms seemed 
to lack interest. Deputations or representa- 
tives seldom or ever visited the day or night 
schools to inquire of the type of work being 
done, and on ‘speirin’ the students whether 
their bosses or charge hands ever showed 
interest, the majority replied— They don’t 
bother much about it.” The Guild would be 
interested in the views of employers regard- 
ing the edueational training schemes and 
appreciate any replies which the readers of 
The Builder may have on the subject. The 
next meeting of the Guild will be on Janu- 
ary 26. Prospective members should con- 
tact Mr. Prentice, 14, Meadowbank-crescent, 
Edinburgh. 

NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans in hand for new restaurant 
at Corporation estate, Hazelheart. G 
MclI. Keith (A), Town-hse., Aberdeen. 
Airdrie.—Plans prepared for new develop- 
ment of Rocksellock housing scheme consisting 
of over 70 three- and four-apartment houses. 
Burgh E: Harry Shaw, Municipal-bldgs. 
Auchtermuchty.—Plans prepared by R. S. 





SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING are rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 16, 1956. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen 4s. 34d.; Labourers 3s. 9d. 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 “a 
$. § 
Ist ae er i ae 47 24 
2nd Se sa 3 8 62 114 
3rd Ea Pa -. 94 5 
4th a ra ia BE 125 10} 
Sth 5 et it Oe 141 7} 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s. d. 
probationary period) A vee a 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) .. . ss & 











Lawrie (A), County-buldings, Cupar, for tem- 
porary classrooms. Est. cost £16,400. 

Burntisland.—Plans a by the Secre- 
tary of State for a new fire station. Demolition 
of buildings on site and new building not to 
exceed £12,000. A: R. S. Lawrie (A), County- 
bldgs., Cupar. 

Cupar.—Temporary accommodation at Bell- 
Baxter high sch., £21,000. A: R. S. Lawrie 
(A), County-bldgs. 

Dunfermline.—New school to be erected by 
Fife CC, ‘ Woodmill Secondary School.’ Est. 
cost £401,202. A: R. S. Lawrie (A), County- 


a. Cupar. 

lasgow.—Plans to be prepared for new Pro- 
testant prim. sch. on Ruchill estate at Bilsland- 
drive. A: John Macnab (L), 129, Bath-st., C2. 

Glasgow.—Plans approved for additions at 
56-60, Renfrew-st. for Macrae Brothers (Dis- 
tillers), Ltd., Garnethill. A: Baron Bercott (A), 
118, Blythswood-st., C2. 

Glasgow.—Plans in hand for new houses at 
Laurence-st., Bruce-rd. and Albert-drive. A: 
Archibald G. Jury (F), 20, Trongate, Cl. 

Glasgow.—Plans for James Grant & Co. 
(West), Ltd., Jamaica-st., for additions at 187 
to 199, New City-rd., Cowcaddens, and show- 
rooms at 8-10, Gayfield-st. being considered by 
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Corporation, A: Baron Bercott (A), 11g 
Blythswood-st., C2. : 

Glasgow.—Plans_ prepared for Clydesdale 
and North of Scotland Bank, Ltd., St. Vincens. 
st., for additions at 62-64, Ingram-st. 4. 
Wylie, Shanks & Wylie (F/A), 12, Clairmont. 
gdns., C3. 

Hamilton.—Dean of Guild Court warran 
granted to Scottish Special Housing Associa. 
tion, Ltd., to erect 36 three-storey flats, firs 
development of Wylie-st./Morgan-st. site. Eg 
to cost £48,000. ; 

Kirkcudbright.—Dean of Guild Court haye 
approved plans for a new bus station, offices 
and waiting-rooms at Harbour-sq., for SMT. 

Largs.—Plans approved for scheme of 2} 
houses at Seafront housing site. Burgh E.: 
George Arkieson, Municipal-chbrs., Largs, 

Leuchars.—Plans in preparation by Fife 
County A, R. S. Lawrie (A), for new primary 
school. ; 

Lochgelly.—Approval received by Fife cc 
from Scottish Education Department for erec. 
tion of a branch library. A: R. S. Lawrie (A), 
County-bldgs., Cupar. 


NEW COMPANIES 
THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents, 


Jesse Knight, Ltd. (571845.) Regd. Sept. 24, 
25, Holborn Viaduct, EC1. Bldrs., etc. Nom, 
cap.: £3,000. Dir.: J. G. Knight. 

Sunset Building Co., Ltd. (571859.) Regd. 
Sept. 24. Nom. cap.: £100.  Dir.: L. V. 
Phillips, 36, Canning-rd., Addiscombe, Surrey, 

Edward E. Crompton, Ltd. (571956.) Regd 
Sept. 25. Beech Tree Cottage, Bradford-la,, 
Belbroughton, nr. Stourbridge, Worcs. Build. 
ing contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: 
E. E. Crompton. 


A. J. Sapp & Son, Ltd. (571890.) Regd. 


Sept. 25. 5, Hackwood-rd., Basingstoke, Hants, 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £15,600. Dir.: A. J, 
Sapp. 


Contractors Agents Lunesdale, Ltd. (571972. 
Regd. Sept. 26. West End-rd., Morecambe and 
Heysham. _ Bidrs., public works contractors, 
etc. Nom. cap.: £500. 
West End-rd., Morecambe. 

Davison & Rigby, Ltd. (571977.) Regd. 
Sept. 26. Bldg. contractors. Nom. cap.: £500 
Dir.: R. A. Davison, 215, Hull-rd., York. 

George Coomber (Staines), Ltd. (571986. 
Regd. Sept. 26. 158, Chesterfield-rd., Ashford, 


Middx. Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: 
G. Coomber. 

John Slattery & Sons, Ltd. (571993.) Regd. 
Sept. 26. 5, Hall-rd., Ashton-under-Lyne. 
Bldrs., etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: J. 
Slattery. 


Richard James (Westminster), Ltd. (572006.) 
Regd. Sept. 26. Plumbers, glazing contractors, 
sanitary engrs. Nom. cap.: £3,000. Dir.: F.G 
Minter, 3, Ashley-ct., Morpeth-ter., Westmin- 
ster, SWI. 

S. J. Upshall, Ltd. (572012.) Regd. Sept. 26. 
Jacey-hse., The Lansdowne, Bournemouth. 
Bldrs., contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £2,000. 
Dir.: S. J. Upshall. : 


G. H. Bird, Ltd. (572058.) Regd. Sept. 27. 
164, Eastney-rd., Southsea, Hants. Bldrs., etc. 
Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: G. H. Bird. 

Cyril W. Hinchliffe, Ltd. (572339.) Regd. 
Oct. 2. _Waterloo-chbrs., Fir Vale-rd., Bourne- 
mouth, Hants. Heating, ventilating, domestic, 
sanitary and electrical engr. Nom. cap.: 
£10,000. Dir.: C. W. Hinchhffe. 


Preston & Deane (Builders), Ltd. (572419.) 


Regd. Oct. 3. 59, Burnt Oak-brwy., Edgware, 
Middx. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: G. W 
Preston. 

Mills & Cheeseman, Ltd. (572375.) Regd 


Oct. 3. 7, Rosemary-ave., West Molesey, Surrey. 
Bldg. contractors. Nom. cap.: £500. Dir.: $. 


Mills. 

Thornleigh Construction, Ltd. (572411) § 
Regd. Oct. 3. 17, Oxendon-st., SW1. Bldrs., 
etc. Nom. cap.: £1,000. Sub. Dir.: H. A. 


Levene. 

Baylis & Co. (Builders), Ltd. (572414.) Regd. 
Oct. 3. Nom. cap.: £2,000. Dir.: E. L. Baylis, 
42, Downs Valley-rd., Woodingdean, Brigh- 
ton, 7 
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The Builder 


_ FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JANUARY 7. 

;Bridgnorth BC.—46 houses at The Grove 
housing estate. Bourneville Village Trust, 
Architects’ Dept., Wesley Park-rd., Selly Oak, 
Birmingham, 29. Dep. £2 2s. _ ; 

¢Cambridge City C.—Alterations and_addi- 
tions to Cambridgeshire High School. City S. 
Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by February 11. > 

+Carlisle CC.—Final stage of new technical 
college. A: Buckland & Haywood (F), Norwich 
Union-chbrs., Congreve-st., Birmingham, 3. 
Dep. £3. Tenders by February 12. 

Isle of Wight Group Hospital Management 
Com.—Inclusion in list of contractors for works 
of maintenance. Group sec. 


JANUARY 10. 

*+Salisbury Diocese.—Erection of St. Ald- 
helm’s Church of England secondary modern 
school, Sherborne. H. C. Watts, Hon. Sec., c/o 
Petter, Warren & Roydon Cooper, architects, 
West Hendford, Yeovil. 


JANUARY 11. 
*+Newcastle Regional Hospital Board.— 
Extension of General Hospital, Newcastle. 
Sec.. Benfield-rd.,’ Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 6. 
*+Wandsworth BC.—195 dwellings, West 
Hill, Putney. TC. 
JANUARY 12. 
*+Essex CC.—Junior occupation 
Chelmsford. County A, Chelmsford. 
*Littleover Parish Council.—Conveniences, 
Carlisle-ave. entrance to playing fields. T. H. 
Thorpe & Ptnrs., architects, 41, Friar-gate, 
Derby. 
*+Swindon BC.—14 shops and 14 maison- 
ettes. Walcot estate. Boro’ A. 


JANUARY 14. : 
*tEssex CC.—Erection of The Warren junior 
girls school, Dagenham, County A, Chelms- 


ford. 
JANUARY 16. 

*tNewton Abbot UDC.—43 houses and 70 
bungalows, Buckland housing estate. S, 18, 
Devon-sq. Dep. £5 5s. 

*tNorthumberland CC.—Conversion Short- 
ridge Hall, Warworth, for use as aged persons’ 
home. County A, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Widnes BC.—Lavatory block, Simms Cross 


centre, 


County primary school. Boro’ A, Brendan 
House, Widnes-rd. Dep. £5 Ss. 

JANUARY 17. 
*tIpswich CB.—24 bungalows, Chantry 


estate 2B. BE&S. 
February 21. 


Dep. £3 3s. 


JANUARY 18. 

Barnes BC.—(1) 32 flats at Mortlake High- 
st. and/or 16 flats at Grove-rd. in conventional 
four-storey construction. Boro’ E&S. 

*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Nine trading 
kiosks and shelter combined, Central Beach- 
lands, Hayland Island. E&S, 1, Park-rd. 
North, Havant. 

*+Sheffield Regional Hospital Board.—X-ray 
dept., City General Hospital. E. F. Wilson (A), 
Fulwood House, Old Fulwood-rd. 


JANUARY 21. 
Leatherhead UDC.—-34 dwellings at Ashtead. 
S. Dep. £2 2s. 


, JANUARY 22. 

Darlington CBC.—158 two-bedroom and 212 
three-bedroom houses, 4,600 lin. yd. of 9 in. 
to 24 in. sewers, 2,600 lin. yd. of 4 in. and 6 in. 
Water mains, 2,200 lin. yd. estate roads and 
incidental works at Skerne Park housing site. 
Boro’ A. Dep. £3 3s. 


Tenders by 


JANUARY 23. 
*Brighton CB.—Adaptations at St. 


Luke’s 
terrace swimming bath. BSE & Planning 
Officer, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £1 Is 

Carlton UDC.—45 pairs of trad. or non- 
trad. semi-det. houses and incidental works at 
Phoenix Farm estate, as follows: Contract (1) 
26 houses, (2) 24 houses and (3) 40 houses. One 
or all. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 25. 
Caterham and Warlingham UDC.—16 flats 


at Westway, Caterham. E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Cuckfield UDC.—22 flats, America-la.. 
Haywards Heath. S. Dep. £2 2s. 


JANUARY 28. 
*Jarrow BC.—Annual contracts for 1957/8. 


*Sunderland CB.—Conversion into flats, 30 
to 35 and 1 and 40, The Avenue. Boro’ A, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 29. 

*Heston and Isleworth BC.—Supplying and 
fixing wood furniture, etc., Cranford branch 
library. BE&S, 88, Lampton-rd., Hounslow. 

Huddersfield CBC.—AlI! trades for new tech- 
nical training college, Lindley. Boro’ A. Dep. 
> ‘Te 


£2 2s. 
JANUARY 30. 

*Fareham UDC.—25 houses, Fareham Park. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 31. 

*+Sheffield No. 2 Hospital Management 
Committee.—Prescribed lists of contractors for 
various building works in certain properties. 
Group Sec., Middlewood Hospital, Sheffield, 6. 

‘ FEBRUARY 4. 

*Bletchley UDC.—Six houses, Castle’s estate, 
and doctor’s house, etc., Rivers estate. J. F. 
Smithie, E&S. 

FEBRUARY 11. 

Stepney MBC.—Reconstruction of White- 
chapel Baths, Goulston-st., El. Boro’ E&S. 
Dep. £10 10s. 

NO DATE, 

*Billinge and Winstanley UDC.—18 dwell- 
ings, Cobmoor. J. M. Wilson & Son, architects, 
Midland Bank-bldgs., St. Helens. Dep. £2 2s. 

*London.—21 flats border of Putney/Wands- 
worth. Hugh C. Duncan (A), 9, Hertford-st., 
W1. - Dep. £5 5s. 











BODDY 
ROOFING 


COMPANY LTD 
Specialists in 
ASBESTOS CEMENT 
MATERIALS 
PROTECTED METAL 
ROOF INSULATION 
SLATING 
TILING 


The principals and technical staff are available for 
consultation to architects, surveyors, structural 
engineers and contractors for any type or specifi- 
cation of roofing materials without obligation. 


81 ESSEX RD. + ISLINGTON 
LONDON : N11 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Private Exchange) 
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*South Manchester Hospital) Management 
Committee.— Maintenance and ___ decorative 


works at various hospitals and clinics. Group 
Supplies Officer, Withington Hospital, Man- 
chester, 20. 


PAINTING, MATERIALS, ETC. 


JANUARY 14. 
Gloucestershire CC.—Road materials. County 


Hertfordshire 
work. County S 
JANUARY 15. 

Royal Borough of Kensington.—Road works 

and materials. TC. 
Stourbridge BC.—Road materials. 


E&S 
JANUARY 17. 

*Sunderiand CB.—E€lectrical installation in 
the extension of the College of Art. Boro’ A, 
Grange House, Stockton-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 18. 

Croydon CBC.—Road materials. 

JANUARY 19. 

Burton-upon-Trent CBC.—Road materials. 
Boro’ E&sS. 

Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Road materials. 


CC.—Road materials and 


Boro’ 


Boro’ E. 


E&S. 
Hertford BC.—Road materials. Boro’ E&S. 
JANUARY 23. 

*Brighton.—Supply and _ installation of 
purpose-made furniture at Brighton, Hove and 
Sussex gram. sch. Boro’ S, E & Planning 
Officer, 26-30, Kings-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

FEBRUARY 1. 

*Ealing BC.—Installation of hot water and 
bath-rooms to houses and flats in North and 
South-roads. BE&S, Dep. £2. 

NO DATE. 

Middlesex CC.—Road materials. County 

E&s. 


MUNICIPAL AND 
CIVIL ENGINEERING WORKS, ETC. 


JANUARY 8. 
+Dursley RDC.—Two pumping mains (830 
lin. yd. 10 in. and 1,533 lin. yd. 6 in.), concrete 
reservoir of 500,000 gals. capacity, leading 
mains (337 lin. yd. 9 in., 2,723 lin. yd. 6 in. and 
127 lin. yd. 4 in.), two break-pressure tanks of 
5,000 gals. capacity, etc. T. Ward Whitfield & 
Son, constg. engrs., 54, Stallard-st., Trowbridge. 
Wilts. Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY I1. 
+Guisborough UDC.—Engineering works in 
connection with development of Hutton-la. 
housing estate. C. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


February 8. 
JANUARY 15. 

Bradford CC.—Flagging (15,400 sq. yd.J, 
soiling and miscellaneous work to footpaths at 
Tong housing estate. City S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JANUARY 18. 

Dundee CC.—Balmossie Bridge diversion.— 
Construction of three-span concrete culvert 
over Dighty Water on Perth-Aberdeen-Inverness 


trunk road (A.92) at Balmossie Den. City E. 
Dep. £5. 
Leicester CC.—Reconstruction in r.c. of 


North Kilworth canal bridge, route A.427 and 
of 300 lin. yd. carriageway. County E&S. 


Dep. £5 5s. 
JANUARY 24. 

East Lothian Water Board.—Two miles of 
asbestos cement pipes from Stobshiel to Humhbie 
and 10,000-gal. capacity concrete storage tank. 
G. H. Hill & Sons (Manchester), civil engrs., 
51, Mosley-st., Manchester, 2. Dep. £5 5s. 

NO DATE. 

North of Scotland Hydro-Electric Board.— 
Modifications to Tummel Bridge aqueduct at 
Tummel Bridge, Perthshire; construction of 
piped aqueduct nr. Trinafour, Perthshire and of 
new screen structure; raising canal walls over 
length of 4,700 lin. yd.; river dredging work, 
etc.; also 10,000 ft. of piped aqueduct from 
24 in.-27 in. dia., with intake, etc. Engineers: 
Sir Alexander Gibb & Ptnrs., 43, Northumber- 
land-st., Edinburgh, 3, or Queen Anne’s Lodge, 
Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Croydon.—Housinc — EstaTe.—Negotiations 
are proceeding with the Beckenham BC for 
joint development of the land, about 100 acres, 
now occupied by the South Norwood sewage 
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works, which are to be abandoned in about two 
years’ time. The site lies between the Crystal 


Palace district cemetery on the north-west, 
Elmers End-rd., Albert-rd. and the railway 
between Elmers End and Woodside stations, 


with the borough boundary roughly bisecting it. 
Some 46 acres will be available for housing 
and it is estimated that 600 houses and flats 
can be built on this land. The Boro’ E&S for 
Croydon is A. F. Holt, AMICE, MIMunE, 
MlStructE. Beckenham’s E&S is J. Dove, 
AMICE, MIMunE. 

Deptford.—Housinc Sites.—The MBC has 
no objection to the acquisition by the LCC for 
housing purposes, of the following sites: (1) 
46, 48 and site 50-58 (even), Lewisham-way ; 
7 and sites of 1-5 (odd), St. Donatt’s-rd., SE14, 
and (2) 8-14 (consec.), St. Nicholas-st.; 9-13 
(odd) and sites of la and 1-7 (odd), Lucas-st., 
sites of 189-197 (odd), Lewisham-way; land 
rear of 177-187 (odd), Lewisham-way. 

East Barnet.—Houses, FLATS, BUNGALOWS 
AND GARAGES.—The UDC plans to build 74 
new dwellings, including three- and four- 
bedroom houses, two- and three-bedroom flats 
and two-room bungalows on land to the north 
of New Barnet Gas Works, Albert-rd., which 
it is proposed to acquire from the Eastern Gas 
Board, as an ‘extension to the Bevan estate. 
The Council’s S is C. M. Barnes, OBE, 
MIMunE, AMTPI. 

Hornchurch.—HouseEs AND GARAGES.—By- 
law approval has been granted to Messrs. 
Parrish (Builders), Ltd., for eight houses at a 
new street off Rosslyn-ave., Harold Wood, to 

E. Rogerson (Contractors), Ltd., for 22 
houses and garages at Nyth Close, Cranham, 
and to Dean Homesteads (Hornchurch), Ltd., 
for 20 bungalows at new road off Wych Elm- 
rd., Hornchurch. TP approval has been given 
to Leftley Bros., Ltd., for 29 dwellings and 31 
garages at a mew street off Randall-dr., Horn- 
church, and to J. E. Rogerson (Public Works 
Contractors), Ltd., for 30 houses at Severn-dr., 
Upminster. 

Lewisham.—FLAats.—The Housing (Building) 
Com. recommends that the site of the 
Methodist church at Hither Green-la. and 
Wellmeadow-rd. -be developed by the erection 
of 15 three-bedroom flats and five one-bedroom 


flats. The Boro’ A is H. Forward (F), 
FRICS. 

Leytonstone. — Ciinic. — The North-East 
Metropolitan Regional Hospital Board pro- 
poses to replace the existing Leyton and 
Walthamstow chest clinics by a building to 


house both in the grounds of the Whipps Cross 
hospital, Ell, at an est. cost of £34,550. The 
hy A is W. G. Plant (F), lla, Portland-pl., 

i, 

Shoreditch.—FLATs, SHOPS AND MAISONETTES. 
—The MBC has approved further proposals for 
the redevelopment of the triangular area to the 
south of the Colville estate, bounded by Pitfield- 
st., Hoxton-st. and Hemsworth-st. and known 
as the Hobbs-pl. area. Part of the area has 
already been developed by the erection of 
Clinger-ct. To the north of this, it is proposed 
to build an H-shaped block of 11 storeys con- 
taining 44 two-bedroom flats. Blocks 3 and 5 
will be five storeys high and will each provide 
18 three-bedroom maisonettes, two three-bed- 
room flats and five bed-sitting-room flats. Block 
4 will contain eight three-bedroom maisonettes 
and four one-bedroom flats. Block 6, fronting 
Hemsworth-st., will provide 24 one-bedroom 
flats and, north of St. Amne’s church, with a 
frontage to Hoxton-st., a block of shops with 
maisonettes over is proposed. Provision for a 
public-house is also made. Detailed plans for 
blocks 2-6 have been approved and negotiations 
are in progress with Walter Lawrence & Son, 
Ltd., with a view to their submitting a tender 
for these blocks. The Boro’ ES&A is J 
Sharratt, OBE, AMICE, AMTPI. 

Walthamstow.—FLats.—Conditional TP ap- 
proval has been granted to Messrs. Campbells 
for 12 flats and four lock-up garages to be 
erected on land adjoining 108, Larkshall-rd. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Aintree.—Kirbys, Ltd., Southport, propose 
erection of new garage and petrol fitting station 
at Ormskirk-rd., £150,000 est. A: Walter 
Lewis (L), 34, Castle-st., Liverpool. (Inquiry 
held.) 

Alnwick.—Proposal to build new wing at 
Duke’s gram. sch. to include laboratories, 
classrooms, art room, gymnasium, etc., has 
been approved. 


Alnwick.—Quantities to be prepared for pro- 
posed alterations and additions to out-patients’ 
dept. at Alnwick Infirmary for Newcastle 
Hospital Board, £12,500 est. Board’s Ch. A. 

Ashington.—UDC to apply for loan of 
£59,188 for building of 24 houses and 12 flats 
at Daraoley-rd. S: A. K. Dennis. 

Ashington.—UDC seeks loan _ sanction 
£59,188 for 24 houses and 12 flats at North 
Seaton-rd. and eight houses at 'Darnley-rd. 
Plans by S.—UDC has offered land to 
Northumberland Aged Miners’ Homes Assn. 


for 24 aged miners’ houses nr. Ashington 
Mining School. oe 
Barnsley.—Proposals for new civic centre 





to be erected on 74-acre site at rear of Town 
Hall and to contain West Riding CC offices, 
M of W offices, central library, civic theatre, 
public hall, Boro’ and County Police head- 
quarters and new court house, are under con- 
sideration by TC. A: Lanchester & Lodge 
(F/F), 10, Woburn-sq., WC1. 

Barrow-in-Furness.—TC to prepare quan- 
tities for erection of 180 houses at North 
Walney estate; approved layout for 14 dwellings 
at Margate-st. extension. 

Birkenhead.—BC approved plans: 124 houses, 
73 bungalows, eight shops and church at Wood- 
church-rd., Holm-la. and Flat-la. for Boultons 
(Bebbington), Ltd., School-la., Bebbington; 
20 houses at Woodchurch-rd./Storeton-rd. for 
James Harland, 46, Church-rd.; single-storey 
building at Duke-st., and Cleveland-st. for 
Crispa Crisps, Ltd.; 36 houses at Brookside 
estate for J. H. Roberts (Builders and Contrac- 
tors), Ltd.; 37 dwellings at Pensby-rd. estate 
for E. O'Sullivan, Ltd.; seven shops with 
living accommodation at 358/374, Woodchurch- 
rd. for Boultons (Bebbington), Ltd. 

Blackburn.—TC proposes slum _ clearance 
scheme involving 2,300 houses during course of 
next ten years. 

Boldon.—UDC approved plans by County 
A for erection of proposed Cleadon-la. jun. 
mixed sch., Whitburn. 

Bradford.—TC proposes new baths estab- 
lishment at Harrogate-st., £375,000 est. 

Coventry.—TC proposes 10-storey block of 
maisonettes at junction of Radford-rd. and St. 
Nicholas-st. 

Darlaston.—UDC 
Bentley. 

Felling, Co. Durham.—Plans approved for 
alterations to toolmaking works of Noble & 
Lund, Ltd.—Outline proposals have been sub- 
mitted to UDC by John Dickinson & Co., Ltd., 
paper makers, Hemel Hempstead, Hertfordshire, 
for erection of warehouse and office accommo- 
dation. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—Post Office plans erection 
of sorting office and council has suggested site 
adjoining allotments. 

Gateshead.—TC to proceed with building of 
second stage of Municipal Stadium at a cost 
of £33,500. Full scheme will cost £100,000. 
Boro’ S. 

Gateshead.—TC hopes to start work early 
this year on provision of shops at Beacon 


proposes 68 houses at 





THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
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Lough estate. Boro’ E: G. F. Wintes 
Municipal-bldgs., Gateshead. : 
Gateshead.—TC plans erection of more thay 
1,000 houses at Wardley. A: G. H. Gray § 
Ptnrs. (F/A), Camden-st., North Shields, 

Glendale—RDC _ is_ considering £70,0(y 
scheme for erection of 50 houses at Goldens 
housing site at Wooler. S: A. R. Field, Coungi 
Offices, Wooler. 

Hartlepool.—TC considering erection of 9 
houses north of King Oswy-dr., and negotia. 
tions are to be opened for land in same are, 
to accommodate another 18 houses. : 

Hastings.—TC approved proposal for firy 
instalment of College of Further Education 
Archery gdns., St. Leonards, £150,000 est, jj 
be put forward for inclusion in 19594 
programme. 

Hebburn-on-Tyne.—Revised layout plan hy 
been prepared by J. M. Black, Ltd., builde; 
Glen-st., for houses at Blue House Farm, Tc 
considering erection of two-storey flats in Dro 
posed clearance area at The Quay; hy 
approved plans by County A for RC sch, x 
Argyle-st.—A. Reyrolle & Co., Ltd., to exten 
their No. 2 assembly shop. A: Cackett, Bum 
Dick & Mackellar (F), 21, Eliison-pl., Ney. 
castle-on-Tyne. 

Hexham.—RDC has given planning approvy 
for new reservoir at Blanchland which will cog 
about £7 million, flood a valley to depth ¢ 
90 ft., and yield 25 million gals. of wate 
daily. Promoters are Sunderland and Sout} 
Shields Water Co., Ltd., Sunderland, an 
Durham County Water Board, Durham. 

Ince-in-Makerfield.—UDC seeks loan £19,69 
for 16 bungalows and two houses on Warring. 
ton-rd. site, and £9,950 for eight flats 
Cemetery-rd. site. 

Jarrow.—Boro’ E (H. W. T. Perkins) pr. 
pared layout plans for 30 bungalows 
Stanhope-rd. and 38 houses in Falmouth; 
area. Council also considering erection of 
houses nr. Bilton Hall.—TC has offered site a 
Calf Close-la. to Jarrow and Hebburn Co-op 
Socy., Ltd., Albert-rd., Jarrow, for erection of 
stores, etc. 

Lancs.—EC received Ministry approval fo 
extensions to medical gymnasium and _ rebuild. 
ing of cottage block at I. M. Marsh College of 
Physical Education, £25,700 est.—Phase 2 of 
Accrington College of Further 
£131,058 est. A: Grenfell Baines & Hargreaves 
(A/A), Guildhall-st., Preston. 

Leeds.—HC approved layout plans for 13 
acre housing estate at Raynville-rd., Bramley 
adjoining Sandford estate, providing for % 
houses, 48 ageing persons’ flats and 36 three. 
storey flats, and for further development oj 
Central New Carlton (Reuben-st.) area by 34 
dwellings, including flats for single women and 
ageing persons. maisonettes and multi-storey 
flats. 

Leek.—UDC proposes 40 flats and six bung: 
lows at Westwood Heath-rd. 

Liverpool.—Regional Hospital Board, 19, 
James-st., Liverpool, appointed G. D. Walford 
& Ptnrs., 20, Castle-st., as QS for enclosure of 
Loyalty Ward, Leasowes Children’s Hospital, 
and appointed R. Norman Jones (A), 33, 
Thornton-rd., Mountford, A for improvements 
to geriatric wards at St. Catherine’s Hospital 
annexe. 

Manchester.—TC approved plans for exten- 
sions to convent high school at High-la., and 
Stockton-rd., Chorlton-cum-Hardy, for Salford 
Catholic Protection & Rescue Socy. Plans by 
B. J. Waddington, 1098, Stockport-rd., Levens- 
hulme, Manchester, 19. 

Middlesbrough. — Newcastle-on-Tyne Re: 
gional Hospital Board plans new accident wing 


Education, | 
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at General Hospital, Middlesbrough, to include 
accommodation for 15 
dining-room and kitchen. Bd’s. Ch. A: P. H 
Knighton, MBE (A), ‘ Dunira,’ 
Newcastle. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Subject to M of E con: | 


sent, £428,150 scheme for new College of 


Commerce is to be included in EC’s 1959-60 | 


building programme. ; 
Northallerton.—UDC is planning erection of 


84 houses at Bullamoor-rd. A: Brierley, Syme | 


& Leckenby (F/F), 10, Lendal, York. 
Oldham. — BC proposes 
dersfield-rd., including erection of eight-storey 
block of flats and 450 dwellings. 

Prudhoe, Northumberland.—MH _has_ ap- 
proved, in principle, extension scheme at Prud- 
hoe and Monkton Hospital, including babies 
villa costing £21,000, and sick hospital costing 
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£68,000. Ch. A: Newcastle-on-Tyne Regional 
Hospital Board, Benfield-rd., Newcastle. 
Runcorn. —RDC proposes erection of 6 bun- 
glows Nt. ‘Red Bull,’ Kingsley. 
Scarborough.—TC is considering alternative 
lans by Boro’ E. (H. V. Overfield) for re- 
development of Friars-way, Scarborough. 
South Shiclds—Eskimo Slippers, Ltd., Lay- 
gate, South Shields, to build factory of 
74,000 sq. ft., costing about £80,000, at Simon- 
side industrial estate. Work expected to start 
ly. 
ookton.—New club premises are to be built 
at Bishopton-rd. for Stockton Co-operative 
Employees Welfare Assn. A: J. C. Backhouse, 
8, Broughton-rise, Malton, Yorks. _ 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Boro’ A (T. C. Hartley), 
98, The Square, Stockton, is preparing final 
plans for proposed Fairfield jun. sch. for TC. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—G. P. Stainsby (F), 57, 
High-st., Stockton, has prepared revised layout 
plans for erection of 43 houses at Green Beck 
estate for Moorhouse & Barker, Ltd., builders 
and contractors, Thornaby-rd., Thornaby-on- 





eS. 

a Hotel to be rebuilt in 
stages, to include a_ banqueting hall, for James 
Deuchar, Ltd., by E. M. Lawson (A), Barras- 
bidgs., Barras Bridge, Newcastle, approved. 

Sunderland.—New sec. mixed schs. are pro- 
posed at Castle View and at Broadway. Boro’ 
Architect: H. C. Bishop (A). Sunderland 
Corporation and British Railways have agreed 
on plans for an extensive rebuilding scheme at 
Sunderland railway station. 

Sunderland.—EC is considering scheme for 
building hostel at Mowbray-rd. to accommo- 
date 200 technical college students. It is hoped 
to start work in October next on construc- 
tion of RC school at North Hylton-rd. Boro’ 
A: H. C. Bishop (A), Grange-hse., Stockton- 
rd., Sunderland. 

Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC has received Ministry 
consent for building of old people’s welfare 
centre on site of 500 square yards in Victoria 
recreation ground. 

Tynemouth.—Plans approved for further 14 
houses at Monkhouse estate for M. J. Liddell 
& Son, builders, 36, Great North-rd., New- 
castle. TC considering taking over site of old 
Theatre Royal, Prudhoe-st., for shops and 
houses. 

Tynemouth.—George Swan, Ltd., radio and 
cycle dealers, Bedford-st., North Shields, to 
erect three-storey departmental stores at junc- 
tion of Russell-st. and Bedford-st., North 
Shields, and tenders are expected in early part 
of this year. A: Mauchlen, Weightman & 
gg (F/A), 12, Savile-row, Newcastle-on- 
yne. 

Tynemouth.—TC to sell site at George-st., 
North Shields, for erection of new premises for 
North Shields’ People’s Mission. 


Washington.--UDC has given planning 
approval for training centre at Usworth 
Colliery for NCB. Architect’s Dept., NCB, 





Kenton-rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Durham CC 
has acquired site for county jun. sch. County 
A: G. R. Clayton (F), South-st., Durham. 

West Hartlepool.—Extensions to be made to 
Borough girls’ high sch. A: L. Auton (A), 
York-rd., West Hartlepool.—TC has approved 
recommendation to build 200 houses at 
Seaton Carew. Boro’ A: A. G. Sinclair (A). 


Washington, Co. Durham.—Plans by County 
A, G. R. Clayton, South-st., Durham, for 
erection of junior school at Wellbank have been 
approved.—Additions are proposed to Usworth 
and District Social Club and plans are being 
ssa by J. M. Angus (A), 3, Gallowgate, 

ewcastle-on-Tyne.— Chippindale & Co., 
Howard House, Bank-st., Bradford, are con- 
sidering development of site at Washington as 
shopping centre. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 
t Denotes provisionally accepted. 
tes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 
{ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depart- 

ments. 

Barnsley.—New junior mixed sch. at Athers- 
ley estate, for EC. *Direct labour. £91,513. 

Bilston.—Licensed premises at Salop-st., for 
Atkinsons Brewery, Ltd., Queens-rd., Birming- 

» 6 A: Harry W. Weedon & Ptnrs. (F), 

45-47, Calthorpe-rd., Birmingham, 16. QS: 
Oswald A. Wainwright, FRICS, 63, Temple- 
‘ow, Birmingham, 2. *Joseph Webb & Co., 


Ltd., 
Staffs. 

Boldon.—Proposed sewerage scheme for 
Whitburn area, for UDC. Consg. engrs: D. 
Balfour & Sons, 145, Pilgrim-st., Newcastle-on- 
Tyne. *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfield-la., Stock- 
ton-on-Tees. £56,999. 

Bradford.—110 flats and maisonettes at 
Picton-st. site, for TC: *Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Ltd., London. £195,183. 

Cheltenham.—New factory, for the Tungum 
Co., Ltd. Plans by Eric L. Mulkern, AIAS, 
31, Hengrove-la., Bristol, 4. QS: Edmondson 
& Sims, 157, Whiteladies-rd., Clifton, Bristol, 8. 
*Joseph Webb & Co., Ltd., 1, Ivy House-la., 
Coseley, nr. Bilston, Staffs. 

Coseley.—100 houses at Wallbrook, for UDC. 
A: Scott & Clark (F/A), Regent-chbrs., Wed- 
nesbury. QS: Oswald A. Wainwright, FRICS, 
63, Temple-row, Birmingham, 2. *Joseph Webb 

Co., Ltd., 1, Ivy House-la., Coseley, ar. 
Bilston, Staffs. 

Cumberland.—New county sec. mod. schools 
at Cleator Moor and Cockermouth, for CC. 
*Thos. Armstrong, Ltd., Cockermouth. £163,000 
and £168,000. 

Dewsbury.—112 dwellings at Slaithwaite 
estate, for TC. *Harlow & Milner, Ltd., War- 
ren Yard, Warrengate, Wakefield. £154,675. 

Exmouth.—New teaching and administrative 
block to Rolle College. A: Louis De Soissons, 
CVO, RA, Peacock, Hodges & Robertson, 3, 
Park-sq. Mews, NWI. QS: Smith & Bowl, 
19, Portland Villas, Plymouth. *A. N. Coles 
(Contractors), Ltd. £80,989. 

Fleetwood.—Erection of St. David’s mission 
church at junction of Fleetwood-rd. and Lark- 
holme-la., for PC. *Brown & Jackson, Ltd., 
Fleetwood. 

Hackney.—Six three-bedroom and six two- 
bedroom flats at Darville-rd. housing site for 
MBC. Boro’ E & S: G. L. A. Downing, OBE, 
MICE. {Direct labour. £25,891. 

Hartlepool.—66 houses north of King Oswy- 
drive, for TC. Boro’ E: John Wilkin. *Direct 
labour. 

Jarrow.—Eight houses at South Leam-la. for 
TC. Boro’ E: H. W. T. Perkins. *Direct labour. 
£11,856. 

Leeds.—12 ten-storey ‘point’ blocks, each 
containing 60 flats, at various estates, for City 
C. *Reema Construction, Ltd., Chesterfield. 
£1,405,305. 

Lewisham.—51 maisonettes, 3 flats and 13 
houses at Fludyer-st., Boone-st., Lee Church- 
st.. Dacre-pk., and Boone’s-rd., for MBC, Boro’ 
A: M. H. Forward (F). QS: Messrs. Oswald 


1, Ivy House-la., Coseley, nr. Bilston, 





Having Secured 
the Contract— 
what about the 
Steel Scaffolding ? 





For the Lowest Prices 

apply to the Oldest 

Firm in the Scaffolding 
Trade. 


STEPHENS & CARTER LTD. 


The British Steel Scaffolding Co. 


731-761, HARROW RD., N.W.10 


Telephone No.: Ladbroke 1191 (6 lines) 











37 


E. Parratt, FRICS. Mullen & Lumsden, Ltd., 
£158,902. F. & H. F. Higgs, Ltd., £157,221. 
Rowley Bros., Ltd., £156,720. W. J. Mitchell 
& Son, Ltd., £156,101. G. E. Wallis & Sons, 
Ltd., £155,821. M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), 
Ltd., £155,281. A. Roberts & Co., Ltd., 
£154,553. Halse & Sons, Ltd., £154,326. Her- 
bert Kennard, Ltd., £151,893. Gee, Walker & 
Slater, Ltd., £151,324. Henry Kent (Builders), 
Ltd., £149,642. {W. J. Simms, Sons & Cooke, 
Ltd., £149,522. 

Leytonstone.—New out-patient dept. at 
Whipps Cross hospital, Ell, for North-East 
Regional Hospital Board. Board’s A: W. G. 
Plant (F), lla, Portland-pl., W1. *William J. 
Jerram, Ltd. £33,380. 

Liverpool.—New shops and office building at 
52-68, Lord-st. for City Centre Properties, Ltd. 
*James Crosby & Sons, Ltd., London.—New 
waterguard office at Princes Parade, for Mersey 
Docks and Harbour Board. *Direct labour. 

{London (Air Ministry)—New works Con- 
tracts to the value of £500 or over for two 
weeks ended December 28:—Painting work; 
Cranage, Cheshire, G. Jones & Son (Contrac- 
tors), Ltd., 91, Everton-rd., Liverpool, 6. 
Civil Engineering: Ballykelly, Nth. Ireland, J. 
Kennedy & Co., Society-st., Coleraine, Nth. 


Ireland. Building work: Marham, Norfolk, 
Walter Lawrence, Ventnor-hse., London-st., 
Swaffham, Norfolk; Andover, Hants, A. J 


Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill, 


Andover, Hants. 


London CC.—Construction of flats, cottages, 
etc., at Manford-way and Burrow-rd., Hainault 
pr ea *Charles S. Foster & Sons, Ltd., 
£65,811. 

(London (War Dept).—Works contracts 
placed in week ended December 14:—Denbigh- 
shire: Roofing, H. Roberts & Co., Wrexham. 
Devonshire: Painting, Deeds (Builders), Ltd., 
Hounslow. Dorset: Painting and decorating, 
Geo. Jones & Son (Contrs.), Ltd., Liverpool. 
Hampshire: Building, Cortes & Hankins, Ltd., 
Portsmouth. Oxfordshire: Re-sheeting, Maurice 
Hill, Ltd., Horndean. 


{London (War Dept.).—Works contracts 
placed in week ended December 21:— 

Hampshire: Building, Hawkins Bros. (Gos- 
port), Ltd., Gosport; Decoration, Arnold Shar- 
rocks, Ltd., Aldershot. Herefordshire: Building, 
Harry Vaughan, Putson. Lanarkshire: Painting, 
Maclean and Speirs, Glasgow. Midlothian: 
Building, John Malone, Linlithgow. Shropshire: 
Roof repair, Bitumen Industries (Contractors), 
Ltd., Slough; Re-sheeting roof, Maurice Hill, 
Ltd., Horndean. Somerset: Building, H. W. 
Pollard & Sons, Bridgwater. 

Manchester.—Extensions at St. Bede’s RC 
College, for RC Authorities: ‘*J. Gerrard & 
Sons, Ltd., Swinton, nr. Manchester. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Extensions to cafeteria 
at Finwick’s Stores, Northumberland-st. *Stan- 
ley Miller, 17, North-st. £30,000 (approx.). 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Partial rebuilding of 
Lowther Hotel, Newgate-st. *J. & W. Lowry, 
Corporation-st. 

Renfrewshire.—28 houses at Beith-rd. housing 
site, Johnstone. A: J. Austen Bent (A), 15, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. General contrs.: 
Weir Housing Corpn. Ltd., Calder-st., Whifflet, 
Coatbridge. 

Scottish Special Housing Assn., Ltd.—Con- 
tracts placed September 19 to November 21:— 

Aberdour-rd., Dunfermline, 113 trad., David 
Anderson, Eastbank, Crossford, Dunfermline, 
excavator, brick and mason; Andrew Hender- 
son, 46, Douglas-st., Kirkcaldy, glazier; Peter 
Kelly & Sons, Ltd., 35, Brunswick-pl., Edin- 
burgh, tiler and roughcast: A. D. Mitchell & 
Sons, Tannage Brae, Kirriemuir, plumber; 
King & Renwick, 132, Main-st., Kelty, plaster; 
Neil Nicholson & Co., 12, Whytehouse-ave., 
Kirkcaldy, painter; Anderson & Pert, Ltd., 
Woodmill-st., Dunfermline. carpenter and 
joiner. : 

Grainger-st., Lochgelly, 12 flats, Alliance 
Constr., Ltd., 7, Ward-rd., Dundee, all trades. 

Lane Farm, Drongan, 20 trad., R. Rubie & 
Son, 35a, Thornhouse-ave., Irvine, brick, etc.; 
W. Loudon & Son, Bellside Sawmills, Cleland, 
Motherwell, carpenter and joiner; A. D. 
Mitchell & Sons, Ltd., Tannage Brae, Kirrie- 
muir, plumber; A. C. Whyte Co., Ltd., 95, 
Bath-st., Glasgow, plaster; Alex. Pollock, 68, 
Elizabeth-cres., Cumnock, painter; Hartley 
Electromotives, Octopus Works, Monkmoor, 
Shrewsbury, electric; City Glass Co., Ltd., 130, 
Denmark-st., Glasgow, glazier. 
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Beith-rd., Johnstone, 28 Weir, Weir Housing decided to abandon scheme for the present. Shoreditch.—New nine-storey printing wo; 
Corpn., Ltd., Calder-st., yo wy ag go No tender has therefore been accepted. alge gg “ —- Ve tom ergs 
Weir-ave., Barrhead, 90 trad., A. D. Mitche ; itch.—82 sllings in three blocks, andy-st or Waterlow ons, A 
& Sons, Ltd., Tannage Brae, Kirriemuir, Pierce penn Sane high, hes et ll Barn James E. Ralph (A), 1, Gower-st., WI. Strug 
plumber; Dougall & Co., Ltd., Glasgow-rd., estate, for MBC. Boro’ E, S&A; J. L. Sharratt, Emgr.: A. E. Highfield. QS: Wyatt & Pins 
Dumbarton, excavator and brick; City Glass AMICE,. MTPI. Qs: Cross & Hall. *Walter *H- Fairweather & Co., Ltd., Hyde Work 





Co., Ltd., 130, ee ee glazier; Lawrence & Son, Ltd., £159,106 St. James’s-la., N10, £614,000. 
Hugh Leggat, Ltd., 9, Gladstone-ave., Barr- é Ea to ORIN ileea Th by-on-Tees.—50 houses at V 
head, carpenter_and joiner; Geo. Hamilton, Shoreditch.—Six shops with meeting room ag tg, * es At Village 


192, Crow-rd., Glasgow §, tiler and roughcast. above at Wenlock Barn estate, for MBC. Boro’ ewan oe moe EF. S. aon. “Sa 
Craigens, Cumnock, 66 NF, and Back Roger- E, S&A: J. L. Sharratt, AMICE, MTPI. QS: © e Moss! 
ton, Auchinleck, 30 NF, Geo. Wimpey & Co., Cross & Hall, 34, Victoria-st.. SW1. tH. C. Walsall.—2 204 houses at Moss ey estate, for 
Ltd., 37, Drumsheugh-gdns., Edinburgh, alj Richardson & Co., Ltd., £13,846. a“ Tomlinson oy i aeeeee * -td., Bilston. 
ies rare” as , Sedgley. £298,901 
‘ee. —Extensions to Technical College 
for Notts CC. *W. J. Simms, Son & Cooke 
Ltd., Haydn-rd., Nottingham. 
Wick.—Primary sch, at East Banks, for Caith. 
ness EC. *Alexander Sutherland, Wick 





trades. ne a Ta 
Scunthorpe.—156 dwellings at Riddings 

— for BC. Boro’ S: Cyril Cooper, MICE. 

QS: Steven Saxby, AIAS. *F. Shepherd & EL- 

Son, Ltd., York, £213,056. «CRETE 


(SUPER METALLIC HARDENER) 














Shaftesbury.—Tenders received for St £115,104. 
James’s housing scheme, for BC. Boro’ S: 
ae rye MRSI. QS: “x bag SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES >=] vol.) 
. (a) Roads, sewers, etc., H. W. Marsh, ! eae 
Blandford, Dorset, £4,665. — BANISHED GEL ER i 
(b) 30 traditional houses and bungalows: “ . f 
Williams Bros., Ltd., Shaftesbury, Dorset, quicker drying out 
£47,952. D. Singleton & Son, Ltd., Yeovil, 
Somerset, £45,694. C. P. Unwin & Sons, Ltd., So VAI 
Tiverton, Devon, £43,663. E. G. Wilkins, Ltd., Inspect one that has withstood ALV< 


Marnhull, Dorset, £42,968. A. Hammond & HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 40 YEARS earlier Plastering Gold 


Sons, Sturminster Newton, Dorset, £41,228. 
H. W. Marsh, Blandford, Dorset, £39,060. and consult RIBA I 


Owing to high interest rates on all capital STEEL- CRETE LTD. with B. A. WALLS are ¢ 


schemes brought about by recent restrictions on 
Savoy House, oe Strand, London, W.C.2 | 
capital expenditure, Council finds that rents r 'E 
Tel.: T BROAD & CO, LTD, PADDINGTON W2 VER 
to be charged would be unreasonable, and has ee ee P sas 
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